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CHAPTER I. 


PHYSICAL ASPECTS. 


‘Tae district of Khulnt, which forms tho oxtrome south-oastorn Geexaux, 
portion of tho Prosidenoy Division and of the Provinco of 2##0X™ 
Bengal, is situated botwoon 21° 38’ and 28° 1’ north latitude, ™ 
and botween 88° 64’ and 89° 68’ onst longitude, It extends 
over an aroa of 4,705 square miles, including 2,688 square miles 
in the Sundarbons, and has o population, aooording to the 
‘consus of 1901, of 1,268,043 porsons, ‘Tho prinotpal town and 
administrative headquarters is Khulnt, situated on the Bhairab 
in 22° 49’ N. and 89° 84H, According to looal tradition, tho 
town is s0 oallod aflor Khulland, a heroine of Hindu mythology, 
who dedicated to the goddoss Kali a shrine, called the tomple 
of Khullanesyari, on tho bauk of the river Bhairob about a 
tile to tho oast of the present town of Khuln. 

‘Tho district rosombles, in shape, an inrogular parallelogram, Hounds 
It is bounded on the north by tho district of Jossore, on tho oast Her 
by Backergungo ond: Feridpur, on the south by tho Bay of 
Bengal, and on the wost by the 24-Parganas, 

Taken as a whole, Khuln is low-lying fen country, ocoupy- Natan! 
ng the contral,portion of tho southern delta betwoon the Hooghly sufau 
and tho Moghna estuary, and intersected by a largo number of 
rivers and estuaries, which again are connected by innumerable 
interlacing cross-chonnels. Its physical foutures are’ ranch the 
samo as those of other deltnio districts, Whe country is flat, the 
surface being only dlightly raisod above flood-level; the banks 
of the sivors are higher than the adjacent land, so that the land 
sloping away from them on eithor sido forms a sories of depres- 
sions between their courses; and thero are numerous marshes, 

‘Tho villeges cluster along the banks of the rivers, but large 
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tracts are svampy, and tho people who cultivate them are obliged 
to reside elsewhere, 

Anway from the villages the dppenranco of the country is that 
of a vast plain covered with rice, reed ond rash, and broken 
hare and there by olumps or lines of low trees fringing the banks 
of the streams. ‘The river banks are high and have a prosperous 
appearance, bat in tho interior, where the lands aro lower, tho 
‘Villages are poor ond scanty. Rico grows in abundance, but in . 
some places, whoro the Zils or mazshes do not dry up at any time 
in the yous, there aro extensive orcas without a vestige of 
cultivation, ‘The southem portion of the district exhibits the 
delta in a less advanced stato of growth, covered with swamps 
and ending towards the const in a network of sluggish channels 
and backwaters, ‘The northern portion of this tract, however, is 
being fast enoroached upon by the pioneers of cultivation, and 
the forest is being replaood by smiling ioe flelda, 

Farther to the south, lio the Sundarbana, a desolate tract only 
12 to 80 inches above high tide lovel, in which the slow provess 
of land-msking has not yot ceased. ‘This trot is intorsooted 
throughout by large rivers and estuaries running from north to 
south, ‘These aro connected with each other by an intricate 
series of branches, and tho Intter in their tun by innumerable 
smaller channels, so that the whole (ra0t is a mazo of waterways 
enclosing alarge numbor of islands of various shapes and sizes, 
Approaching the sea, the gonorel level of the surface rises very 
gradually, until, reaching the outor islands, it is above ordinary 
high tide level. ‘This is caused by the silt, which, during the 
south-west monsoon, and especially during the months of May 
and October, is. deposited hy tho heavy swell, which, coming in 
from the Bay of Bengal, flows for soveral miles inland, and 
floods the most exposed islands, 

‘hough the general appearance of the district is that of @ 
low alluvial plain, it may, for practioal purposes, be divided 
into fourparts, In the north-western portion the land is well 
raised, and is ordinarily above flood-level. Its population is fainly 
dense, and the surface is diversified by groves of dite palms and 
plantations of mango ond other trees on the outskirts of the 
Villages:—indeed, neatly every village is surrounded by a fringo 
of orohsrds, X 

In the north-eastern portion, from the boundary line between 
Tessore and Khulns down to the latitude of Bagherhtt, the land - 
is low and covered with swamps, the population is sparse, and 
tho only plaoes suitable for dwellings are the high lands along 
tho banks of the rivers. The river Jamuns, with its continuation, 
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the Kalindi, and the Kholpetua and Kabsdak, with their tributa- 
ris, all traverso this part of country the and debouch into the 
Bay of Bongal, with numerous tértuous waterways as connecting 
links botween thom. From Decomber to the ond of Juno, thp 
river water, as a rule, remains brackish, but after the rains have set 
in, tho salt water is usually dxivon beyond the limita of oultivation 
by tho volume of the frosh rain water and drainage coming down, 
Tho river banks aro almost invariably higher than tho land 
they enclose, and are cut up by numerous little inlets, by which 
tho water penotratos to the lands within 

‘The central portion is also low-lying, but has now been 
‘brought under habitation and cultivation, groves of botel-nut and 
tanks boing abundant, Towards tho south, whero this traot 
Kogins to mago in tho Sundaxbans, aro the clearances made by 
the pioneers of cultivation, Hore there ao few or no villages, 
proporly speaking ; that which is marked in the map as a village is 
perhaps only an expanso of rich rioo land, with a fow cultivators’ 
houses scattered here and there. Everything is subordinated to 
ico cultivation, 50 that hardly « tree is loft, and pooplo live, not 
in villagos, but fax apart among hotir rico-folds, Sluggish, oroeks 
(iha’e) and rivors wind abot among tho rico clentings, and 
their course oan be traced by tho fringo of brushwood that 
ines their banks, 

Furthor south, nearer tho sea, is tho Sundarbans tract, a region 
of morastes ond swampy {slands, most of which are clothed with 
1 donse overgroon forest, while some are oovored with sale. water at 
flood tide, 

‘Whon this part of Bongal. was surveyed. by. Major. Rennall. Genera 
Betwoon 1764 and 1772, the banks ‘of two of tho oldest: rivers, «nd 
tho Kabadak end the Bhairab, appear to havo been the only 
hhabitablo tracts above the general level of the swamps west of 
the Baleswar. ‘That the latter have recently been raised by 
natural notion, admits of no doubt, for, during tho timo which 
hhas sinco elapsed, the banks of numerous othor streams and. 
oreoks intorsooting the svamps and omnected with tho principal 
istributaries of the Ganges have been gradually raised, with 
tho assistance of human industry, above the general. level. of 
tho marshes, and are now bordered by villages and hamlets, A 
comparison of Rennell’s map with that made noarly a coutury 
Inter in tho course of the revenue survey of 1858-64, will show 

. that cultivation and villages now exist where a century ago all 

was waste, This change is most noticaable over the whole of 
tho old marshy trot west of tho Kabadak down to its junotion. 
with the Kholpetns, 
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At the samo time, anciont ruins discovered from time to time 
in making now settloments soom to shew that portions of tho 
district which are now being reclaimed were formorly inhabited. 
‘Various theories, such as tho inroads of piratos, tho dovastation 
onused by oyolonos, and the inrush of irrosistible storm-waves, 
have been put forward to acoowat for tho extinotion of tho villages 
and the abandonmont of the Ind, A moro reasonable expla 
nation has boon suggested by Dr. ‘Thomas Oldham, which so 
lonrly illustrates tho gonoral. physical aspoots of this doltaio tract 
‘that i may be quoted at length, 

“J supposo no ono will hesitate to acknowledgo that the wholo 
of tho country, inoluding tho Sundarben propor, lying between 
tho Hooghly on tho wost aud the Meghnt on tho onst, is only 
the delta oausod by tho deposition of the debris oarrid down by 
tho rivers Ganges and Brahmaputra, and their tributaries, It 
in algo equally well known that in such flats tho stroams aro 
constantly altering their courses, onting away on ono bank and 
dopositing on tho othor, until tho channel in whioh thoy formorly 
flowed becomes choked up, and the water is compelled to sook 
another course, It is also oortnin that in this poouliar qelta tho 
general courso of the main wators of tho Gangos has gradually 
tracked from tho wost towards tho onst, until of lato yours tho 
Innger body of tho waters of tho Ganges have united with thoeo 
of tho Brahmaputa and have together prooooded to the soa as 
the Moghn&. Hyery stream, whothor largo or small, flowing 
through such a flat, tonds to raiso its own bod or channel, by the 

* doposition of tho silt and sand it holds eusponded in its wators, 
and by this gradual deposition tho channel bod of tho stream 
js.raiged abovo tho actual lovel of tho adjoining flats, It is 
impossible to suppose a river continuing to flow along the top of 
‘a raised bank, if not compelled to do wo by artificial means, and 
the oonsequence of this filling in and raising of its bod ia that, 
‘at tho first opportunity, the stream nocessarily abandons its 
original course, and socks a now channel in the lower ground 
adjoining, until aftar successive changes it has gradually wandered 
over the wholo flat and raised the entire surface to tho same 
general level. ‘The samo process is then xepented, new channela 
fre out out, and now deposits formed, 

“Boating those admitted principles in mind, look to the 
delta of the Gaiges and Brahmaputra. ‘The Ganges river 
emerging from its upper levels round the Rajmahal Hills, and 
prevented by their solid rooky barrier from cutting further to 
‘the’ west, sought its channol in tho lower ground adjoining, and 
originally the main body of its waters flowed along the goneta} 
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course now indicated by the Bhigirathi and Hooghly. But 
gredually ling op ths amas Coes cmap nee 
now course in the lower, because us yet comparatively unfilled-in, 
ground lying to the east. And, the smo process being repeated, 
it wandorod suocessively from the rooky western limit of the 
dolta-flat towards tho eastern. If this progress eastwards wos 
allowed to be sufficiently slow to admit of the gradual filling in 
of tho country adjoining, the delta was formed oontinuowly up 
to tho sume genoral lovel, and tho larger streams or channels 
passing through this flat to the son became unavoidably diminished 
in siz, and in the quantity and force of the water they carried, 
tho main body passing around further to the east, end having 
its course in the channels successively formed there, I need 
not here point out the successive stages in the formation of tho 
delta, or shew how these have beon exactly paralleled by similar 
changes in the course and deposits of the Brahmaputra and the 
other rivers which unite with the Ganges. Woe aro at present 
concerned rather with the rerults arising from these changes a8 
affecting the existence and distribution of population, 

“he very first neoossity for the existenos of man is the 
presence of drinkable sweet water. Where this cannot be 
procured, it is certain that man can make no settlement, and it is 
equally certain that the removal or destruction of the sources of 
supply of this necessary element of existence will compel him to 
absndon his abode, and change his habitation. We have not to 
‘go beyond the delta of the Ganges itselt to seo the applioation of 
‘theso faots in explanation of the former history of the Sundar. 
ban, ‘The more modern courses of the large rivers give usa 
patent illastration of the successive conditions of all, To the 
‘east whore now tho great body of the waters of those rivers is 
discharged, wo find tho force of the fresh water suffioieut to 
overcome the strength of the tide, and the influx of salt water 
from tho sea, And down to the very mouths of the rivers here, 
frosh water (often for hours in the day flowing over a basis of 
salt water beneath) can readily be procured. ‘The consequence is 
that towns ond villnges lino the banks of every stream, and 
population and oultivation follow tho couse of this, the prime 
cloment of their existence, To the east, as wo have said, the 
filling in of the delta has not yot reached thie samo*lovel as to 
the west, and the fresh waiers here retain sufficient powor, 
therefore, to be carried down to the sea, In earlier times, 
precisely similar conditions must havo existed further to the west ; 
the larger portion of the river waters found their exit, through 
the channels there, and were thus in sufficient force to be capried 

* 
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down to the very goa; ond the natural oonsoquence of this was 
that man fixed his abode where he could procure fresh water, 
towns end cities arose, and taking advantage of the groat 
ies for trade offered by their position, inorensed in import~ 
moe and number, until the necessary changes in the oourss of the 
stroams which supplied thom deprived them of the possibility of 
existonce, ‘That this is tho natural interpretation of the nots, 
appears to me abundantly evidenced by the circumstance that 
within this abandoned traot and in its vicinity, at the presont day, 
when the swarming population is secking utility for soltlement 
in every direotion, not a single spot finds its settler, save whore 
fresh water is to be had|; and the traveller may go for days or 
‘weeks through the countless anastomising orecks and channels of 
the tidal Sundazban, without finding a singlo abode, whereas the 
moment he reaches any spob where fresh water is obtainable, ho 
finds cultivation spreading and the population increasing . . 

"J feel convinced, therefore, that there is no necessity to 
tesort. to ony fancied effects of oyclone-waves, of the inroads 
of pirates, or tho persecution of other peoples, to aooount for the 
occurrence at the present timo of ruins in the Sundaxban, 
Oyelone-waves and perseoution and robbery do not drive men 
from their abodes near tho sea-hoard now, though they may oauso 
‘vast destruction of property and produco great sufforing. Nor 
twould these causes, as I believe, have sulficed in onrlier times to 
produce the samo result, ‘Doubtless they may havo diminished. 
the pang ‘with which the eoitler abandoned the homes in which 
his family had grown round him, but unless combined with the 
far more general and more unavoidable compulsion of the want of 
water, I beliove that, howovor they may have affected individuals, 
they- would hsve--boen fowerless to. induoo communities to 
‘tbandon positions favourable for trade, and for the aoquirement 
of woalth.* 

‘This theory may be confirmed by a concrete instance, that of 
the village of Gobra on the Kabadak. According to tradition, 
trltivation once extended along the eastern bank of the river far 
below Gobri, and in its neighbourhood Colonel Gastrell found 
tains of masouty buildings, traoss of old courtyards and some 

~ garden plants or shrubs, Regarding these remains ho writes :— 
“By whom the buildings were erected, or when inhabited, no 
‘one seems to know. In thoso days, probably, the Kabadak 
communicated at all soasons of the year directly with the 
Ganges; its water would then have been fresh instead of 
brackish, as it is at present; and there would have been every 


+" Procodings, Asiatic Soety of Bengal, 1970, ip a7-61, 
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prompoot, aleo, of its banks being still further raised’ and 
consolidated, The tomptations, therefore, held ont to men to 
extend cultivation in that direction must have been as great as 
thoy axe ab prosent on tho banks of the othor fresh ator xvera 
af the delta. But long boforo Rennoll’s day other streams had 
interfered with and out off tho Kabadak from the Ganges, 
and left it what it now is, a moto tidal oreck with no hoadwoy 
of frosh water, Brosh doposit on its banks must then havo 
ooased to @ great extont; tho rains would gradually have washed 
away the upper stratum of soil, and lowered the general level ; 
tho place would soon have becomo sickly, and finally forsaken 
by all but those whom diro necessity: kept chained to the spot. 
Of all the villages that may onoo have existed over this portion. 
of tho district, tho misoratlo village of Gobra alono remains 
‘Tho area of this village has also decreased, and the cultivation 
of rice doos not extend to within two miles of where it onoe di 
‘Tho aol i gradually beooming more and more impregnated with. 

alt and unt for arops; and wore it not for embankments, and 

the fresh wator that drains into and passes down tho Kabudak 

in tho rains helping to wash out the salt of the soil noar the 

banks, Gobet would soon bo dosorted alto.” 

‘Four great rivors, connected by numerous oross channels and aivam 
known by 0 confusing multiplicity of nates in diferent portions *™™™%. 
of thoir courses, gradually find their way through tho disrot 
by a southerly route to the On tho oxtreme west is the 
Jamuak lowing from north to south, and further to the coat 
the Kabadak runs almost parallel to it. The Bhairab and-its 
continuations traverse the centre of tho district, while. the eastern 
Homdary is formod by the Madhumatt, Tn the south there is a : 
labyrinth of aivors, all tending, howover, towards a number of 
outlea, such as tho Reimengel, Malanché, Maxjaté and Haain- 
hata, each of ‘which is large enough to be callod an arm of the 
toa, ‘Tho other rivers of tho district are, with few exceptions, 
branches of the rivers mentioned above, 

‘Between the larger rivers and estuaries, are numerous streams 
and wateroourtes,callod hials, forming  perfeot network of 
Ghannols, and ending ultimately in Lille arecke, which serve to 
drain off the water from the depressions between the larger 
rivers. Each of these boven Ree Ray a a 
pucn,ywith high ground long the banks of tho watery 
Mnomnding i war stcumalatos io them and is drained 
off by a small XAa? into the larger kids, and ultimately into 
the rivers. Conversely, whon tho water avells in tho xiv 
i floods the oountsy ‘through the sme channels. Many 
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the kAals connect two large ones, and consequently the tide flows 
into them through both onds: such Aha’ are called doaniya 
Hidls, , They are very useful as affording communication betwoon 
tho larger Hale, but have ono sorious defect in that they aro 
iablo to silt up at tho point whoro tho two tides moot. 

Tho main rivers entering tho distriot from tho noxth, from tho 
Jamun on tho wost to tho Mudhumati on tho oast, aro offshoots of 
the Gangs, by which they wero originally fed. Owing, how- 
ever, to the raising of their beds in thoir uppor reachos, tho 
current of the Ganges is dosorting them, and is being dolleoted 
further and further to tho onst. ‘Tho Madhumati alono 
continues to bring down any groat quantity of the Ganges wator 
to tho sea, and tho other main rivers sorve chiefly as lines of 
drainage to carry off tho local eurfaco water, ‘They waro at ono 
timo great waterways with a good dopth of water even in dry 
seasons, and during the rains oarriod down a largo volume of 
flood water. But, ono by ono, thoir honds have closed up, and 
tho lowor reaches have consoquently detorioratod, Elven as lato 
6 20 or 30 yours ago tho prinoipal rivers still oonveyed frosh 
water through the district until they entored tho Sundarbans ; but 
now there is scarooly a rivor that does nob booome brackish in the 
dry soason, and saline water foroos its way far inland, 

‘Pho rosult is that only in part of tho distriot is tho land being 





-elevated by the deposit of tho river silt carried in suspension in 


flood water, viz, to tho oast, whoro tho Ganges water finds an 
outlot by tho Madhumatt and other channels, Blsowhero, this 
process of land raising is in suspension, as the watercourses now 
roowive no flood water from tho Gongos, and their channels 
are far too largo for their function as rovoptaclos of tho Looal 
drainage. ‘Tho vory small. slopo, which is charauteristio of the 
country, tends to caxiso thom to become choked with aquatio 
‘vogetation, and to take the form of Jong oanals in which tho flow 
of water is oxtremoly sluggish, It is only tho connection with 
tho parent stream, however, which has beon closed or silted up, 
tnd the channels are quito competent to xoosive local drainage 
and convey it to tidal waters, ‘Tho following is a brief aooount 
‘of the prinoipal rivers prooeeding from west to east. 

‘To tho oxtremo west, the Jamuna or Jabund, flowing southwards 
trom Jossore, first touchos on tho district at Ohanduri, ‘and then 
flows south-west through tho 24-Parganas. It ro-ontors Khulna at 
Radhanagat on the confines of tho Kaliganj thina, and then keep- 
ing a southerly course forms the boundary between this district and 
tho 21-Parganas os far us Basantpur. Hero it biftroates, ono 
brunch, called tho Kalindi, forming tho boundaxy of the district 
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down to tho sen, while tho parent stream pursues a south-oasterly 
dircotion through the interior, being joinod by the Kanksiali Kat 

noar Kaliganj. After throwing off, at Iswaripur, a smell. stream 

called tho Ichbamati, it continues its southward course, winding 
through tho forests ‘and swampy islands of the Sundarbans, till 

it finally omptiositaclf into tho Raimangal, a short distanoe from 

the place where that estuary debouchos into the sea, 

‘Pho Jomuni has now silted up from bolow Kaliganj to a 

short distanoo abovo Nokipuy, and its bod has boon brought 
undor tillago, It is also silting up in its uppor ronohos, and 
large shoals axo being formod botwoon Taki-Sripur and Debhata, 
Ttis still navignblo, howover, all tho year round by large boats 
in tho upper portion of its course, which forms part of tho inner 
boat route botwoon Husaintbad and the Kanksiali Rial, Tho 
principal places along its banks are Sripur, Debhats, Kaliganj 
and Iswarlpax. 

This river, which is also culled tho Jabuni, is known in 
tho uppor portion of its courso as the Tobhtmatt, a deltaic 
disteibutary of tho Ganges, and was probably at one time ono 
‘of its main outlots whon it was forcing its way castwards, 

‘Tho branch which tho Jaxund throws off at Iswarlpur is also reheat, 
Known as tho Ichhimatt, but aftor a fow milos ittakos the name of 
‘Kadamtalt ond flows through tho Sundarbans till it empties itsel? 
into tho Malanchi river shortly boforo it falls into the sea, 

‘ho Souai is anothor offshoot from tho Iohhimatt or Famuns, Sonat 
which flows fist in a eouth-onsterly and thon in a south-westarly 
‘courso till it falls into the Balli id, ‘his river has almost entirely 
silted up at its hond, 

‘Tho Kankeili is a tributary of the Jamund, which now forms i; ,aii, 
part of the main boat route between Caloutta and Eastern Bengal, 

‘and is practically a canal, Tho name of this river has been 
Anglicised as Coxoali, 

‘Tho Kalindi, which as above slated branchos off from tho xetinai, 
Jamuni at Basantpur, flows in a southerly direction throughout 
the Sundarbans and falls into the Raimangal, a considerable 
distance above the point of junction betwoon that xiver and the 
Jomund. It is a wide stream with an avorago breadth of 400 
foot, and is much used by country boats of hoavy burthen coming 
from Hastern Bengal, which cannot follow the route by Husain. 
‘bid to Onloutta, 

Tho Kholpotus is a river branching oft from a multiplicity yy, 
of other stroams, but xeooives its waters principally from. the petus, 
Kaobadak near Asisuni, 1t first koops a westerly direction for 
8 short distance, boing called tho Moruchar in thie portion of 
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rivers on the banks of which the residences of the hotter classes 
are mostly built; and its namo, which means tho terrible, shows 
the estimation in which it was once held. 

Near Khulnt tho Bhairab is joined by the Atharabiuks, i.e., 
tho channel of 18 bends, a cross-stzeam which oonveys the surplus 
waters of tho Madhumati into tho Bhairwb, It forcos down. such 
avolume into tho Bhairab that tho bed of tho latter stream no 
ongor euffioes for its oxist southward ; and tho Bhairab itself turns 
Dackwards at Aldipur, till it &nds an outlot for its surplus water 
in the Riipss xiver. ‘Tho Athirabinké is 200 yards wide in the 
rains, and is navigable all the yoar round by large onrgo boats 
gnd inland steomors. It is also callod looally the Athdrabonki. 

‘The Riipss rivor was originally a channel out by ono Rip 
Siha, which served as a oanal till the water of tho Athirabanki 
fotood its way along it and mado it one of tho langost tidal kale of 
Khulna. It flows ftom north-cast tojsouth-wost from the Bhairab 
at Khulni to the Kazibacha river, a distanco of 8 miles, It is 
350 yards wide during the rains, and is navigable throughout tho 

by inland stoamers and large country boats, 

‘Tho Bhadra enters tho district at Baratia and continues in a 
south-oasterly dirostion to the Sundarbans, Below Kesabpur it 
widens: out, and in this portion of its course it forms a largo 
tidal stream, 

‘Tho Madhumatt is tho largest xivor in Khulné and is, in faot, 
ovo of tho principal distributaries of tho Ganges in Bengal and 
Eastern Bengal. “It loavos the parent stream near Kushtis in 
Nadia, where it is called the Garai, and thonoo flowing south, 
‘assumes tho name of Madhamati, moaning tho honey-bearing river. 
Tt enters tho distriot noar its north-onst oorner at Ménikdaha, and 
from this point it takos the namo of Baloswar, meaning the lord 
of strength, and forms the castor boundary of the district still 
flowing south, but with great’-windings in its uppor reaches, 
Tt then crosses tho Sundarbans, separating the Khulna from the 
Backorgunge portion of that trast, and enters the Bay of Bengal 
after a course of 230 miles, under the namo of Haringhatt, mean- 
ing tho. watering place of deer. ‘Tho river, which hero forms a 
fine estuary, 9 milos broad, is navigable to opposite Morrellganj by 
sea-going ships, and throughout its entire course by native boats 
of tho largest tonnage. Its principal tributary in this district is 
the Bhairab. 

‘Tho principal oross-channols aro the Sibsi (or Sipst), Bosokhal; 
hal, Doluti and Ohitré. . The Sibed river and Bosokhali Kha! flow 
from east to wost connecting the Deluti with the Kabadak. ‘Thoy 
ayo 9 milos in length, havo a breadth of 270 yards in the rains, 
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‘and are navigable by largo boats all the year round. ‘The Deluti 
river xans from north-east to south-west extending from the 
Bhadra to the Sibsi, It is 6 miles in longth, 100 yards wide 
during tho rains, and navigable all the yoar round by largo boats. 

‘Thoro axe two rivers oalled Ohitrd, Chitra I flows from 
north-west to south-east extending from the Kharagdaba to the 
Athérabénké rivor, a distanco of 94 miles, It is 60 yards wide 
in tho rainy season, and is navigablo for 8 months of tho year 
‘by small boats as far as Khajuri; below this point it is navigable 
all tho yoar round by small bonts, and by larger craft during 
tho rainy season, Chitri II also runs from north-west, to south 
ast, leaving tho Athtrabinka at Nogarkendi and emptying 
itsolf into tho Madbumati at Ohitalmari. It is 22 milos in length, 
is 80 yords wido during tho rains, and is navigable all the your 
round by modium-sized passonger or oargo boats. 

‘Pho rivers coming down from the north throw off numerous Sundar- 
branches, which, intorlasing with each other, form a network of it 
islands, especially towards tho const, whore thoy bronden out into ""™* 
large ostuarios subject to tidal action, ‘Tho intorlacings are 80 
numerous and complicated, and tho swamps in which the channels 
oso thomsslves or morgo with other stroams are 80 perplexing, 
that ib is impossible to givo a detailed, and nt the same time 
intelligent, account of the river system. ‘Tho whole countay is, 
in fact, a Inbyrinth of rivers and watoroourses, connected by. 
innumerable distributarios, which, aftor ondloss bifuroations and 
intorlacings, unito into largo ostunries falling into tho Bay of 
Bengal. ‘Tho principal of those arms of the sea, yrooooding. from 
‘wost to east, aro tho Raimangal, Malanch’, Bara Pang’, Marjata, 
Bingrt and Hovinghiti, ‘Tho other largo rivers of the 

+ Sundarbaus, which are connooted with those above montioned, 
aro the Passur (also oalled Pussur or Pusu), Bisblchili, ‘Tha- 
kurin, Kabadak, Hariabhingi, Kholpotas, Ichhamatt, Sibi, 
Bhadré and Bholé, Tho minor rivors aro innumerable, and aro 
simply channels or cross-channols of tho above rivers, 

‘ho soa cout is fringed by a belt of low-lying swamp and Bercan- 
uninhabited jungle extending for many miles inland. rom the ™ 
Jand side the shore shelves out gradually, butin front of it numer- 
‘ous unbuoyed rests extond for 18 to 80 miles soawards. ‘Tho 
whole const is full of breakers, and is consoquontly diffoult 
of approach except by a few tortuous channels. It is intersected 
hy numerous estuaries, but their mouths are often obstructed 
by sand bars, which effectually provent the passage of vessels of 
any size, ‘The following is a brief account of the principal 
gatuaries proceeding: from west to east, 
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‘The westornmost estuary in Khulna is the Raimangal, which 
from Kaliganj downwards marks the boundary between this 
fisiict and the 24-Porganos, It is formed by the junction, 
‘about 6 miles from the soa, of three rivers, viz., the Hariabhang& 
to the wost, tho Raimangal river in thoYcontre, and the Jamun 
to the onst, It is navigablo by small oraft all the year round, 

‘Four to six miles eastward of tho Raimangal is the Malancht 
estumy, and a fow miles farther to the oustward is the Bara 
Pinga, having its channol separated from the formor by Patni 
jsland, An extensive reef or flat stretches out 3} or 4 loaguos 
from this island, on which tho ship Fa’mouth was lost in 1766, 
Dne ‘south from tho Raimangal and Malanché rivors is tho 
“Swatch of no ground.” ‘This consists of a great natural dopros- 
sion or holo in tho Bay of Bongal, of which a doscription will be 
found in Ohopter XV. ‘Tho namo Milanoh& has boon Anglicizod 
as Mollinchew, 

‘Tho next ostuary is the Marjata river, situated 2} or 3 leagues 
to the eastward of Patni island. It has a wide entranoo, about 4 
‘or 5 miles, inside which are two islands, called the Parbhinga 
jslands, On the roofs bounding tho channel loading to this river 
the ship Berksiiro was lost in 1771, About 10 miles east 
north-east from its mouth is a much smaller ostuary onlled 
tho Bingrt. 

‘Tho Haringhité, the oastornmost estuary in Khulna, is situa 
tod about 16 miles north-onst of the Bangri. It has a vory 
spacious entranoo, about 9 miles wide, betwoen two gront banks, 
which projoot from the land on each side, Although there is 
par at tho mouth with only 17 foot of water at low tide, the 
navigation is casior than that of any other rivor at tho head of 
the Bay of Bongal. ‘Tho great banks or shoals, which have 
formed’ at each side of the mouth and extend seaward for several 
ailes, protoot the antranoo, and aot as breakwaters to thé swell, 
‘The stroam is not disturbed by the “bore,” which visits the 
Hooghly and the Meghna, and it is also freo from mid-channel 
dangers. It sorves as tho outlet of Morrellganj, a town situated 
‘on ono of its branches, the Pangasi, about 50 or 60 miles from its 
mouth, ‘This placo was declared a port in 1868 for shipping and 
Jonding goods during the north-east; monsoon; but failed to attraot 
trade. Stoamers of the Inland Steam Navigation Companies, 
however, oall thore, and a fair trade in rico and betel-nuts is 
carried on. 

One of the most characteristic features of Khulna is the large 
number of marshes called Jils, Many are of small size, but 





 Gthers aro practically shallow inland Inkos, Some are mero 
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acoumulations of water upon low-lying ground, while others are 
natural drainago basins, the level of which docs not admit of 
Grainage. ‘Tholr formation is duo to the configuration of the 
istrict, which is divided by tho interlacing of the rivers into 
what aro practically islands, Hach of these is bounded by 
rivers, and the highest lovel is along their banks, 0 that the fall 
from all divootions is towards the gentre, whioh again is drained by 
a aeek or hdl, communicating with ono of tho surrounding rivers, 
In some places, the basin thus formed is on a fairly high level, 
‘ond the coutral depression, being sulfciontly high to be above 
water, at least during somo months of tho yoar, is used for 
growing orops, Other such depressions aro water-logged, but oan 
still bo usod for growing rico; while othors again axe inland 
Jokes always under wator and cannot be utilized for ultivation, 
Pho latter aro known as bile or hilt, ond aro oxcoptionally 
numerous in Khulns, tho prinofpal bits boing 24 in number and 
having an aron of 202 square milos. ‘Tho largest of those is the 
Bair Bi, situated on tho east of tho Jamaud river in Buran 
pargana, which oxtouds over 40 squero milos; bu ttho greater 
part of tho di? isnow under cultivation, Othor large bile are tho 
Dakitis, Pabla, Shahpur, Korkmér’, Dhunkhain, Kutaho, and 
Danobhingi. Besides thoso marshes, largo - nooumulations of 
water, called daors, exe found in tho deserted beds of rivers, 
among which tho Khura and Sririmpur daors are noticeable, 

‘Tho soil of tho district is composod of recent alluvium and Groxoor, 
the most romarknble {aot oonnected with its goologioal formation : 
ig thore aro roasons for believing that there has been some 
subsidence of tho oountry, ‘This thoory is oonfirmed by: the 
Aisooveries mado 60 yours ago by Colonol Gastrell, who wrote:— 
“What maximum height the Sundarbans may havo evar formerly 
attained above the mom tide lovel is utterly unknown ; that they 
over wero much higher then at prosent is, I think, more than 
Aoubtful, But that » genoral subsidenco has operated over tho 
whole extent of the Sundarbans, if not of tho entiro delta, is, I 
think, quite olear from tho rosult of examination of cuttings or 
sections mado in various parts whore tanks were being excavated. 
‘At Khulni, about twelve miles noxth of tho nearest Sundarban 
lot, at a depth of cighteon foct below the prosent surface of the 
ground, and parallel toit, the romains of an old forest were found, 
consisting entirely of sundt troos of various sizes, with thoir 
roots and lower portion of the trunks. exactly as they must have 
oxistod informer days, when all was fresh and groon above thom ; 
whilst alongside them lay the uppor portions of the tranks, brokon 
off pnd embedded in a thick stratum of old half-decomposed 
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vegetable mould ninotoon inches in dopth, from which, when 
first exposed, loaves, grasses and forns could readily be separated 
and detached. Below this wero other thinner strata of clays and 
vogetable mould corresponding to tho Galoutta poat, whilst above 
was a stratum of argillacoous sand passing into stiff blue clay 
containing numerous shells, Ono of tho troos was found projeot= 
ing far into tho uppor stratum of bluo clay. Many of the treos 
‘wore quito docomposed, whilst in othors the woody fibro was 
noarly perfoot.” 

‘That this subsidence of tho surface of tho ground is not. con 
fined to tho Sundarbans, sooms to bo confrmod by tho fact that 
sbumps of troos havo also boon found at Sealdah in Calouita, at 
‘various levels down to a depth of 80 foot, or 10 foot below the 
pat, ‘Thoso trees also wore pronownood-by tho Suporintondont 
of the Botanical Gardens to be sundri, a troo which never 
grows to within six or oight foot of the lowest tido lovols, It 

rs only on mud, or whore the surface is not too froquontly 
flooded to allow of tho growth of grass; but, at tho samo timo, 
it requires that its roots be oxposed to the air for at least 
several hours of each tide. If the prosont oval of their roota 
could suddenly booome tho lovol of tho country, tho wholo of 
tho Sundarbans at loast yvould bo under water ; and it appoars 
thorefore that tho doltaio trnot strotching from Khulnt to 
Calcutta mast at some timo havo undergone a subsidence, ‘Tho 
following ovidenoo in support of this view may be quoted from 
tho Manual of the Geology of India by R. D, Oldham (1898). 

“Tho peat bed is found in all excavations round Oaloutta, 
at a dopth varying from about 20 toabout 30 feat, and tho samo 
stratum appears to extond over a largo area in tho neighbouring 
country. A poaty Inyer has boon notiod at Port Oanning, 35 
miles to the south-east, and at Khulné, 80 milos oast by north, 
always at such a dopth below the prosent surface, as to be some 
foot beneath tho present mean tide level, In many of tho oases 
noticed, roots of the eundrttroo were found in tho poaty stratum. 
This treo grows a little abovo ordinary highewater mark in 
{ground Linblo to flooding, so that in overy instanoo of the roots 
oourring below the mean tide level, there is conclusive evidence 
of dopresion, This evidence is confirmed by tho oowurrenoo of 
pobblos, for it is extremely improbable that coarse gravel should 
havo been deposited in water 80 fathoms deep, and largo frage 
ments could not havo been brought to their prosont position unless 
the streams, which now tmverso tho country, had a grentor fall 
formerly, or unless, which is perhaps more probable, rocky hills 
oxisted which have now been oovored up by alluvial doposite, 
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‘The coarse gravels and sands, whic form so considerable a 
proportion of the beds traversed, oan scarcely be deltaic accum- 
jations, and it is therefore probable that when they were formed, 
tho present site of Caloutta was near the margin of the alluvial 
plain, and it is quite possible that a portion of the Bay of Bengal 
was dry land. f : 
As rogards tho cause of this subsidence various theories have 
boon proponnded. Ono writer, in an artiole published in tho 
Cateutta Review, asoribes it to the weight of the suporinoumbent 
carth and forest. “If,” he says, “ we consider tho jis 

nature of the foundation of the Sundarbans, which, at a distanoo 
of only 120 feet from the surface, consists of a bed of ‘semi-fluid 
mud 40 feet in thickness, and then remember the terrific convul- 
sions that have at different periods shaken the delta to its deepest: 
foundations, we must not bo surprised to find thet the liguid 
‘mass, unable to support the suporineumbent weight, has repeatedly 
bulged out soaward, reducing the level of tho delta, submerging 
wholo forests, together with their fauna and flora.”* Colonel 
Gastrell again considered that, though the general dopression may 
have hoon cansod partially in this way, it was more probablo that 
it wos caused suddenly during somo great earthquakes. “Tho 
fact of all the tress being, as a rule, broken off short, and nono 
boing found standing at Khuln& or Sealdah, might in that ctwo 
‘be accounted for by tho onormous wave that in such a subsidencg 
‘would have rolled in from the Bay over the Sundarbans, destroying 
all in its path, Or supposing the subsidence not to have been. 
general over the whole tract at first, and only sufficient to havo 
“gubmerged the roots below low-tide level, and so killed them, all 
would have dried up as they'stood, and succumbed to some one 
‘of the cyclones that must have subsequently swept over the tract, 
‘Tho latter awsamption seoms likely, because, whilst at Khuln& 
and Sealdah the troes were all broken short off close to the 
ground, at Matlé, which is situated betwoen thoso plaoes, they 
are said to have been foand intact and unbroken, which could not 
have been the onso had a great wave, caused by the sudden 
‘subsidence of the country, swept in from the Bay over the sinking 
forests; in that case, Khuln&, Mutli, and Sealdah, supposing the 
tubmorgencs goneral, would have ben exposed and suffered 
alike, and the trees woald have been equally dotomposed in all 
places, ‘Tho fact of their not being so, seems to clearly show 
that the subsidence at Khuln’ was prior to that at Matla, as in 
the first placo the trees were mostly decomposed, while in the 
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Bouxy, 


18 ‘KHULNA. 


fooond they wero not $0.* All is pure conjeotore, howorer, and 
the oauses may have been very different.” 

In the north-west of the district there aro oxtonsive groves 
of date-palms especially on tho outskirts of villages. ‘The north- 
east and centre of the district aro gonerally inundated dnring 
the rainy season, only the river banks and tho artificial mounds 
on which habitations aro situated rising above the fresh water 
goa that xesults, ‘Theso clevated ombankmonts arc, whoro not 
occupied by gardens, covered with a sombby jungle of somi- 
spontaneous spooies, from which riso bamboos, betel and 
cocoanut palms with a fow taller trees, ‘Tho surfaco of tho 
marshes shows cithor huge Strotches of inundntél rico or is 
covorod with matted floating islets of sodgos wnd grassos and 
various water lilies. 

In the Sundexbans tract a difforont class of vogotation is 
found. ‘Tho portion nearest to the sea, an intricate system of 
sea-creeks and half-formed islands, densely clothed with a tidal 
forest of a purely Malayan typo, soparates itself spontunoously 
from the alluvial rice plain to the north, whero the river banks 
at least are highor, where. tanks oan bo dug that will retain 
fresh water, and whoro only tho largor streams are much affected 
by, the tides. ‘This donso forost forms the compact and natural 
Sundarban province, filled with species to bo mot nowhero elso 
in Bengel save along tho southern coast of Obittagong, and, to a 
minor degree, in the delta of the Mahinadi.* In tho evergreen 
forest covering: the islands various mangroves hold first plaoe, with. 
am undergrowth of climbers and horbacoous plant, ‘Two grega- 
rious palms axe conspicuous, the Wipa srulieans in tho swamps and 
on-the xiver banks, and the Phanie paludoea in drier looslities, 
‘Tho former is a low stomless palm, which throws up pale yellow- 
green tufts of feathery Loaves, often. 80 feet long, and bears a 
large head of nuts, ‘Tho latter is a dwarf slender-stommed palm, 
which covets the whole landsoape with a carpet of feathery fronds 
of the liveliest green, presenting so dense a mass of foliage, that 
when seen from above, the stems aro wholly hidden. A remark. 
ablo feature of the estuarine; vogetation. is the habit of soveral 
of the endemic species, e.g., Heritiera, Amcora, Sonneratia and 
Phenie paludosa,-to send up from their subterranean roots a 
multitude of acrial root-suckers, in some cases several feot long, 
which act as respiratory organs. 

‘he following account of the flora of the Sundarbans has 
beon contributed by Lieutonant-Colonel D. Prain, rans. 

©. Prain, Bengal Plants, Galea, 1908. 
+ Imperial Gazettor of Tato, Vol, 1, Fp. 182-184, 
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‘The flat swampy islands surrounded by interlacing orecks 
and channels in tho lower delta aro covered with dense forest, 
‘Tho most plentiful and important species is sundra (Heritiora 
minor), which is of laxgor sizo and forms a puror forest where the 
wator in tho channels is loast brackish, Assoointed with sundra 
aro spocies of Anoora, Breavaria, Oarapa, Avicennia, Oynometra, 
Tntsia and Doliohandvow. On tho banks of orooke and rivers aro 
two epooies of Sonneratia, a Oarapa, a Barringtonia, Hebisous tilia= 
caus, Brownlowia, Pongamia, two Datbergias, a Crowlpinia, Avitone 
nia, Acanthus iliofoliu, Oerdora, Zigicoras, Agialitis, Phanie 
paludosa, Nipg and several other shynbs and climbers. ‘Theso are 
especially plontifol in the northom parts, where somo of them 
extend into the swamp forests, and, with Zemarie, Pavidanua, 
Calomus, Hogelteria and somo others, form a rather dense under 
growth; elsowhero tho undergrowth is very scanty, ‘With these 
plants on northora river banks some mangroves, especially Kendetia 
and Bruguiera, are associated, As tho influence of tho tides 
inoreasos, the mangroves become more numerous, Ooriops and. 
Rhizophora now appesting ‘with the others, till at length the 
riparian vegetation is altogethor mangrove. By this timo too, 
sundri and ifs associates largely disappear from the swamp forests, 
which are now mainly composed of good (Eecacaria Agaltocia). 
Nearer tlio soa, gerd in turn disappoar, and tho forest is oilmoat 
exclusiyaly composed of mangroves. This pure mangrove. foroaty 
somotimes extends into the tides, but at other times is reparated 
from the waves along the-sen fnoo by lino of low'sund hills. on 
which reappear somo of the swamp forest species, accompanied 
however. by a. few plants: charactoristio of olher Asiatio shores, 
like Erythrina indion, Thospeiia populnea, Tous Rumphii, and 
others, for whic the conditions presont’in the swampy islands 
appoar to bo unsuited. 

‘The wild animals of Khulna indude tiger, loopard, rhinoceros, 
wild buffalo, wild pig, wild ont, door, poroupines, otters and. 
monkeys.’ Ther animals are found for tho most part in the 
Sundarbans to the south and aro comparatively scare in the 
settled tracts to tho north, ‘The rhinoceros was formerly 
commori, end Alexander Hamilton, writing of the Sundarbans 
in 1727, described them as contnining many of these animals, 
“Phe tongue of tho thinoooros,” he adds, “is somewhat of a 
mrity, for if ho can but got any of his antagonists down lio 
will Tick thom so clean that ho leaves no skin or flesh to cover 
their bones.” Hyon as Into as 1859 wo find it stated that the 
countzy at the mouths of the Malancha and Raimangal rivers was 

+ jnfested by shinoceros and deer, the whole ground. being ont 
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up by ther foot, Both Thinooaros and buffaloes havo now been 
almost oxterminated by nativo shifdris. ‘Tigers, howevor, aro 
exoeptichally numerous, and as many of thom are man-oaters, 
thoy aro literally a scourge in tho forest: aren, ‘This’ is no new 
foaturo, for 80 yonrs ago Sir Jamos Westland montionod ono such 
brite who was an objeot of dread over a largo tract of land. 
“Tardly m wook passod but there woro ono or two roporls of 
people carried off by him, and ho used to bo porfootly wall 
known., Ho had apparently a chaxmed life, Ono day ho camo 
on boatd an Englishmun’s boat and coolly walked off with ono 
or two of his oarsmen. ‘Tho Bnglishman lovollod g blunderbuss at 
him, but the insteument burst, and while it mitch injured th 
shooter, the tiger got off soot-froo, On another oonsion tho samo 
tiger passed within a fow yards of a gentleman who was 
accustomed to and prepared for such intorviows, Ho of course 
fired, but again tho beast escaped soatholess. ‘This post was 
finally killed by Mr. Morrell of Morrellganj, who laid wait for 
him, shutting himsolf up in on iron cago, ‘Tho tigor was only 
severely wounded by the shot, and he charged and knocked over 
the cage; but the cessation of his ravages showed that the wound 
had a mortal effect.” 
“2, Theeo brates, who will swim broad streams in search of proy, 
‘are justly dreaded by those whose business takes them into 
the-forosts, No woodoutter will go there to ont wo! unloss 
accompanied by a fukir, who is supposed to have power over 
tigers and other wild animals, Beforo commencing work, the 
{faker ossombles”all tho woodoutters of his party, clears a space 
at the edge of the forest, and oreots a mumbor of tont-liko huts, 
in which he places imagos of various doitios, to which offerings 
aro made, When this has been done, the allotment is considered 
reo ‘of tigers ; and each woodontter, before commencing: work, 
makes an offering to tho jungle deities, by which act: ho is 
supposed to have gainod a right to their protection, In tho event 
of any of tho party boing onrried off by a tiger, tho fare dooamps, 
and tho woodouttors placo flags at the most prominent corners of 
tho allotment to warn off others, * : 
‘Tho diticulty of clearing tho forest of theso brates is sinturally 
very great owing to tho denso junglo, and it has somotimos 
happened that whilo the sporteman imagined that he was follow- 
fig up o tiger, the tiger was stalking him, No loss than 101 
men were killed by tigors in tho Sundarbans forests in 1905-06, 
aiid’83 in 1906.07, In ordor, if possible, to rednoo thoir numbers, 
Government pays roward of Re, 60 for each tigor shot east of ° 
the Passur river and Re, 100 for ench of thoso to the west of it, 
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Regarding the causes of the provalonoe of man-cating tigers, 
4 Sir Honry Farrington, Deputy Consorvator of Forests, formerly 
in chargo of the Sundarbans Division, writes -—" This 
dably tho rosult of their being fired ot by nati 
who, as a volo, only use small slugs which wotind 
tho tigor without killing it, ‘Tho diminution in tho number of 
deer caused by wholesale slaughtor by native shikaris also tends 
to mako tigers man-caters, for it is obvious that, in forests with 
8 normal stock of ohilal, tigers would have no diffioulty what 
cover in getting a living and would considerately avoid mankind, 
Tiven a confirmed anen-cater would bo less hermful if doér 
wero in abundanoo, It is also a ourious fact that man-ontors 
aro far worso in those localities most frequented by native 
shikaris,”” ‘With reference to these remarks, howovor, it may bo. 
obsorved that the man-eating propensities of tigors in tho 
Sundarbans havo been notorious for over byo  oenturies, 
Bernior, dosoribing this traot in tho latter hlé of tho 17th’ 
contury, writes:—“It is in many places dangerous to land, 
and great cao must bo had that tho boat which during the 
night is fastoned to a treo, bo kept at some distance from the 
shoro, for it constantly happons that some porsons ox another 
falls a proy to tigors. ‘Thos forooious animals aro vory apf, 
it is nid, to onter into the bout itself, while the pooplo.are 
sloop, and to onrry away some viotim, who, if wo aro to believe 
tho boatmon of the country, generally happens to bo tho stouteit 
and fattest of the party.” It may be added that in the he 
Sundarbans a tiger is called a sia, which in other parts of Bengal: 
+ mioans' a jackal, ‘ 
Leopards aro also numerous in the Sundarbans and in newly 
yeolaimed land, whoro they take up thoir quarters in thickets 
near hnman habitations and cay off cattle and othor animals, 
Lately ono appeared in the outabirts of the town of Khulna, but 
was soarod away after it had managed to kill a threo-legged cow. 
_, Wild pige aro numorots and destructive to tho rope, and deer 
‘also do great damage in November and December when the rice 
hhas not reached matuity ; they include dpotted deor, barking 
58 door and hog deer, but the most common is spotted de 
‘The game birds of the distriot include wild. goose, wild duck, Bist 
crance, junglofowl, mipe, partridge, and mumorous water-fowl, 
which are common both in the Sundarbans and in the large bils 
situated in the interior, Among other birds may bo mentioned 
djutants of two kinds, one the common Ardea gigantea, the 
other the marabout ndjutent, from which is obtained the beautiful 
foathers bearing that namo, fishing ond other eagles, vultures, 
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* 
Kites, hawks, owls, mainds, doves, parroquets, flyoatchers, orioles, 
woodpedkers, sondpipere, egrets, ‘waders, small and large spoon- 
bills, peonns, storks, paddy birds, herons, oto 

‘Pho rivers and estuaries aro infested. with orocodiles, which 
are exceptionally numerous in tho Madhumati and Bhairab, 
while in the Sundarbans they are so abundant that it is not 
aafo to bathe exeopt at places specially protected by palisados 
of bomboos or wooden stakes. Hven this precaution somotimos 
fails, Instanoes havo frequently beon known of crocodiles 
entering within tho palisados from tho land sido dming tho 
night. In tho moming tho first notice of tho hiddon danger is 
the struggles and shricks of somo unfortunate woman soizod 
and dragged under water. A striking instonco of their audacity 
is on record. Many yoars ago at Khulni a gang of oonviots 
were being inspected by the Magistrate prior to their being 
sent off to another and more distant jail. ‘The mon, number- 
ing with their guards about 60, were drawn up in line on 
the raised embankment of the river, and the examination was 

proceeding, when a crocodile rushed up th bank, seized a prisoner 
Fy Cbs lege, dragged him from tho reals, and in's moment before 
any assistance could possibly bo rendered, had plungod into. tho 
river and disappeared. Sharks, also, aro by no means uncommon 
in the larger streams and estuaries, 

Fish algo abound in noorly all the rivers and estuaries 
Tho most valuable fish caught in tho estuaries and ostuarine 
rivers aro different kinds of mugils and Polynomus and the 
wellknown bietki (Lates caicarifer). The delicious tapsi (Poly 
emus poradiseus) is also found in somo of tho tidal rivers, such 
as'the Passur, and the Ailsa (Olupea ilisha) in the Madhumats, 
Phe Sundarbans,, in fact, form the most valuablo of the estuarine 
Gsheries in Bengel, for tho numerous waterways aro full of 
fish and orustacea, and in Khulna this source of fish supply 
hhas barely been tapped, Fish aro also numerous in the inland , 
rivera, but the detorioriation of their channels oaused by the 
seceding of the Ganges water has seriously affected tho supply, 
‘They have now become tidal, and the water is consequently 
brackish, so that carp havo already deserted them. Tho dils 


~.-mré also valuable fisheries, In the rains they afford spawn- 


ing ground for numorous varieties of fish, and shelter to all 
daring the dry season, Moreover, being usually full of hardy 
aquatic weeds and floating plants of various Kinds, they aro 
not-opon to fiee netting and aro immune froni modos of oapture 
which- might “exhaust the supply, ‘The water being praoti- 
cally. stagnant ig not favourable to carp life, and the larger 
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varicties usually desert them in favour of rivers. But they 
axe the proper home of koi or climbing perch (Anabas scandens), 
magur (Olarius magur), singi (Saccobranches fosilis) and a host 
of other fish, which, though dark and unsightly, and often’ of. 
+» small size, are highly prized by the people as affording nourishi 
food, especially for tho oonvalosomt., With the gradual silting 
up of tho rivers and tho increasing pressure of population, ‘ 
however, tho ils aro béing reclaimed and “brought under culti- 
vation causing a corresponding reduction of the fishery area, 
Numerous fish aro also found in tho tauks which abound in the 
district for it is not posible to build a house except on the bank 
of a river, without first raising the land with carth and thereby 
excavating a tank, 

+ The foi above mentioned is one of the most curious fish found 
in the district, It is an ugly, voracious little fich about 5 inches 
in length, of a mottled brown and yellow colour. Numbers of 
them may bo seon hanging on to tho mangrove stoms by spines 
arranged along the margin of the gills, three or four feot above 

| tho level of the reveding tide, from which elevation they drop 
| into the wator by soores when disturbed by # boat or a steamer 
passing; or they moy be scen floundering about upon the black 
sud, whore they lio in hundreds sunning their ugly little bodies. 
‘Tho soasons in Khulna are substantially the same as in Cxnurs,” 
j other parts of Lower Bengal. ‘Tho winter ets in-th beginning fi 
' of Decomber ond lasts till the middle of February. These are 
cool months with a prevailing north-west wind and a heary dew 
. at night, but are trying to persons predisposed to rheumatism, 
RA ‘From the “middle of February to’ the end of March, a period a 

Tooally regarded as the spring, tho wind veers round from the 2 
north-west to the south, end is often variable, It is tolerably : 

hot doring the day time, and is fairly cool at night, whon there. 

is often hesvy dow. ‘The wenther becomes very hot in April 

‘= and continuest o be so till the middle of June, when the tempera- 

+ © ture js lowered by the setting in of the monsoon. But even 
during tho rains the host is often great, and if there isno rain ‘ 

for a week or £0, it becomes extremely sultry. ‘The rains abate 

in September, when the heat ogain becomes trying and the 

atmosphere steamy. October and November may be termed the 
autumn in this distriot; and the: cold weather may be said to 
begin in November. By Jauuary it is often quite old. 

‘The sounds known as the “Barissl guns,” becauso thoy Barinl 
Tesomble the report of cannon or loud explosions, are heard in this 5° 
district during the south-west monsoon and rainy season. They 
appear to come from the south or south-east, iz., from the sea 
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board, and are usually heard distinotly aftor a heavy fall of rain 
or on tho cessation cf a squoll, generally while tho tido is rising. 
Mr. H. J. Rainey, a zomindiv of Khulna, has pointed out ono 
curious circumstance, viz, that tho direction of tho sounds 
appears ¢o travel invariably along the course of tho streams that 
discharge themselves into fho Bay. “Chis oiroumstenoo,” he 
says, “I havo carefully obsorved for a sories of yents, and hence Z 
indionted the noises a8 coming from tho’ sea-boord, Khulnd is 
situated on the confluence of the rivers Bhairab and Riipst (the 
latter a looal name for the continuation of the Passur), which 
run respectively noxth+and cast of it ; and whon I was residing 
there, I noticed that the sounds appeared to como from the south 
east, while now that I am living across tho Itipsa, on the west 
side of it, the noises aro heard from tho south-west.”* 

Tho rainy season bogins about the middle of Juno and 
continues till Ovtobor.. But in the latter part of March, during 
April end sometimes in May, tho noxth-west wind brings in 
showers botween 3 or 4 o’dlock in the aftemoon nocompanied 
by lightning. ‘The annual averngo rainfall for the whole distriot 
is 65°87 inches, of which 6°45 inchos fall in May, 1276 inches 
in Juno, 1810 inches in July, 12°82 inches in August, 0°55 inches 
in Septomber and 5:21 inches in October, Tho following table 
shews for the cold, hot and rainy soasons tha rainfall recorded. 
at the difforent rain registering stations, the figuros shown being 
the average in each oaso :— 




















Years ‘| November to! March to] Jane to 
aa rcered.| Pobruny. | Bay. | Oster ela, 
Kevma 9-80 nar! 5090] esa 
Baonmayax 2990 ier | s66a| 7-00 
Nauoroe naa 959} 50a] 6R57 
Rawras, jon 1085 | 5527) 6326 


Sireuma 0-81 





M105) 49-77] 68-06 








Dumoe amuse... | 248 | 1088 
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* Proceedings of the Asintie Society, Bengal, 1879, pp, 248, 244, 201. 
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HISTORY, 


Iw prehistorio timos, Khulna is believed fo havo formed part of prisms. 
the deliaio trot known as Banga, In the Aitareya Aronyaka Toxo 
tho inhabitants of this tract are represented as eaters of indiscri-"™°" 
minate food and progenitors of many children, while tho 
Raghwoansa describes them as living in boats’and growing trans- 
planted xico for their staplo orop—a description which has 
boon said to mark them as the ancestors of tho Chandals, who 
form a predominant raco in Khuln8, ‘Thoso references would 
Jead ond to suppose that tho people of tho lower delta wore in 
vory low stato of civilization, but Intex accounts show thyt this 
traot had become a populons and civilized country It appears 
to have formed part of the kingdom of Somatats, a name meaning 
the low-lying country near the soa, As early as the fourth 
contuxy A.D. the tonquests of Samudre Gupta extended as far as 
Samatata, and in the seventh centmry A.D. we find the Chinceo 
traveller Hinen ‘Tsing desmibing it as a low-lying county 
bordering on the grost sea, rich in orops, flowers and fruits, 
“Tho climate” ho said, “is soft and tho: habits of the people 
agreeable. Tho men aro small of stature and of black 
complexion, but hardy by nature and diligent in the acquisition 
of learnisig. ‘There aro somo 30 Buddhist monosterios with 
some 2000 priests and 100 Hindu temples, while the naked 
ascetics called Nigranthas aré olso numerous.” From this 
account it would appear that the doatrines of Buddha had spread 
to the south of the Gangetic delta, The royal family seems 
also to have embraced Buddhism, for ono of them, Silabhadra, 
whom Hiuen Tsing met in Magadha, was a venerable old 
Buddhist scholar, while another native of Samateta, Indrabhadra, 
who was perhaps a spiritual dedoondant of Silabhadra, sot 
up a fino life-size image of Buddha at Bodh Gaya.* Later, in 
the Uth omtury A.D. this tract formed part of Bigri, a 
name given to the couthern deltaic portion of the kingdom of 
Ballal Sen.” 








© Report Arch, Surv, Ind, for 1908.06 (p. 62). 
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‘Thoso referonoes, fragmontary as thoy are, eannot bo said to 
have special application to tho tract included in tho present 
distriot of Khulng, Indood, it has boon held that in tho oarly 
ages this part of tho delta had not yet beon formod. ‘Thus, Babu 
Nab Chandra Dis writos in A ols on the Ancient Goography of 
Asia:—"Tt is probable that the Ganges originally mot the 
sea in tho tract which now forms tho district of Murshidabra oy 
Nabadwip (Nadid, now isles). Lowor Bongal, or tho dalta of tho 
Gangos and tho Brahmaputra, was thon a part of tho soa, which 
generally recoded southwards in tho couse of timo, a thoory 
which roccives corroboration from othor quarters also.” Thi 
corroborative ovidenoo is sot forth by tho author as follows 
“Wo find in the Mahabharata, Yana Paron (Oh, 119), that 
Yudhisthira oomo to tho Kousikt Zirvia (junolion of tho 
Kasi or Kusi and the Ganges, opposite Colgong), and found the 
sea heyond, with 500 rivers flowing into it, Kah Disa in his 
Raghuvansa (Conto iv) spoaks of tho army of Raghu as having 
flowed, like tho Ganges, lod by Bhaghath, to the eastern ocoan 
and conquorod tho Submis, on the sea-shore dark with palm troos, 
and tho Vangas, who fought with boats and orectod monuments 
on the islos at the mouth of tho Gangos, ‘The oastemn oooan 
moant is the Bay of Bongal, which thon probably rollod her 
waves up to,tho sub-Himalayan tract cast of Anga (Bhigalpur) 
and wost of Kamripa (Assam), ‘Tho prosorrt Bay cnn hardly bo 
said to bo oast- of Ajodhys, whenoo the army had marched down 
eastwards, nocording to the goography of tho timos as known to 
Kalt Disa.” ‘ 

‘Pho oaxliost traditions of tho district aro oonnectod not with 
any anciont Buddhist or Hindu kingdom but with « Mubam- 
madan called Khin Jahin AN cr more generally Khinja Als, 
Looal legend relatos that he came here over four centuries ago to 
reclaim and cultivate tho Sunderbans, which wero then waste arid 
covered with forest. Ho is said to havo obtained a grant of this 
part of the country from the King of Bongal or the Emperor of 
Delhi, and ono aovount, by a oommon anadhroniem, says that ho 
wat a oourtior, of Akbar. ‘Che story runs that a sonnydot had 
promised to givd tho Emperor a valuable prosent, but whon he 
came, tho Emperor was asloop and Khanja Ali was fanning him, 
‘Kbanja Alt boing foarful of disturbing the Emperor, the holy 
man‘ refused'to wait, but bofore ho left, blessed Khanja Alt 
snd made ovor the gift to him- Pleased with tho conduct of his 
owurtier, the Emperor bade him retain: the presout and further 
ordered that he should ke given a grant of money ond: any lend 
of Whiol hé choss to-yottle,” Khanja Alt then left the oourt-mmi 
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‘came with a large number of followers to the Sundarbans, where 
horeclaimed a vast traot of jungle, Ho is represented as marching 
through the distriot with 60,000 mon making his road as 
ho wont along, ond as soltling finally at Baghorhat. ‘Tyadition 
assigns to him remains found in various parts of the district, 
ospocially thoso noar Baghorhit; and ho is orodited with 
building 360 mosquos with stone brought from Ohitlagong, and 
also with digging 360 tanks called after his loading followors— 
Bakhtiyir Khin, Ikhtiyar Khtn, Alam Khin, Seadat Khan, 
Ahmad Khin, Darié Khia, oto, In his old ago he ronounoed 
worldly affairs and lived the lifo of an asootio in Baghorhat, 
whoro his tomb may still bo soo with an insoription’ suying that, 
ho loft this world for a bettor ono in tho your 863 A.HL, 
1459 A.D. Ho is now rogardod as having, boon a great warrior 
anda holy saint in his lifetime, ond his tomb is a plaoo of 
pilgrimage, : f 

Apart from legend, wo know littlo of this carly Mubain- 
madan ruler, Eon tho namo popularly given to him (Khin @ 
Tobin All, corruptod by the rustio tongue into Khinja Ali) is 
not warranted, for jp tho insoription on his tomb ho is simply 
referred to by his title Khin Juhin, Tt apponrs certain, however, 
that ho was tho Govornor of this part of tho country in tho 
timo of Nasir-ud-djn Mahmiid Shah (1442-50); and it is possiblo, 
as pointed out by Profossor Blochmann, that ho may be 
idontioal with a oartain Khwaja Jahin montioned in an insorip- 
tion at Daooa, which says tliat tho ontranoo to a mosquo wus 
erected by “a Khin whoso title is Khwaja Jahtn, in tho reign 
of Mahmid Shih”; tho date of tho insoription oorrosponds ta 
18th Juno 1459. Beyond this, history romains silent, but wo 
may acoopt as true the popular tradition that, besides his own 
mausoleum, ho creoted the mosque at Baghorhat which now 
goo by tho namo of the Satgumbaz, and that he was ono of the 
‘arliest roclaimors of the Sundarbans. Tho legends about him, 
fas handed down from father to son, oro however not without 
historical value, In those logends, writes Dr. Blooh, “Khan 
Tohin appears asa holy man and a stanch warrior, who was 
sont out by the Emperor of Delhi to conquer tho distant country, 
‘and who worked groat miracles and achioved wondorful deods. 
Similar storios of a military oonquoror being turned into a Pir, 
or of a saint, like the famous Shah Jalal of Sylhet, waging war 
against the infidels, howover fabulous in detail, still retain a 
distant echo of the important political role that was played in 


“SH, Blochmann, Notee on Arabic and Persian insoription, LAS, 
Part I, 1872 (pp. 107-108). 2 > 
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tho carlior conturies of Muhammadan rule in India by saints and 
loaders of the great spiritual orders.” * 
kms. _ ‘Tho tract of country round Bagherhit, over which Khan 
yaranap. Jahin rulgd, was known as Khalifatabad, i.e, tho clearance of 
the Viceroy (Kialifa), and boro this namo up till the ond of 
tho 18th century. Hore, among tho crecks and jungles, the 
Bongal king Nasrat Shih (1619¢32) oreotod a mint, apparently 
in opposition to his father Ali-ud-din Husain Shib, for 
coins struck at Khalifatabad in 1616 during tho lifetime of 
tho latter ore still in cxistonce. “It is, however, curious,” 
Blochmann writes, “that a littlo higher up on 
tho Bhairab, onst of Khulna, whore tho Athérabinki (tho 
cighteon windings) joins tho Bhairab, thero is an Alsipur, 
ies, Ali-ud-dwn’s town. Wero it not for the distinct. statomont 
of the Réyasu-s-Salatin thet Ali-ud-din, after arriving as an 
adventurer in Bengal, settled at Ohahdpur (a very common 
namo) im Radha district, é., wost of tho Hughli, I would be 
2 inclined to identify the Ohindpur near this Algipur as the placo 
where tho Husnin dynasty of Bengal kings had its homo, 
espocially becauso Husain first obtained powar in the adjaocnt 
district “of Foridpur (Fathibid), whore his carliest ooins aro 
struck.’+ Another ciroumstanco which appears to support the 
thoory of Professor Blochmann about the Zecale of Husain Shth’s 
adopted homo is that tho names of Husain Shah, his brothor 
Yasuf Shah and his sons Nasrat, Shih and Mahmid Shih aro 
found in connection with sevpral parganas of Khulnd, Jossoro and 
Faridpur, such os Nosratshihi, Mahmidshihi, Yusufshabi and 
‘Muhammadabid.t 
Subsoquently tho namo Khalsfatibid was given to a sarkar or 
distriot of tho Mughal empire comprising nearly the whole of the 
north of the prosont district, Min Singh is said to have given 
jtpWs in this sarkar to the Afghins of Orissa after he had crushed 
‘their rebellion in 15908; and wo find it desoribed in tho Ain-i- 
Akbari as abounding in elephants and long popper. Among the 
+ mahale included in it tho Ain-i-Akbart mentions mahal Tala, with 
its chief town at Tala on tho Kabadak and Kapilmuni near it, and 
thon mahdls Sthos, Khalispar, Oharulia, Ringdia and Salimabad (or 
SulaimAntbad) north of the modern Morreliganj. North-west of 








* Archaological Survey of Indie, Annual Roper, 2008-04, 
“H, Blochwana, Geojraphy and History of Bengal J.A.S.My vo. 62, Part f, 
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the latter was Haveli Khalifatabad corresponding with the modem 
Baghérhat, The north-eastern corner of the district was included 


in sarkar Satgaon, and here the names of two mahdls aro prosorved 
inthe modern thins of Kaléros and Magurk. Khalifatabad is ono 
i rons! 






aap of 1000, wha it eppeee under the name of Ouiptara; 
ae el 

corruption of Khnlipat, xe. Khalifa, tho lator p often. being 

substituted in Bengali for f, ¢.., Firoxpar beoomes Pirojpur.* 


‘Towards the ond of the 10th century the tract now included Paarie 
‘RADIA, 


in tho distrist appoars to havo been ruled over by Pratapidit 
the Hindu hero of the Sundarbans, whose adventures havo boon 
‘commemorated in soveral works, ¢, the Vidya Sundar by Bhirut 
Chandra, the Raja Pratapaditya Oharita by Rim Ram Baso, and 
an abstract of the Inst work by Horischandra Turkilankir. 
Perhaps the most comprehensive work, however, is Pratapaditya 
hy Babu Nikhil Nath Rai, n.t., a Bengali work published at 
Galoutta in 1906, A Bengoli play of the sme name hes also 
‘boon written recently by Pandit Kshirod Prasid Vidytbenode, w.a. © 





‘Tho story of tho lifo of Pratipiditya, as handed down by Logentury 
tradition, is that during tho rule of Sulaiman Kararini, king cence 


Bengal from 1503 to 1872, ono Ram Obendra, a Kiyasth of 
astern Bongal, camo to Gar, with his threo sons, Bhabinand, 
Guninand, and Sivinand, and thore obtained an appointment in 
tho Revonuo Departmont of tho Stato. Sivinand, his youngost 
fon, was eventually raisod to tho position of chief kanungo, whilo 
Sivinand’s nephows, Sribari (or Seidhar) the son of Bhsbéniand 
and Jénakiballabh, the son of Guninand, beoame great favourites 
of David Khin, who succeeded: his fathor, Sulaiman Kararint, as 
king of Bengol. By him Srihari was given the title of Raja 
Bikramiditya and mado chief minister, whilo Janakiballabh was 
made his chief rovenno officer under the name of Basant Rai, 
Subsequently, when Daiid Khan rebellod against the Emperor 

‘Akbar and en imperial army was marching on Ganr, Daiid Khin 
fled from his kingdom after entrusting all his wealth to Bikrami- 
ditya and Basant Rai, with orders to remove it to some plase of * 
safety. ‘Tho two cousins then took all thoy could lay their hands 
on to a house they had recently built on the banks of the Jamun 
in the Sundarbans. So great, itis said, wos tho treasure thus 
removed that the eplondour of the city of Gaur was transferred to 
this new settlement, which was therefore given the namo of 
Yasohara (now corrupted to Jessore) moaning “depriving of 

HE, Bloshnain, Geography and History of Bengal, SAS.D, Past Iva. 
LAY, 1873, p28, 
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glory.” Anothet explanation which has beon suggested is that 
the namo moans that othor glorious cities compared with this city 
had no glory and thet Yasohara is oquivalont to “supromely 
glorious.” ‘Tho site of the otty they founded is at Tewaripur in 
this district, . 

‘Not only bad Bikramfditya and Basant Roi takon away with 
thom tho king’s troasuro, but also all tho Stato papers. Accord 
ingly, attor tho eapturo of Gaur in 1674, Taja ‘Loder Mal 
domanded thoir xostitulion; and they wore given up by the 
cousins on condition that they wore allowed to retain the territory 
in which thoy had settled, claiming that it had boon granted to 
thom by Daiid Khin, Bor a long timo therentter Raja Dikrama- 
dityn and Raja Basant Roi ruled jointly over Yasobara. 

‘Now Bikramfditya had a son, named Prattpaditya (ofton 
abbreviated to Pratip), of whom it wos predicted that ho would 
supplant his father. Evon in his early youth PratapAditya was 
distinguished for his ability and prowoss, ‘and tho old Rajé bogan 
to fear the fuldlment of tho prediction and to;suspoot that tho 

» young prinoo would not only, supplant him but also kill Basant 
Rai, whom tho old Taji loved more thai his own son. Willed 
with theso suspicions Bikramaditya persuaded Basanta Raf, much 
against his will, to agroe to sond him to Agra, Pratapiditya 
obeyod their orders, but, in his tum suspected that his uncle had 
contrived fo remove him from Jossore morely in order to inoreaso 
his own powor thoro in tho prosont and to seouro tho principality 
for his own childron in the futuro, At Agro Prataptditya won tho 
favour of the Emperor by his princely appearance, winning 
manners and ready wit, and in a short fimo was grantod a sanad 
making him o Raja and oonforring on him his father's territory, 
Ho then returned to Yasohara and, having supplanted his fathor, 
removed the seat of government to Dhiimghat, 

‘For a timo Pratipaditya prospered exceedingly. Ho adorn- 
ed his kingdom with noblo buildings, made roads, built temples, 
dug tanks and walls, and, in fact, did everything that a sovereign 
‘could do for tho welfare of his subjects. ‘Tho limits of his kingdom 
quickly extended, for ho made war on his neighbours and camo 
‘Of viotorious in evory battle till all the surrounding cotitry 
‘acknowledged his rule, Ultimately ho declared himsclf indepen~ 
dont of the Kimperor of Delhi, and go great was his powor 
that ho managed to dofeat ono after another 22 genorals sent 
fguinst him, All these successes ho owed to the favour 
of the goddess Jasoreswari (IKéli), who, plonsod with his 

yalous devotion to herself and his charity to all around him, 
had promised that she would aid him in evory difficulty, ani 
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nover loayo him fill ho himeslf drove her from his presence, 
Her favour. was at last withdrawn, for Pratipiditya assumed 
‘an-overweoning pride and became very tyrannical towards his 
subjects, beheading thom for tho léast offence. ‘Tho goddess, 
anxious to revoke her blessing, one day assumed tho disguise 
to the Raja's danghter, and appeared before him in Court, 
hon, he was disponsing his so-called justion by ordering a + 
swoopor woman's breast’ to be out off for having presumed 
to swoop the palace oourt in his prosenos, Shooked at: tho 
improprioty of his daughtor, as-he supposed her to bo, appoaring 
before him in Court, the Raja ordered her outand told her to 
Tenvo his palace for evor, ‘Tho goddess then revealed herself 
and told him that her former blessing and promised aid wore now 
withdrawn, as he himself had driven her from his presenoo. 

‘The downfall of Pratipaditaya soon followed, Ono of the 
last ond worst acts of his reign was committed when he 
tuanatinaéed his unclo, Basnnt Tai, with all his children, exoopt 
‘an infant who was hid ina fleld of kachw or arum plants. The 
infant, Raghab Rai, who, whon ho atiained manhood, was given 
the namo of Knchu Rai fo commemorato the way in which ho 
fexeaped, wns takon by one Bhabinand, a Diven of Bikramiditye, 
to the imperial court, ‘There he obteined tho oar of tho Wmperor, 
who hearing how his father and ‘brothers had been assassinated, 
Aireoted Man'Singh, the Govornor of Bengal (1580-1604), to orash 
Pratiipadilya, Min Singh ot Inst succeeded in dofeating him, 
‘both beoause the goddess Jasoreswari had turned hor baok on him, 
and also becnuto a treacherous courtier, Bhabinand Mozumdér, lot 
the imporial.army by a secrob route through the Sondavbans, Min 
Singh’ thus surprised the oupital end captured Pratapiditya, who 
was gont a prisoner {o Delhi. But on the way, ab Benaros, ho 
pput an end to bis life by swallowing somo poison he Kept concealed 
ina ring, rathor than be paraded in an iron, cage through tho 
strests of Dolhi, Bhabinand, from whom the Rajts of Krishnagar 
fare said to be descended, obtained a jagir as a xeward for the 
services ho had rendered. ‘ 

‘The traditional account of the rise and fallof PratipAditya Historical 
is confirmed from other sources. In the Tubakat-i-Akbari wo references, 
And a mention of Sridhar Bongali, who is desoribed as being « 

at favourite of Daid Khin and as having received from 

fm the title of Raji Bikramajit, s, Bikramiditya, He and 
Katha Khan, who had beon Governor of Orissa, conspired ageinst 
Todi Khin, tho Amtraul-Jmard ox commander-in-chict of 
D4id Khin, ond hod him imprisoned and put to death, for they 
thought that, if ‘he were removed, the offices of Vakiland Wazir 
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would fall to them. ‘We also find it stated that when Datid Khiu 
fled from Patna ofter his defont by the Emperor Akbar in 1674, 
Bikramtditya placed his valuables and treasure in a boat and 
followed him,* Pratapiditya has beon identified as the king of 
Chandooan, which was visited in 1598 by Frances Fornandos and 
his companion Dominio Do Joeu, tho first Josuits to visit Bengal, 
Fornandox desoribes Chandooun as lying half way botwoon Porto 
Grande (Ohittogong) and Porto Piccolo (probubly Bandol), and 
says that tho king's dominions wero eo extonsivo that it would 
tako 16 or 20 days to traverso thom. THis dosoription points to 
tho Sundarbens, for he says that tho counixy had a great trado 
in boes'-wax, which was produced in tho jungles, that the 
country was infostod by. daooits, and that ho and his companion 
encountered great dangers both from them and from ligors 
gn tho way to Obandooan.t Again, the family rovords of 
tho Rajis of Ohixfchré or Jossore stato that tho founder of the 
family, Bhabeswar Roi, was given a grant of parganay Saiyadpur, 
Amidpor, Mundigichi and Mallikpur as a roward for his sorvices 
against Pratipiditya. ‘Chis grant was mado by ono of Akbar's 
genorals, Azam Khin, or as ho was called attor ho had beon 
appointed ‘Viooroy of Bongal in 1582, Khin Azam. It would 
apponr, fhoreforo, that though Prataptditya gainod viotories over 
tho imporial armios and suocoeded in cluding their attempts to 
capture him, he lost part of his torritory baforo ho was finally 
reduced. It is probablo, moreover, that his viotories wore gained 
over small expoditions, for the Mughal armios wero busy in 
endeavouring to quell tho moro sarious risings of tho Afghans, 
‘Pho identification of Chandooan montioued abovo with the 
capital of Pratipiditya is duo to the resoarohos of Mr, HL, Boveridgo, 
who writes as follows in an article 7ore dhe Sundarbana 
inhabited in ancient times # published in the Journal of the Asiatio 
Society at Bongal, Vol. XLV, Part I, 1876. “By far the moat 
interesting nooount of the Sundarbans is contained in the letters 
of the Josuit priests who visited Baklét and Jossore in 2609 and 
1600, ‘Thoir letters were publishod by Nicholas Pimenta and 
have boon translated into Latin and French. I was indebted for 
my introduotion to thom to my friend Dr. Wise, who told mo 
that they wore quoted in Purchas’ Pilgrimage, Extracts from 
tho letters and the subsoquont history of the mission are also 
“Sir H, Riot, story of Zndta (1878) vo. V, pp. 873, 978. 
41, Beveridge, Ztory of Bakarganj, (p 446) Appondix © VILL, Francis 


Bernandes. 
‘f Bakls was a Sark comprising portions of the present Backergango and 


‘Daven distriete, 
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given by Pierre du Jarvio in his Histoire des choses plus memore 
ables advenues cuz Indes Orientele, Bordeaux, 1608-14, 

“Tt eppoars that Pimenta, who was a Jesuit visitor and 
stationed at Goa, sont two priests, Fernandes and Sosa, to Bengal 
in 1698, They left Oochin on 3rd May, 1698, and arrived in 18 
ays at the Little Port (Porto Pequino). From thence they went 
‘up the river to Gullo or Goli,® where they arrived cight days after 
leaving the “Little Port.” ‘While at Gullo, they wero invited by 
the Raji of o place called Chandeean (in Italian Ciandecan) to 
pay him a visit, and accordingly Fernandes sent Jose there, and 
hho was favourably recoived by tho king. Ono your after these 
two priests had left Ooohin, Pimonta sent two other priosts, 
Melohin do Fonseca and Andrew Bowes, to Bengal, and they 
arrived at Ohiltagong or at Diangat some time in 1599. On 22nd 
December, 1699, Fernandez wrote from Sripur, giving an aooount 
to Pimenta of the success of the mission, and on 20th January, 
1600, Fonseca wrote from Chandeoan giving an account of 
joursey which he had mado from Dianga to. Chanderen 
fof Baklt, Fonsece’s lottor is most interesting, Ho dosmibed 
how ho came to Bacola, and how well the king received him, and 
hhow he gave him letters patent, nothorising him to establish 
charchos, eto, throughout his dominions. He says that the king 
of Balla was not above eight yours of ago, but that ho had a 
discretion surpassing his years, ‘The king “ aftor compliments” 
asked mo wheto I was bound for, and I replied that I was going 
to the king of Ciandecan, who is to be the father-iilaw of your 
‘Highness. ‘Theso last words seom to be very important, for the 
kking of Oiandecan was, as I shall afterwards show, no other than 
tho famous Pratipiditya of Jessore, and therefore this boy-king 
of Baki must have been Rim Chandra Rai, who wo know 
married Pratapaditya’s daughter.” 

Fonseca then proceeds to describe tho route from Bakla to 
Chandocan, regarding which Mr, Beveridge writes—“ Though 
the good father evidently had an eye for natural eoonory and was 
lighted with the woods and rivers, it is ovident that what ho 
admired so much must have appeared to many to be “horrid jun- 
gl,” and was very like what the Sundarbans now aro. Tn faot, a 
great part of this description of the route from Bakit to Oiando- 
fan is still applicable to the journey from Barisal to Kaliganj, 
noar which Pratipiditya’s capital was situated. ‘The chief diffor- 
nod is that the progress of civilization has driven away the herds 

© Galo ls identiGed by Br. Beveridge with Baad. 

4 Dianga bes been denied by Prefer Blochmann with Dathiadangs on the 

Sangu tivertopth of Chittagong, 
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of deer and monkeys from the ordinary routes, though they aro 
sill to be found in tho woods and the deer have given their namo 
to one of the largest of tho Sundarban rivers (the Haringhata). 
‘Tho faithfulness of Fonseca's description sooms indioatod by 
his modestly admitting that ho had never soen a rhinoceros, 
while stating (quito troly) that there wero such animals in tho 
forest, Had he come upon any town on his ronto, it is reasonable 
to suppose that he would have mentioned it, 

‘Ponsooe arrived at Ciandooan on the 20th November, and 
there ho found Femandes's companion Dominic de Josa, who 
must cithor have boon left thore by Fornandez in 1008, or had 
returned some time afterwards. ‘Tho king rooeivod Fonseca with 
groat kindness, so much so, that ho says ho does not think a 
Ohristian prince could have behaved better. A church was built 
ab Ciandocan, and this was tho frst over erected in Bengal, and 
was as such dedicated to Josus Christ. Chittagong was tho 
second, and then came the church at Bandel, which was crectod 
by a Portugueso named Villalobos. The fair prospoots of the 
mission as described by Fernandez and Fonseoa were soon over 
clouded. Fornandes died in Novembor 1602 in prison at Chitta- 
gong, after he had been shamefully ill-used and deprived of 
the sight of an eye; the king of Ciandeoan proved a traitor, and 
Killed Carvalho the Portugueso commander, and drove out tho 
Tesvit priests, 

“ Leaving these matters, however, for tho prosent, lot us first 
answor the question, where was Oiandocan ? I reply that 
itis idontioal with Pratapaditya’s capital of Dhiimghat, and that 
it was situated near the modem Kiliganj. My reasons for 
this view are fist that Chandeoan or Ciandooan is ovidontly 
the same as Ohind Khin, and we know from the History of 
Raja’ Pratipiditya by Rim Ram Basa (modornized by Harish 
‘Torkflankir) that this was the old namo of the property in 
the Sundarbans, which Pratipiditya’s father Vikramaditya got 
from king Dati. Ohind Khan, wo are told, had died without 
heirs, and so Bikramiditya got the property. And thoro is 
nothing in this contradictory to the fact that Jessore formerly 
belonged to Khanja Ali (Khin Jabin) ; for Khanja Alt diod in 
1458, or about 120 yoars before Vikramiditya came to Jessore, #0 
that the latter must have succeeded to somo desoondant of Khai 
Als; and ho may very well have borne the name of Chand Khan, 
‘When the Jesuit priests visited Ciandeoan, Pratapaditya cannot 
have been very long on the throne, and therefore the old name of 
the locality (hind Khin) may still have clung toit. Bat besides 
this, Du Jarzio tolls us that after Fernandez had been killed ab 
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Ohittagong in 1602, the Josuit priests went to Sondip, but thoy 
soon left it and went with Carvalho the Portuguese commander to 
Ciandooan, ‘The king.of Ciandooan promised to befriend them, 
but in faot ho was dotarmined to kill Carvalho, and thereby make 
frionds with the king of Arakan, who was then very powerfal 
‘nd had already takon possession of tho kingdom of Bakla, ‘The 
king thorelore sent for Carvalho to “Jasor,” and there had 
him murdorod, ‘Tho nows reached Oiandeoun, says Du Jartio, 
‘at midnight, and this porhaps may give us somo idon of the 
Aistanoo of the two places. 
“T donot think that I nood add any thing to theso remarks 
exoopt that I lad omilted to mention that Femander visited 
Ciandooan in October, 1699, and got letters patent from the king. 
‘As an additional prooantion, Mernandes obtained pormission from 
the king to havo those lettors also ‘signed by tho king's son, who 
was thon a boy of 12 yoars of ago. ‘The boy may havo beon 
Udayiditya, and so he must have beon only 8 or 4 yours older 
than Ram Ohnndra Rai of Baka,” 
‘Tho visit of Josuits to the capital of Pratapiditya was also 
mentioned by Putchas, who wrote—'The king of Chandiéan 
(whioh lyeth at the mouth of tho Ganges) caused a Josuit to 
rohearso tho Decalogio , . . This king and tho others of 
Baoola and Aracan havo admitted the Josuit into thoir countrios,’* 
Acoording to tradition, Vratapiditya was one of tho Barb nae 
Bhuiyts (or Bhuyis), tho twolvo chiefs who held the south and 3sRax 
const of Bengal towards tho closo of tho 16th osntury, Looal soa 
patriotism, indeod, claims that Prataptditya overcame all the 
other Bhuiyas and had undisputed pro.ominenoo, but precedenoa 
should probably bo given to Ist Khin Masnadi-Alt of KI 
pur. ‘Tho lattor is desoribod by Abul Fas! as the Maxzban. 
Bhti or governor of tho low-lying land nour the soa and as tho 
ruler over twelve grent mumindis, while Ralph Hitch who visited 
Sunargaon in 1585 says that “the chief king of all these 
‘countries is called Isncan, and ho is the chief of all the other 
kings.” Apart from this question, thore seems no doubt that 
Pratiptditya was one of tho most powerful of tho Birah Bhuiyts, 
who, from occasional referenoes in the works of Muhummadan: 
historians supplomented by tradition, appear to have boon 
nominally vassals of the Emperor but practically independent, 
‘Tho resoarchos of Dr, Wiso havo thrown further light on these 
rulers and have shewn that their power was well attosted by arly 
Buropean traveller and missionaries. Tarrio, who dorived his 
information from the Jesuit fathers sent to Bengal in 1599, says 
that the “profects’’ of the twelve kingdoms governed by the, 
Fy 
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King of the Pathins united their forces and drove out the 
Mughals, They oboyed no one, paid no tribute, and though they 
displayed a royal splendour, they did not call themsolves kings 
but Boiones, which is obviously » Latin translation of Bhuiyas, 
Ho then goos on to say that throo of theso chiefs obsorved 
tho religion of the country, vis. Ohandecanius, Siripuranue, at 
Bakalenus, and the remaining nino were Muhammadans. The 
three Hindu chisfs aro clearly the Bhuiyas of Ohandocan, Sripur 
and Bakla, D'Avity, whose work was published at Paris in 
1643, copies this dosoription of Bengal, but gives a fow additional 
partioulars of these twelve sovereigns, as ho calls them. Tho 
most powerful, he informs us, wore those of Sripur and Ohande- 
can, but the greatest of all was Masondolin or Maasudalin, é., 
Masnad-i-Al, tho title of Ist Khan of Khisrpur. Again, 
Sobastion Manrique, a Spanish monk of tho order of Saint 
Angustin, who resided in India from 1628 to 1641, statos in his 
Itinerary that the kingdoms of Bengal wore divided into 12 
provinces, among which he mentions Chandecan, and that the 
king of Bengal, who resided at Gaur, maintained as vassals 12 
chiots in as many districts, whom tho natives oall tho Boines do 
Bongala, : 

"These authorities,” says Dr. Wise, “advanoo our knowledge 
considerably. ‘The Bhuyas, according to thom, had boon depen- 
dents of the king of Gaur, but had aoguired independence by 
force of arms. They refused to pay tribute or to acknowledge 
allegiance to any one. From being prefoots appointed by the 
King they had become kings, with armies and flosts at their oom- 
mand, ever ready to wage war against each other or to oppose the 
invasions of Portuguoso pirates or Magh froebooters.” Tho 
attainment of such independonoo oan readily be understood when 
it is remembered that till the close of the 16th century Akbar’s 
ompire had not been permanently established in Bengal owing to 
a dangerous military revolt and the porsistont rebellions of the 
Afghins. While the Emperor's armies were dealing with the 
latter, the Bhuiyas of Bengal were able to maintain practical 
independence amidst the swamps and rivers of the delta, which 
‘wore a strong natural obstacle to invasion.” 

After the fall of Pratapaditya the portion of hia territory 
lying within the Khulna district passed into the hands of the 
Rajas of Jessore, otherwise known as the Chanchra Rajis. These 
‘Rajas trace their descent to Bhabeswar Rai, whom Khan Azim, 
Governor of Bengal from 1582-84, rewarded for his sorvices 

"Dr, James Whe, Zhe Harah Baye of Bengal, J,ASB, Vol, XLT, 
Part I, 1874, and Vol, XLIV, Part 1, 1875, 








isroRy. aT 


against Pratapaditya by a grant of land comprising pargonas 
Saiyadpur, Amidpur, Mundagichs and Mallikpur. On his death 
the property passed to his son Mahtah Ram Rai (1588-1619), 
who assisted Mix Singh against Pratapaditya, and it was 
greatly oxtnded by Manohar Rei (1640-1705), who during his 
long life acquired one pargana after another. Finally, only & 
few parganas remained unabsorbed in the estate of the Rajas 
of Jessore, who pursued a steady policy of aggrandizement, until 
in tho Inst days of Mughal rale the greater part of tho district 
‘was paroolled out botweon them and a fow other zamindirs. 

‘These great landholders were a turbulent and independent 
class, ready at any suitable opportunity to withhold payment of 
the revenue. Accordingly, the Nawabs kept a military governor 
with a small fores in each of the districts, and this officer, who 
was callod the Fayjdar, exercised on the part of the Nawab suffi- 
ciont power to make it to tho interest of each zamindar to pay 
the demand. ‘The darogé, as he was called, appears to have been 
almost the only Government officer in the district who had any- 
thing to do with civil administration. It was his duty to reccive 
from the zamindirs the dacoits, robbers and murderers whom they 
had to apprehend, and to try them. He might also receive 
‘complaints direot from the complainants, but his judioial authority 
was limited, for, except in petty cases, he had to submit. his 
proceedings to tho Naib Nawab for orders. Neither in theory 
nor in practico had he any authority to supervise the prooced- 
ings of the zamindars, with whom lay practically the whole 
administration of the country, ‘They paid a certain sum by way 
of excise rovenus, and managed excise within the limits of their 
estates exactly as they pleased. They handed over to Govern- 
mont a oertain stm as duties on internal trade, and were allowed 
in tum to make almost any oxactions they pleased on traders. 
‘Pho duties of police were in their hands, and they or their 
subordinates had also a good deal to do with the adjudicature of 
petty disputes whether criminal or civil 

‘Pho general result of this system has been well described by. 
Sir James Westland. “Almost all the funotions of administration 
‘wore heaped upon the zamindars, and they might do as they 
pleased 0 long as they discharged their revenue, Supervision 
was a mere name, and the cousequonces may be easily imagined. 
‘The zamindars followed the exemple of Government and trans 
forred the task of administration to subordinates selected by them- 
selves, not with reference to their ability or uprightness, but 
solely with reference to their readiness to seoure their masters? 
interests. ‘The people were oppressed that the zmind&r might 
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have his rent, and they wore plundered in order that the 
sainindér’s sorvants might becomo rich. ‘Pho zamindirs, who 
performed all their polico dutios on contract, opt up the most 
wrotohedly inofliiont ostablishmonts for tho puxposo ; and dacoits 
and robbers pliod thoir profcesion with vigour, finding little 
Lindzanos from the polico, snd often in loaguo with thom, and 
oven with tho zamfndr himself or his highor offtcors. Complaint 
against wrong was usclom ; tho zamindix or his ofoor hind it 
entirely in his own option whothor he would liston to it or not : 
and the complainant had vory little chanoo of rolief, for tho 
oppressor was often the zamindix’s servant, and tho plundoror, 
oven if thay took tho trouble to traco him, would not find it 
Aiffioult to mako frionds with his captors.” 

In common with othor sea-bonrd districts Khulnt appears 
to havo suffered during the Mughal rulo from tho dopredations 
of Arakansse (Magh) and Portuguoso (Biringht) pirates, whose 
galleys swopt tho soa-faco of tho Sundarbans and ravagod the 
villages along the estuarios, ‘To such an oxtont woro those 
oprodations carried on that in Rennoll’s map a noto is enterod 
that tho portion of tho Sundarbans lying in Backergungo had 
boon depopulated by tho “Muggs.” A vivid nooount of the 
ravages of tho Portuguoso oorsnins line boon loft hy Bornfor, who 
vrites :—'Tho King of Rakan, who lived in porpotual drond of 
the Mogol, kopt theso foroigners, as a spooies of advanced guard, 
for tho protection of his frontior, permitting them to occupy a 
soaport called Ohatigon, and making thom grants of land, As 
thoy woro unawod and ‘unrestrained by tho govornmont, it was 
not surprising that these rnogados purtuod no other trado than 
that of rapine and piraoy. ‘They scoured the neighbouring soas 
in light galloys, oalled galleasses, entered tho numerous arms and 
Tranchos of tho Ganges, ravaged tho islands of Lower Bengale, 
and, often penetrating forty or ity leagues up the country, 
surprised and oarried away tho entire population of villages on 
markot days, and at timos when the inhabitants wore assembled 
for the celebration of a mazriago or somo other festival, ‘Tho 
maranders mado slaves of their unhappy captives, and burnt 
whatever could not be removed. It is owing to these roponted 
Aopredations that wo 00 so many fino islands at tho mouth of 
the Ganges, formerly thickly peopled, now ontiroly doserted by 
human beings, and become the desolate lnirs of tigers and othor 








“wild “beasts.” Elsewhere he writes :—“‘Soveral of tho islands, 


nearest to the sea, are now abandoned by the inhabitants, who 
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‘wore exposed to tho attacks and ravages of the Arracen pirates, 
‘At prosont they are a dreary wasto, wherein no living ereature is 
en exoept antelopes, hogs and wild fowls, that attract tigers, 

which sometimes swim from ono island to another.” 

Khulnd cannot heve escaped, for a Muhammadan historian, 
Shihab-ud-din Talish, montions Jessore and Hooghly as places 
they plundered, and their route would have boon through this 
district, Writing in tho latter half of the 17th csntury, he 
Acscribes their piratioal raids ns follows. “From the reign of the 
Emperor Akbar, when Bongol was annoxed to the Mughal 
empire, to tho timo of the conquest of Ohaigion daring the 
vicoroyalty of Shaista Khin, Arakan pirates, both Magh and 
Biringhi, usod constantly to come by the wator-routo and plunder 
Bongal. ‘They carried off the Hindus and Muslims, male and 
female, great and small, few and many, that they oould seize, 
piorood the palms of thoir hands, passod thin omos through the 
holes, and threw them ono above another under tho deck of their 
ships. In the samo manner as grain ia flung to fowl, every 
morn and evening, they threw down from above uncooked rice to 
‘tho captives as food. On thoir return to their homes, they 
employed the fow hard-lived captives that survived, with groat 
diagraco and insult, in tillage and other hard tasks, acoording to 
thoir power. Others wore sold to the Dutch, English and French 
morchants at the ports of the Deoon. Sometimes they brought 
tho captives for sale at a high price to Tamluk and the port of 
Boleswar, which is a part of tho imporial dominions ond a 
dependency of the provincs of Orissa, Only the Firinght pirates 

+ sold their prisoners, But the Maghs employed all their. captives 
in agriculture and other kinds of sorvico, Muslims underwent 
such oppression in this region of war (dér-ul-lard) as they had 
not to suffer in Buropo.""* 

The diodni, i.e, the revenue or fiscal administration of Bengal gansx 
was transferred to the Bast India Company in 1765, but it Barmem 
was not until 1781, when a court was opened at Murli near smanoxst 
the town of Jessore, that British administration was fully 
established in the district. ‘Tho juriediotion of the Addlat, as 
this court was called, extended over the present distriots of 
Khulna, Jessore and Faridpur, and tho first Judge and 
Magistrate was Mz. ‘Tilman Honokell, whose administration 
made a permanent mark upon the distriot, “His acquaintance,” 
writes Sir James Westland, “with every subject affecting his 

© dadonith Serkan, Tho Feringi Pirates of Chaigion, UAS.B., Jane, 007, 


+ This account of early British administration has bech compiled from Sir James 
bof ensore. 
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distriot wos most intimate ; and no wrong was too remote for 
energy to grapple with, no adventage too distant for hint 
to strive after, ‘The idea of his administration was that it was 
tho duty of Govemment to procuro the peace and comfort, of 
‘tho mass of tho inhabitants, though it might involve somo harm 
in rospeot of tho Company's commorcial intovosts, ‘Thoso viows 
‘wor a little too advanoed for his ogo, for thoro was thon too 
groat an inclination on the part of Government officials to look 
upon the natives as born only to bo a moans of profit to the 
Company, Mr, Honokell was nover unmindfal of his employers? 
mercantile intorosts, but ho always sat this boforo him as his 
duty—to guard tho thon almost holpless natives from tho 
oppressions to which they wore subjoctod by tho commorotal 
officers of tho Company ns well as by thoix own zamindtra.” 

Soon aftor his appointment Mr. Honokell tuned his attention 
to tho Sundarbans and thoro inaugurated a system of roclnma~ 
tion, which aftor many vicissitudes has converted largo tracts 
of forest into immonso rioo fields, Two objoots wero aimod at—to 
gain a rovonvo from lands then utterly unproduotive, and. to 
obtain a rosorve of rioo against soasons of famino, the orops in tho 
Sundarbans bring praotioally immuno from drought, ‘To onsuro 
thoso objoots, Mr, ‘Honokoll submitted in 1784 a proposal that 
grants of junglo land in tho Sundarbans should bo sottlod on 
favourable forms with pooplo undertaking to oultivate thom, his 
tim being to introduco a body of independent peasant proprictors 
holding directly under Government. Another paxt of his schomo 
‘was the ostablishment of a convict colony, by giving small grants 
of Innd to convicts with tho oxcoption’ of tho most heinous 
offenders, who wero to bo shipped off to soa, Mx. Honckell wont 
ro far a8 to apply to tho surrounding districts for drafts of long 
torm prisoners who might form the nucleus of the colony, but 
nothing further appears to have been done, and this part of the 
scheme was nevor onxried out, 

‘Tho scheme having boen approved by the Board, Mr, Henckell, 
after roughly defining the boundaries of the Sundarbans forest, 
granted about 150 leases during 1785, At the same time he 
established threo Government outposts in oontral positions, and 
placed a gondshta with a small ostablishment in charge of each, 
for the puxpose of dofining tho boundaries of tho pes 
encouraging reclamation, proserving the ponoo, and assi 
usengers, They were’ Honckellganj (nemed after him, and 
subsequently corrupted to Hingalganj) at the junotio of the 
Jamund with the Kalindi, in the wost of his jurisdiction; 
Qhindkhali on the river Kabadak, in the middle; and Kashud, at 
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the junction of the Baleswar end Bhoirb xivers, in the oast, 
‘Tho surrounding lands wore cultivated, and tho stations were at 
length Srmly ostablishod, though at considerable expenso,* 

In pite of all Mx, Honokell’s efforts, howover, the schome was 
not a success, for it was opposed by all the neighbouring xamin« 
ars, who olaimod tholandis cleared by the granteos, and indeod 
all the forost as fur os tho soa, but declined to givo him any 
information about their estates that might onable him to decide tho 
Aisputos. During 1786 ho markod oft by bamboo stakes the lino 
which he took to be the northern limit of the Sundarbans and tho 
southern boondary of the ramindari lands ; and this strengthened 
tho position of tho lessoos, but in the ond tho samindars proved 
too strong for the now tottlers. In 1792 they hud all disappeared 
oxcopt sixtoon, and in their caso the character of tho scheme had 
boen modified, for tho lessees dovelopod into ta/utdérs, their lands 
Doing called Henokell’s ¢aduke.t 

Tn connootion with this schomo Mr. Honckelt sot up what sub. 
‘was to practical puxposos « subdivision, a Court, called by him a ivi 
outchorry of reforenoo,”” boing established at Ohindkhili under fth 
ono of his assistants, Mx, Foster, ‘This Court was intended for 
tho trial of olaims mado by tho zamindies; and Mr, Poster was 
also directod to givo passports and oolloot tho Government: duos on 
‘wax and honey taken from the Sunderbans, and to take oognizanco 
of civil and oriminal matters arising within a radius of 30 miles 
from Ohindkhili, exoopt whon they wore of importanoe, when he 
‘was to rofer thom to Mr. Henokell, Ho was thus given a regular 
subdivisional jurisdiction, Mr, Foster soon oume into conflict 
with the zemindéss, who had got up toll slations upon the rivers 
to collect monoy from trading bonts, not ovon those protected by 
Custom House passes being allowed to go froo. ‘There wore 
cighteon of those stotions within a cixouit of 14 milos from Ohind- 
Khali, so it may bo imagined what a hindrance to trade they were. 
‘Tho Board, when they were informed of this systom, passed 
stringent orders that in all onges in which suoh tolls wero levied, 
‘Mr. Henckell was to insist on immediate restitution and to inflio 

. corporal punishment on the offender on tho spot where the exaction. 
‘wos made, The zamindats wore inoluded in this order of punish- 
ment, but if they woro minors, females or inoapable persons, their 
manager was to bear the punishment for thom, 














+, b, Porgllar, Revenue History of the Sundarbane from 1760 to 1870, 
alentin, 1886. Sir Jamen Wostland gives tho dato of the establishment of bose 
‘hoo places ee 1782-88, 

tHe, Pargites, Revenue Tistory of the Sundarbane from 1766 to 1670, 
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Mr. Honckelt showod similar vigour in tho administration of 
tho police, In the carly days of British rulo the Faujdérs, who 
‘had boon practically military commanders, woro reducod to the 
position of suporior officers of police, with thénadars in charge of 
smaller aroas under thom. ‘Thora wero altogether four thinas in 
the distriot as thon constituted, one boing at Khulnf, or ns it was 
called af that timo Neabid (meaning tho new cloarance), and 
subordinate to these thinas were sovoral outposts or chaukzs. Tho 
thine officers wore paid, but the chaukis wore worked by moans 
of goindas ov informers, who reccived no salary and obtained 
their livelihood by seizing innocent porsons and oxtorting moncy 
from them. 

‘This eyetom did not work well, ‘Tho Fayjlars opprossod tho 
people, tlieir subordinates wero in collu-ion with criminals, and 
when Mr. Henokell joined the district, there were bands of 
robbers 60 strong roaming about it. On his appointment, the 
Fayjdara wore abolished and their functions transferred to 
‘Mr. Honokell, who proposed to station at each of the four thinas a 
pirdwar or hexd police officer, whose business it would bo to 
apprehend dacoits and forward thom for trial to Murli, ‘Their 
subordinates were not to be informers, but importod sopoys, 
us local darkandacos wore apt to collude with offenders. His 
police wore to possoss more of a military than of a dotectivo 
character, for tho object in viow was not the prosooution of 
minor offences, but the cheoking of groat ones, such as dacoity 
and murder. “When a dacoity ooourred, tho investigation con- 
sisted chilly in following up the dacoits to their homes ; and as 
thoy relied rather upon their strength than upon the soorooy 
of their proooedings, this was simply a quasi-military expedition, 
‘When tho pursuing dotachment reached the lair of the gang, the 
zamindér through his sorvants was expocted, and usually com- 
polled by pressure, to deliver up the men. 

‘This system of polioo, whioh cost perhaps Rs. 800 or 850 a 
month, proved too expensive for the commercial ideas of the 
Government, which in 1782 ordered the entire abolition of the 
police establishment, except the foros at Murli. ‘The duties of + 
the police were imposed on the zamindixs, who were direoted to 
take offeotual measures that no xobberies, burglaries or murders 
‘wore committed within their districts. They were to do their 
utmost to bring all offenders to justice; thoy wore to erect thinas 
wherever the Magistrate should direct, to appoint officers for 
them, and to bo answerable for their good conduct. Persons 
suffering from robbery wore to be reimbursed for their losses by 
the zamindar of the lands where the robbers lived, or of the Jands 
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within which the robbery was committed; and if any zamindar 
committed or connived at murder, or robbery, or other breach of 
the peace, he was to be punished with dosth. This system, by 
which tho zamindars bore tho burden of the police establishment, 
continued in foroe from 1782 until 1791 or 1792, when Lord 
Cornwallis reformed tho administration. 

Spocial arrangements were mado for the boat routes through 
the Sundarbans, which lay not through cultivated lands and 
sottled villngos, but through forest and uninhabited junglo, and 
wore infested by robbers and dacoits. Their deprodations at 
Jongth attracted the attention of the Government, and in 1783 
six guard boats were posted along the xoutes to patrol the rivers 
and escort vessels. 

‘The system of revenue administration will be discussed ink 

Chapter XT, and it will suffice to mention thet. Colleotorate was ‘uit 
established at Jessore in 1786. Hitherto the revenue head- 
quarters of all but the east of tho district had been at Calcutta, 
‘but Mr, Henckell, pointing out the inconvenioncs of this arrange- 
ment, offered himself to undertake the duties of Collector with- 
out additional salary, “actuated,” as ho said, “by motives of 
publio good, and tho onhenoement of bis own credit and repu- 
tation.” The Government readily accepted his offer and created 
a Collectorship for Jessore ; it was to comprise Isafpur and 
Saiyadpur (which had apparently boon under the Collector of 
Rajshabi and Bbushna), the estates lying botwoon tho Ichhimati 
and the present Backergunge district (thon part of Dacca), 
which had previously bon poying revenue at Caloutta and at 
Hooghly, end also somo estates detached from Murshidabad, 
To enforce the payment of revenue, the Collector appears prin- 
cipally to have used strong pressure. Continual demands were 
made upon defaulters, and these had some weight, since the 
Collector had power to use harsher means. He had a defaulters’ 
jail, in which recusants might be confined, and he might also 
attach and realize directly the rents of any estate, 

Mr. Henckell thus united in his own person the offices of salt De- 
District Judge, Distriot Magistrate and Oolleotor, but he had no partment. 
‘concern with the Salt Department, the jurisdiction of which 
extended over the south of the district. That Department was 
under a Mr. Ewart, who had two or three assistants, a large 
staff of subordinates, and a small military fore, all stationed at 
Khulnd, whioh was the headquarters of the Reimangal Agenoy. 

‘Tho salt officials had established themselves in the district before. 
ony. civil court hed been constitued in it, and when a Judge 
arrived without instructions os to his relations with the salt 
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authorities, frequent collisions took place. ‘The plan followed in 
the salt manufactare was that the Government Salt Agent 
contracted with certain middlemen called malangis for the engago- 
ment of poople as salt boilers or méhindars, ‘Tho malangts 
reosived large advances from the salt agents, and in their tun 
made advances to tho mdhindérs, who engagod to proceed to 
spocified plaoes far south in tho Sunacbans, whero thoy gavo 
thoir personal Inbour in the manufacture of salt, But in most 
cases tho mahindrs had to be improssed and oompellod by force to 
take the advances; and the malangts wero vested with cortain 
powers to enable them to drive the mdkindérs to work and to 
recover the advances which they had forced upon them. ‘Theco 
powers the malangis cruelly abused, and gross oppressions were 
perpetrated by the salt officials. ‘They insisted on reosiving back 
Bs. 20 for overy Rs. 4 which thoy had advanced; snd when 
‘Mr. Honokell came to the district, the mahindérs appealed to him 
for protection. The Government Salt Agent resented interfor- 
ence on tho part of the Judge, and there was open war betwoen 
the Judge's bailiffs and tho salt subordinates. 

At length, in 1787, Mr Henokell submitied proposals for the 
reform of the Salt Department, and to give the system a 
fair trial offered himself to undertake the duties of Salt Agent. 
‘The plan would, ho said, have the advantage of uniting in tho 
samo individual, namely himself, the power to deal with the 
claims on the mdkindars for rent, and tho claims on them that 
sore out of salt transactions. The Governor-General, Lord 
Cornwallis, approved his proporals and directed him to take 
charge of the salt agency so far as tho Raimangal division was 
concerned, Mr, Ewart having to confine himself to the Baoker- 
gungo sida. Subsequently, in Decomber 1788, rules were issued 
containing all the elements of reform which Mr. Honckell 
had previously proposed. ‘The salt boilers were to be free to 
engage or not as they liked, and the Salt Agent was made their 
yroteotor instead of their slave driver. All advances, whenever 
possible, were to be given to them direct, as oppression was found. 
to be generally due to the middlemen. This chango was not 
effected without « great deal of friction. Mr. Ewart refused to 
give over charge of the transferred division, cariod on work 
there as before, and objected to giving up the offices and godowns 
at Khulna, declaring that they were, in part at least, his own 
property. However, the change was at last offocted and put an 
end for the time to the constant quarrels betwoon the Departments, 

‘Mr. Henokell was succeeded in 1789 by Mr, Rocke, who 
carried out the Permanent Settlement in this distriot and Jessore, 
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He apparently began his service in Jossore in 1781 as Registrar 
undor Mr. Henckell, and when ho suooeeded him in his office, he 
continued his policy, “In fact,” writes Sir Jamos Westland, 
“tho fruits of Mr, Henokell’s administration are for a long 
timo visible in tho history of the district ; and it is certain that 
ite onrly rooords dorive grent interost from tho fact that it was 
two such mon as THenckell and Rocke, who wore at the hond of 
affairs during the timo which intervened between its first establish 
ment in 1781 and the completion of Lord Comwallis’ reforms, 
which by 1798 had changed tho first crudo attompts at. district 
government for a system substantially tho samo as that which 
over sinoe has prevailed.” 

Tho subsoquent history of the distriot ia mainly that of tho Sox, 
development of the Sundarbans.* In 1810 Captain Robertson toxctwra. 
surveyed the mnin water xoutos from Caloutta as far as Nos-7ati0%, 
Khali, and in 1811 survey operations wore token in hand, tho Rely 
Sundarbans, oxclusive of the soa-fa0e, being surveyed by Liou MVE" 
tonant W. 1. Morrioson during the yours 1811-14, his rosults 
oing corrected by his brother Oxptain Hugh Morrioson in 1818 ; 
the latter died at Jessore of jungle fovor, contracted while survey 
ing in this unhoolthy tract. ‘This great work, oarried out in 
spite of many dangors and difficulties, has been tho basis of all 
subsequent maps of tho Sundarhans. ‘To ‘Lioutenant Morsieson, 
moreover, is duo tho cut known ns Morrioson’s out, which openod 
‘out a now route for trade, Binding in the courso of his survey 
that the north-east branch of the Raimangal ostumy oppronohod 
to within a very short distanoo of the Kalinds, ho mado a out 
joining tho two rivers, But tho opening of this channel hed an 
unexpected result. At that time cultivation extended furthor 
south on the onst bank of tho Kalindi than on the west, and as 
the stream of the Kilindi very soon enlarged the cut, a large 
quantity of its fresh water was diverted into the Raimangal, and 
‘a considerable tract, being deprived of its supply, reverted into 
jungle. 
ifthe advantages that the Stato might gain trom the opening Leslie 
up of the Sumdarbans were now clearly peroived, and in 1814 “°™ 
the Court of Direotors direoted that gottlomonts should be oon. 
cluded with the actual ooopiers for tho lands already brought 
‘under cultivation, while holding out reasonable encouragement 





















sont of the adwintstestion of the Sundarbane has boon compiled 
snue History of the Sundarbans from 1766 to 1870 (Oalentts, 1885) 
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for farthor redlamation, 'Thoir instructions oom to have led. to 
the onaotmont of Regulation IX of 1816, which provided for the 
appointment of a Commissionor in the Sundarbans, and vested him 
with all the duties, powers and authority of a Collector of land 
roventio, ‘Tho first Commissioner was Mr, D, Scott, Subsoquently, 
in Rogulation XXIII of 1817, Govornmont exprossly doclared that 
tho Sundarbans wore tho proporty of tho State and assorted its right 
to the revonuo of lands not included within the boundarios of 
estates for which a sottloment had boon mado, In 1822 and 1823 
Mr. Prinsop survoyod tho lino of forost from tho river Jumuné to 
the Hooghly and divided all the forest lands botween thoso rivers 
into blocks which ho numborod, this being tho boginning of tho 
“Sandarban lots.” 

All tho ciroumstanoos of tho Innds boing mado known by 
thoso survoys, attention was noxt directed to tho claim of tho 
Stato to demand. revenue both from the xeoontly roclaimed Innds 
‘and also from tho forest, ‘Tho lond-owners on tho contrary 
claimed to hold all theso lands and the forest as part and parool of 
their estates at the revenue fixed at tho Permanent Settlement 
and froe from increased revenue, Finally, the rights of the 
Stato over recent cultivation and over the forest wore con- 
clusively dooided in favour of tho Stato, and this xight w 
fully stated as follows in Regulation TLL of 1828:—“ ‘Tho 
uninhabited tract known by th namo of tho Sundarbans hes ovor 
boon, and is hereby doolared still to bo tho property of tho Stato, 
tho samo not having boon alionnted or assignod to zamindirs, or 
induded in any way in tho arrangomonts of the porpotual gottlo- 
mont, It shall therefore be oompotont to the Govornor-Gonoral 
in Council to make, as horotoforo grants, assignments, and loasos 
of any part of the snid Sundarbans, and to take such measures for 
‘tho clearanoo and cultivation of the tract as ho may deom proper 
‘and expedient.” 

Mr, William Dampior was now appointed Commissioner, 
and Tioutonant Hodges Surveyor, with jurisdiction over the 
whole of tho Sundarbans in Khulna and Baokergunge. ‘They 
defined and surveyed the lino of forest from the Jamuna up to 
tho oastern limit of the Sundarbans during the years 1829 and 
1630; and Mr. Dampier formally affirmed Prinsop’s lino in the 
‘%-Parganas in 1832-88, “Prinsop’s line” and“ Flodgos! lino” 
aro the authoritative limits of tho then Sundarbans forest while, 
tho map prepared by Licutonant Hoiges from his own surveys 
and those of his prodecessors has been tho standard map of tho 
Sundarbans ever sinoe. The subsequent administration of the 
Sanderbans will be -delt with in Chopter XI, and it will suffion 
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here to mention that the sottlemont of land with lessoos has gone 
on steadily ever since, and almost tho whole area available for 
sottlomont in this district, has now boon taken up. 

Ono of the most important events in the subsequent history of Morroll- 
the Sundarbans is the foundation of Morrellganj, which had also ®"* 
eon on important factor in tho development of the distrist, 

Some squattors had mado a clearing in tho forost there about the 
year 1840, but no furthar progross was mado {ill Mossrs, 1, and 
‘D, HL, Morvoll bought threo largo blocks of land in 1849. ‘Tho 
state then consisted of donso Sundasbans forest and the first 
attempts to cloar it wore impodod by the timidity of the’ people. 
But very soon the propristors gained thoit confidence, and labour 
poured in on all sides, By 1851 about 10,000 men ware at work, 
inashort time a river frontage of 9 miles was cleared ond 
brought undor cultivation, anda considerable proportion of th 
‘men engaged in tho work sottled down as pormanent cultivator 
‘Tho undertaking was groatly facilitated by tho advantages tho 
land possessed, in being woll raisod ond having excellent river 
frontages with plenty of fresh wator. At tho north-oust oornor, 
on the bank of the main river, and whore two othor rivers join it, 
the Morrells built a town which they called Morrollganj alter 
thomsolves. ‘hoy ostablished a mart, which quiokly booume the 
mostimportant in this part of tho country ; apolico station, a sub- 
rogistration offioo and a dispensary wore located there ; and 
the neighbourhood was converted from jungle intoa fortilo country 
covered with rioo flolds and dotted with prosperous village 

‘Tho valuo of this work may bo guthored from the minuto 
recorded in 1860 by tho Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Pator 
Grant, on the Report of the Indigo Commission. “What an 
enterprising [uropean oan do both for himself and for tho people, 
whon he marries his intorest to thoirs, is shown in a conspicuous 
mannor by the evidence of Mr. Morrell. In 10 years Mx. Morrell 
hhas cleared 60,000 to 65,000 dighds (npwards of 20,000 nares) of 
Sundarbans jungle, Ho has granted his oleored land under por- 
manent patlas at a xent of Ie, 1-2 a bigha nover liahle to enhanoo- 
ment; he gots as many ryots as he wishes, but they repudiate the 
system of advances, fearing that “eventually they may have to 
take to mi? or indigo,” though they know of indigo only from 
common report, Mr, Morrell told mo that tho building of a good 
two-storied brick house on his grant was ono of the most fortunate 
things he did, booauso it assuréd the pattadérs ond ryots that he 
would stay amongst them; and it will bo soen in his evidenoo 
that the same people, who were so anxious to keep him near them, 
on one oooasion, when his gadener had sown in his garden somo 
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indigo seed that had been sent from Caloutta in a packot of seeds 
by mistake, on the plant growing up, “insisted upon having it 
pulled up and thrown away.” Mr. Morrell has in 10 years 
created for himsolf au estato which cannot now bo worth less than 
from £30,000 to £1,00,000, and, in doing s0, lo has covorod 
what wore 20,000 acres of uninhabited jungle with a happy and 
thriving population, anxious to keop him nour them. ‘This ho hns 
accomplished by working on sound principles, to the profit of the 
‘people instoad of to thoir loss.” 

TTll 1882 Kholnt was includod partly in the Jessoro distriot 
and partly in the disteiot of tho 24-Parganns. A. subdivision, tho 
first ostablished in Bengal, had boon sot up at Khulnd in 1842 ; 
its chief objoot, acoording to Sir James Westland, “boing to hold 
in check Mz. Ramey, who had purchased a zamindéri in tho 
visinity and resided at Nihalpur, and who did nob soem. inclined 
to acknowledge the restraints of low.” ‘Tho juxisdiotion of tho 
Subdivisional Offioor oxtonded not only over tho present Khulnd 
subdivision, but also ovor almost the whole of the prosont Baghorhat 
subdivision, ‘Tho Bagherhat subdivision was subsoquontly consti- 
tuted in 1863, Both this end the Khulnd subdivision formed 
part of tho Jessore district, while the Satkhird subdivision, estab- 
Tished in 1861, was included in the 24-Parganas. Eiventually, tho 
Local Government come to the conclusion that the formation of a 
Bondarbans distriot with its headquarters at Khulni was absolutely 
neoossary, in onler to lighton the work in the groat suburban 
Gistriot of the 24-Parganas, and to relievo tho District Ofoor of 
Fossoro of part of his heavy charge. ‘The advantages of having 
tho heodquartors at the Khulni terminus of the now Bengal 
Central Railway (now the Eastern Bengal Stato Railway) were 
many; ond the samo grounds which rendered it desirable that the 
Sundosbans should-be connected by railway communication with 
Calcutta, pointed conclusively to the choice of Khulnt as the 

Jars of tho new district. ‘Tho sonotion of the Government 
of India and of the Secretary of State having been obtained, a 
Jotiflontion dated the 25th April 1882, which took effect from tho 
Tet June of the somo year, dodared that the new distriot should 
consist of the Satkhira subdivision of the 24-Parganas, and of 
tho Khnlnd and Bagherhtt subdivisions of the Jossoro distriot, 
the headquarters being at the town of Khulna. 

Tho Sundarbans tract to the south still romained, however, 
‘under the control of the Commissioner in the Sundarbans until 
1905, when it was deoided that it was no longer expedient fo 
continue this arrangement, ‘Tho appointment of a special. oficar 
for the Sundarbans in 1816 had been necessary both because the 
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country was extonsivo, wild and inaccessible, and the important 
work cf developing its resources was boyond the capacity of the 
Collectors of tho adjoining distriots, Tt was felt that the necessity 
of having on officer with independent powers had disappeared, and 
that it wos desirable that this tract should be administered entirely 
by tho Collectors of tho distriots concomed. This was not a very 
great change, for, tho administration had long been conducted by 
the District Officer, with tho exception of making sottlomonts and 
holding enquiries to soo if the conditions of tho settlement lenses 
had been carried out, Who District Officor already controlled 
exciso, oduoation, police, ime, alauktdari, the opening out of 
communioations, and other branches of administration, and it 
was now decided that he should also exercise control over the 
important matiers connected with settlements, Accordingly in 
1905 the Sundarbans Act (Bengal Aot I of 1905) was passed, 
by which Regulation IX of 1816 was repealed, the office of the 
Commissioner in the Sundaxbans was abolished, and his functions 
were transferred to the Collectors of the districts within which 
the Sundarbans are comprised. 

‘Tho most interesting archmological remains aro found af Anonxo. 
Baghorhat in the extreme. east of the district, whero there are #2°* 
tho tomb of Khinja Alt (1459 A.D.), the tomb of his dian 
‘Mubsmmad Tibir, a largo single-domed mosque, and another 
‘mosque with nino domes. ‘There are many other ruined mosques 
on the way to the building known as Stigumbaz or mosque 
of 77 domes, a lerge oblong building covered by 77 domes 
with one tower at each corner. In the extreme west of the 
istrict there are some rains attributed to Pratipaditya. at 
Iswasipur and close by at Tirkati and ‘Teskoti. ‘Tho founda 
tion walls of other buildings aro olso met with in the oulti- 
vated tract ; and the forest in the vicinity is said to contain 
several temples and mosques, old roads and tanks, Another 
trace of former oultivation in this part of the district ia still 
found in a largo embankment which extended from the Khol- 
petua to the Kabadak river, a distance of three smiles. ‘Tho 
embankment is olose to the nosthem boundary of Sundarbans 
Jot No. 167 and south of the “illago of Pratiipnagar. Towards 
the east it is broken in plaooe, but it is continuous on the 
west for & distance of more than a mile and is still 30 foot in 
height with a base of 90 foot, ‘The plaoo is oalled Garh Komal- 
por, but no ono knows who mnde the embankmont or for what 
‘purpose it was erected. 

Across the Kabuduk xivor'a lange area is soattored over with 
byicks, and tho fogndations of old buildings aro seon in several 
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places. When the jungle was out down here neatly 50 years 
ago, several large ianks and the remains of an old road were 
discovered, all indicating that tho place must have been onoo 
cleared and peopled. Hero also wore found 88 silver coins, two 
of which woro ascoriained to be coins of Ghits-ud-din Balban, 
Aoted 1274 A.D. and apparontly struck in Bengal, and of 
Nisiv-ud-dm Muhammad, About 12 miles east ond a little 
south of the rains Inst referred to, on the east bank of the 
Marjal siver, gre tho rains of whet appears to have boon a fort, 
enclosod courtyard, or square, built of bunt country bricks, 
and enclosing a tank about 120 fect square, ‘This is situated 
about 500 yards from tho Marjal xiver in allotment No, 233, 
Pho most perfect wall was not moro than five foot in hoight, 
and’ ils extrome length was 880 feet. ‘The cornice bricks, and 
those inside tho arches, were out or chisclled out with rough 
figures and omamentations, ‘There are also said to bo reine 





of various buildings in tho interior of this island, and among 
others, thera is a mosque or templo said to have an arched roof, 
Twelve 


and to be in a tolerably good state of preservation. 
miles north in a direct line are some ruins ab Ma 
the east bank of the Kebadak-river. ‘The name, which means 
the digging out of a mosque, was given to the placo by tho 
pioneers of cultivation who unearthed a mosquo, which is still 
used by tho loool Muhammadans, The structure is clearly 
contemporaneous with the Sitgumbax, and this is confrmod by 
tho local tradition that the mosque, was built by Khinja Ali, 
and by the foot that offerings aro mado at this mosque in the 
nome of Khanja Ali, and that in the adjoining villago of Amadi 
there aro ruins which aro said to have been the fachaliri or office 
of Bure Khan and Futch Khan, lioutonants of Khanja Ali, as 
well as two tombs which mark their resting place, 

Historically the remains mentioned above are of valus, ‘The 
mosques at Isworipur and Masjidkux, the silver ocins, which 
belong to the time of the Moslem Emperors, the Muhammudan 
names of such places os Tirkati and ‘erkati near Iswaripur, tho 
tradition that Iswaripur before Pratiprditya’s timo belonged to 
Musalman rulers of the Khin race, all point to the conclusion 
that tho country east of the Jamuni was under Muhammadan 
rulo at a comperatively carly date,* 

‘The remains found from time tp time in clearing forests and 
reclairaing land have given rise to Nt bolief that tho Sundarbans 





formerly supported a thriving popllation and was largoly under 





© Antiguitice of the Sundarbans, a Reporter, 1876. 
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cultivation, ‘To this belief may be ascribed the osigin of tho 
Jogend, mentioned in the field books of Lioutonant W. B. and 
Captain H. Morrisson noarly 0 oontury ago, that near the mouths 
of the Maloncht and Jamuni there is a polaco which is atill 
inhubited: during the stillness of night the grout drums of the 
palace and the bolls may be heard, but in the day time no 
such noise is noticed. ‘This belief hos boen rejeoted by antho- 
ritios such os Mr, Beveridge and Professor Blochmenn, ‘The 
lnttor writes:—T have a few words to sxy on the hypothesis 
which has often been atartod, that the whole of thie Sundarban 
was onoo in a flourishing condition. No convincing proof hos 
hitherto beon adduced ; and I believe, on physical grounds, that 
‘the supposition is impossible. ‘The sporadic remains of tanks, 
ghats, ond short roads point to more attompts at colonization. 
‘Tho old Portuguese and Dutch mays have also been froquently 
mentioned as affording testimony that tho Sundarban, even up 
to the 16th contury, was well cultivated ; and the difficulty of 
identifying tho mystorious namos of tho five Sundarban towns 
Pacaculi, Ouipitevar, Noldy, Dipuria (or Depara) and ‘Tiparia, 
‘Which are placed on tho maps of Bo Barres, Blacve, and Van 
den Brouoke close to the const line, has inclined people to believe 
that they represent “lost towns” ‘Tho old Portuguese and 
Dutch maps prove nothing. ‘They support the conclusion which 
I drow from Todar Mal’s rent-roll, that in the 24-Parganas and 
Tescore tho northorn limit of the Sundarban, omitting rooont cloar- 
ings, was in tho fifteenth contury much the tame as it is now.”* 

Mz. Beveridge aleo writes in his article Were the Sundar 
dans inhabited in ancient times ?—“This is a question which 
has excited a great deal of attontion. The Bengali mind, 
as being prone to tho marvellous and to the exaltation of the 
past at tho expense of tho present, hes answered the question 
in tho affirmative and maintained tho view that there wore 
formerly large cities in the Sundarbans, Some Bengalis also 
have suggested {hat the present desolate condition of the Sundar 
bans is due to subsidence of the lest, and thot this mey have 
eon contemporaneous with tho. formation of the submarine 
hollow known as the “Swatch of no ground.” Itseoms to mo, 
however, to be very doubtful indeed that the Sundarbans wero 
over largely poopled, and still more so that their inhabitants 
lived in cities or were otherwise civilizod.”” 

‘Mr, Beveridge also points out in this connection that the fuot 
that Vikramiditya choso Jasor Iowaripur as a safo retreat is the 
ophy and History of Beagal, VASE, vol KLM, Dut 1, 
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strongest possible evidence of tho jungly nature of the surrounding, 
country, for though it haa been cultivated in the provious century 
by Khinja Ali, the experiment had proved a failure, and in tho 
time of his sucoestor (?) Ohtind Ichiin tho and had zelapsed into 
jungle. Ho thon sums up as follows: Tt seems to mo that the 
Sundarbans have nevor boen in a moro flourishing condition than 
they aro in at prorent, I boliove that Ingo parts of Bakirgonj 
and Jossore wore at one time cultivated, that they rolapsed into 
jungle, and that thoy have soon been cloared again ; and I havo 
‘so na doubt thut tho Courts of tho kings of Baklt and of 
Ciandecan imparted some degroo of splondour to the surrounding 
country. But Ido not believe that the gloomy Sandarbans on. 
tho suxfaos of Jessore and Bukirganj were over well peopled or 
tho sites of cities.” * 


+ J.A.8B, vol, XLV, 1870, 
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‘Wares tho fist census wns {akon in 1872, the population of the Grow 
district as now constituted was retumed at 1,046,878.° In the? 
succeeding decade there was a small inorease of by 3°1 per cont. stow.” 
the number of inhabitants rising to 1,079,948. ‘The only thinas 
which shewed a doorease wore Asisuni and Morrellganj, wliere 
the decline was attributed mainly to the abandonment of clear- 
ances in and near the Sundarbans following upon the sale of the 
Morrell estate, During tho next 10 years both thinas recovered 
their losses, and there was a general advance exeapt in Kalaro& 
and Baitighsta, where there was a slight falling off attributed 
to the fact that the population had reached the limit which the 
soil was capable-of supporting. ‘The net result was that in 1891 
the total population was returned at 1,177,652, representing an 
inorense of 9 per cont. During tho next deoade this advance 
continued, and the census of 1901 disclosed » population of 
1,253,048, 

‘Pro points call for notice regarding these enumorations. 
"The firet is that the returns depond to a large extent on the 
labourers from other distriots who happen to be temporarily in 
tho district at the time of the census and whore number varies 
with the season. How groatly these temporary immigrants 
tifeot tho figures in some parts may be realized from the fact 
that the deoreass observed in the Asisuni and Morrellganj thinas 
in 1881 wns ascribed partly to the fact that “tho consus of 1872, 
haviitg been taken easly in the year, included # great number 
cof reapers, who come from all parts to out the rics in the Sundar- 
‘pans of this district, and who had finished their work and 
returned when the census of 1881 was taken in » later month,” 
Tf a consus wore to be taken in the hot weather, the population of 
cortain parts would be found to be less than je actually rotared, 
for the temporary immigrants would be absent, and only the 

@ The disiict wes constituted in 1661. In 1672 two of ite subdivisions, hata 
and Bighestat, formed patt of tho Tesoro district, and tho third, BUEKhiES of tbe 
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fixed and permanent population would bo enumerated, Tiven in 
the cold wosther a fow days’ differonce in tho dates of enumora, 
tion may make a considorablo differonce in the result, for tho 
crop may bo more plontifal and the harvost moro forward in ono 
year than in another, resulting in a larger influx of labourers. 

‘Tho sooond fonturo which calls for notice is tho numbor 
of porsons aooomted for by tho boat population, In 1881 
the Intlor ropresontod 87 per oot. of tho whole population, 
in 1801 ovor 80,000 wore enumerated in boats, and in 1901 
the number was 15,090. Hyon theso figures do not include 
all tho boating population, For the term ‘boat population” 
includes only those persons found sleeping in boats on the night of 
tho consus, and not that numerous class of bontmen, who, thoiigh 
spending their timo*alloat, come ashoro to sleep every night, or 
those travellers or traders who moor their boats to the bank 
at nightfall at somo convenient village and aro .thus enumerated 
among its inhabitants, 

‘The results of the oensus of 1901 are summarized os follows 
in tho Bengal Consus Report. “Tho consus of 1901 shows 
that the population has grown by 6-4 per cent., compared with 
9 por oont. in the provious deoade, and 3:1 por cent. in the nino 
years prior to 1881, ‘This is the not result of an inoroaso of 17-7 
er cont. in the headquarters subdivision, and 6°6 por oot, in 
Bagherhat, coupled with a falling-off of 1°5 por cont, in Sétkhira. 
In tho lnttr subdivision again tho decrease is practically 
confined to two thinas, Kaliroi and Astsuni, In Kalsroa it is 
due to the prevalence of malaria and to repentod attacks of fover. 
In this thina tho vital statistios shew a considerable oxooss of 
deaths over births, while in the distriot sb largo the numbor of 
births reported exoceds that of the deaths, ‘There has also been 
some emigration to the -learances in the Sundarbans, where 
there is a gront demand for labour and wages are two or three 
times ae high as in Keléros. Asisuni, which also shows a largo 
decrease, has o yery fluctuating population. ‘The cause of the 
falling-off has not ‘beon clearly ascertained, For somo resson 
thoextonsion of cultivation in the Sundarbans is prooeeding far 
more slowly in this subdivision, ond in Bagherhat, than in the 
adjoining thinas of the 24-Parganas and of the Khulna head- 
quarters subdivision. Satkhivé itsclf, which shows a slight 
decline, hes suffered. from tho diversion of tho boat traffio 
between Celoutta and East Bengal to channels further south ; the 
health of the people has also been unsatisfactory. ‘Tho growth 
of tho Bagherhat subdivision is normal and oalls for no special 
comment, Cultivation is being stondily extonded into tho 
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shallow ils which form so marked a fenturo of this part of 
Bengal. In the headquarters subdivision the most noticoable 
item in tho statistics is the imcroaso in tho population of Paikgachi 
thina which has grown by nonsly 00 por cont, during tho 
decade, ‘This is owing to tho progress mado in pushing back 
tho jungles of tho Sundarbens, and to tho sottloment of 
cultivators on the now clearances, which attract cultivators not 
only from other parts of tho distriot, bub also from Nadia, 
Teasoro, Faxidpur and other districts, ‘Tho total numbor of 
immigrants has fallon off oonsidorably since 1891, but thoy aro 
moro numerous by nearly 27,000 than they would have been, hed 
no fresh sottlers como in to the district, Taking the obb and flow 
together, the district seems to have gained by tho movoments of 
tho population duxing the decade to the extant of from 20,000 to 
25,000 persons, Tt should bo notod, however, that many of the 
Sundarbang cultivators are not permanent sottlers, but continue to 
rotide in their old homes, and only visit the Sundarbans whon 
} ploughing or harvesting operations aro in progress.” 
‘Tho following tablo shows tho saliont statistios of the omsus 
} of 1001 
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Inthe tablo givon above the density of population is shown as Gnvanax. 
603 persons to the square mile, but these figures exclude the Sato, 
Surfdarbans with on area of 2,688 square miles; if this tract is 
included, the donsity of tho distriot falls as low t8 269 pereons to Denaty of 
the square mile, ‘Tho Sundarbans trnot, however, has eoarooly any PR", 
permanent population, except along a narrow belt, which abuts 
f on and is practically part of tho settled tract to tho north, ‘Tho 
inhabitants of this narrow oultivated belt are included in the police 
ciroles to which they lie noatest, and the only other inhabitants 
are a fow fishermen, wood-outters and hunters, living in its 
southern fastneeses and insignificant in number, whom it would he 
impractionble to enumerate, 
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In tho distriot, a a whole, the density of population is doter- 
minod by tho physical foatures of differont tracts, ‘The northern 
part of the Sitkhird subdivision is a Jnisly densely populated 
traot, rosombling in its gonornl physiol charactoristios the 
adjoining thinas of Jessoro, but tho drainago is bad thoro aro 
numerous swamps, and malorin is always prosont, Horo tho 
Kalaron thina supports 806 and tho Sétkhird thina 738 porsons 
por square mile, Until 1901 Kalaroa was tho most donsoly 
populated thina in tho district, but it has now changed plaoos 
with Khulna thina, whore there aro 851 persons for ovory square 
milo, I know by portonal oxperionoo,” wroto tho Magistrato 
in 1891, “thot all tho land in the Kalizot thina hos alroady 
‘boon oultivated, and thre is no room for any oxpansion of culti 
yation. ‘While tho southom thinas import lnbour largely for 
transplanting and reaping paddy, Kalérod, like the noighbouring 
thanas of Jessore, which it resembles in many respects, exports 
it.” ‘Ho anticipated that the population of Kalaroi had reached 
its limit, and the deckino obsorved in L901 shows the oorreotnoss 
of his forooast. 

‘ho other northern thinas aro also low-lying, and Lids aro 
lange and numerous, but the country is more open ond thore is 
Joss jungle, while tho stagnant pools ond tanks, which aro 60 
common in north Satkhira, are rarely soon, In thoso thinas 
thore is still room for expansion, and much of tho dif land is 
capable of reclamation,” Here the density varies from 419 por 
square mile in Baitaghita to $51 per squaro milo in Khulna, 
‘Tho southern thinas include Inigo areas in the Sundaxbans, 
whoro thero is an immenso quantity of fortile and awaiting tho 
axo and tho plough. Tho jungle is steadily being pushed back, 
and every your moro land is being brought under oultivation, 
A great deal of the work of reclamation is carried out by 
persons whose permanent homes are elsswhore, but tho number 
of rogular sottlors is gradually growing, Horo the Rampal 
thina mupports 388 persons per square milo and is the most 
thinly populated part of the distxict, 

At tho consis of 1901, tho number of residents of other 
distriots ooumeratod in Khulni’ was 65,717, ropretenting 6 per 
cont, of the population, Most of those came from contiguous 
Adistriota, espectilly Backorgungo and Jossore, which supply many 
of the oultivators on new clearances in the Sundarbans, but a large 
number alsd-came from Farldpur, ‘Tho number of immigrants 
from these thred districts alono was 48,482, Somo of the immi- 
grants have settled pormanently in the district, but the exooss of 
males shows that Ynany are slill domiciled elsewhere, Among 
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immigrants from distant places may be mentioned the Bunis, an 
aboriginal tribe, who have como from Bankura and Burdwan 
and sottled in the neighbourhood of Khulné. They migrated 
here with their women and children for the purpose of clearing 
jungle, and may remained to oultivato land on their own 
‘account. 

‘Tho great majority of tho immigrants, however, only come 
for a time to cultivate the marshy land which is so plentiful in the 
istrict, Such land is too low to bo used for permanent habitation 
and it is accordingly largely oultivated by people, locally known. 
‘as déwals, who come from other and more densely peopled tracts, 
erect temporary huts, and go away after growing and reaping 
their paddy. ‘This temporary population is incrossed during the 
reaping season by a population of a still more temporary character, 
‘viz., tho reapers, who return to their homes as soon as tho harvest 
hhns boon gathored. A number of fishermen also come every year 
from Ohitiagong, build huts in tho Sumdarbins, and yemain for 
three or four months after the rains, oatohing and salting fish, 
Besides theso, a fair number of up-country men come to the 
istxiot to trad or to sock employment as constables, day labourers, 
Aoor-koopers, grooms, sweepers, shoo-makers, eto, but they 
gonorally return to their homos after they have mado a little 
money. 

Gonorally speaking, tho only immigration of any magnitude, 
which has beon taking place in reoont timos, is that of cultivators 
from Backergungo who settle down on newly-redlaimed lands in 
‘Monellganj. Professional men from Jossore also find employ- 
‘ment in the courts and offices at Khuluk, but otherwise immigra- 
tion is either very insignificant in its dimensions or ephemeral in 
character, ¢.g., & doctor comes from Hooghly, # pleader from 
the 24-Parganas, anda retired Deputy Magistrate from Oaloutta, 
reapers come for e short time from Jessore and Nadia, and 
boatmen pass through from Dacca and Pabna, * 

Tho volume of emigration is not large, only 25,883 or 2 
per cont. of the population being enumerated in other districts 
at the census of 1901; and of theso 19,683 wore enumerated 
in contiguous districts. ‘The struggle for existenco has not yet 
become at all koon, exoopt in thina Kalaroa ; bofh cultivators 
and labourers earn enough at home, and therefore do not 
find it necossary to go to other districts to earn a living. In 
Kalsroi wages aro low, and tho landless clasees periodically go 
elsewhere to eam something to eke out the wages they get at 
home. ‘They do not, however, find it nevossary to leavo the 
district, but only go to tho southom thanas, where they help 
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to reap tho plontiful harvests, and then rotumn home, bringing 
with them the wages eared by thom in money and kind. In 
tho same way, Hindus of high oasto living on tho banks of 
the Kabadak, the Bhadvé or the Bhairab, who find that they 
cannot get o sufficient quantity of fertilo land in their own 
neighbourhood, turn their eyos to tho fortilo south, obtain a 
ganthi or largo allotmont, sotile it in plots with tho aotual 
cultivators, and maintaig thoir familios on tho differenoo botwoon 
tho rents thoy reocive and those they po: 

In Khulna thero is not much distinotion botwoon tho urban 
and rural population, for thro aro no industries or manufactures 
nocessitating tho formation of towns, and almost tho ontire 
population subsists on agriculture. ‘Thoro aro 3 towns, Khulna, 
Satkhira and Dobhata, containing altogether 24,236 inhabitonts, 
representing 2 por cont. of tho population, ‘The remainder of 
the population is contained in 3,441 villages, tho majority of 
which are of no vory largo sizo, for 46 par cont. of tho rural 
population live in villagos containing under 500 inhabitants 
and 47 por oot. in villages with botweon 500 and 2,000 
inhabitants, ‘Thoso villagos aro found almost entirdly in tho 
moro settled traots to tho north of the district, the villages 
in the south being few in number and consisting gonerally of 
cluster of cultivators’ huts. In the Sundarbans they are even 
fowor and smaller, for the settlers there do not tend, as in 
other places, to group thomsclves into villages, this being 
probably one result of their having holdings so largo that 
it is most conveniont to live near them. But whateyor the 
enuso, many of the village names on tho map represents no 
sites of villages as we usually understand a villago, but wide 
stretohos of waving paddy, with homesteads soattered about 
thom, where the cultivators’ families live apparently in perfoct 
seclusion. 

‘Tho languago commonly spoken is tho dialect of Bengali, 
called oastorn or Musalmin Bengali, the distinguishing foatare 
of which is a large admixturo of Persian and Arabio words in 
its vooabulary, A minor dialeot is that known as east-contral 
Bongali or the form of eastern Bengali spoken in this district, 
Tessore and tho groator pert of Faridpur. Hindi, according to 
the census of 1901, is spoken by 4,716 persons as compared with 
3,540 in 1881, a fact which points to an increased domand for 
Isbourers from up-country. 

‘Tho population is almost oqually divided between Muham- 
madans and Hindus, the former numbering 632,216 or 50°46 
por cent, and the latter 619,123 or 49°41 por cont, ‘There are 
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very fow members of other religions, Ohristions numboring 1,275 
and members of all othor religions only 429, 

Consus statistics for the Inst 20 yonrs show that tho xfahum- 
proportion of Muhammadsns in the population is gradually "thn. 
ooreasing, whilo that of Hindus is stondily increasing, ‘This 
‘appears to bo duo to tho faot that tho Muhaimmadans make but 
fow prosolytos, though somo Hindus may hero and there lose 
casto and adopt tho religion of Islam, and to the fot that a largo 
proportion of the Hindus consist of castes of aboriginal desoont, 
such as Ohandals and Pods, who aro extremely hardy,, industrious 
nd thrifty, while thoir habits, which aro almost ‘amphibious, 
spooially qualify thom for living in tho fon country which forms 
40 largo a part of tho district, It is truo that a largo proportion 
of tho Masalméns also aro dosoondants of converted Chandals and 
Pods, but their convorsion is suid to havo brought about changes 
which havo ronderod thom unfit to compoto with their unconverted 
congeners. In tho first place, many have coasod to be fishermen, 
and oonsoquontly havo given up tho amphibious lifo which is 
fof such gront servioo to tho Chmndils and Pods; and in tho 
noxt place, tho consciousness that thoir religion is one of  xa00 
of conquerors and rulers, the polygamous habits which they 
havo adoptod, ond. the secluiion of thoir fomalos, have combined 
to impair their habits of hardihood, thrift and industry, and to 
ronder thom pleamure-loving and indolent. 

‘Muhammadans prepondorato in thina Kalarot, while thoir 
proportion to tho total population is loast in thanas Baitaghata, 
Phikgich& and Asisuni, ‘Those variations aro probably duo to 
thoir greater or less adaptability, and to tho ciroumstances of the 
different thinas, and not to any loss ar gain in tho vitality of tho 
two religions, whioh, so far as Khulna is conoorned, havo almost 
consod {o be active forces, In Kelazoa, where tho’ struggle for 
xistenco has booome very keen, tho Misalmins are more inured 
to poverty and want than the Hindus, among whom there aro no 
largo hardy olastes of somi-aboriginal desoont, like the Chandile 
and Pods, who would probably have competed successfully with the 
Musalmins, Similarly, in Baitaghata, Pailgichd, and Asisuni, 
tho comparative paucity of Muhammadans is attributed to. com- 
potition with the Ohandals and Pods, 

‘Thoro appoars to bo litle doubt that this distrit was originally indus, 
peopled by the Chandals and Pods, tho formor occupying the 
eastern and the latter the western half of it, In all probability, 
thoy were originally hunters and fishermen, the Pods following 
tho latter calling almost exclusively, while some of the Ohandals 
‘wore hunters also, When the higher Hindu oastes migrated into 
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tho district, they oocupied the comparatively high lands on the 
banks of the rivers; while tho Ohandals and Pods were driven into 
the jungles to the south of the district, or to the low marshy 
tracts betwoen the difforont rivers. ‘Thus, wo find the high ouste 
Hindus sottled mainly slong the banks of tho Jamund, Botns, 
Kebadak, Bhairah, and along the Naukhali and its continuation, 
tho Satkhira Hhal—tho formor of which must have boon a xiver 
of some size at one time, though it has now silted up; while the 
Ohendals and Pods live in tho intervening marshes and in the 
jungles to tho south. Apparently the only caso in which high 
caste Hindus penctrated vory far south was whon Pralépiditya 
founded Iswaripur ; and this seems to havo boon due to the fact that 
ho was in search of a safo refuge for himsclf and his adherents, 
and wont further afield than ho would have otherwise done, 

OF the 1,275 Ohristions enumerated in 1901, no less than 
1,228 wore natives, the great majority being converts of the 
Baptist Mission, whioh has beon at work in this district for about 
40 yoors, At first, the headquarters of this Mission woro at 
Jessore, the missionary in charge there visiting the Christians 
living in the Sundarbans, but as the Obristion community 
inoreased, a separate missionary was, appointed for Khulnt, ‘Tho 
Mission now has 18 churches and 24 schools in the district and 
carries on its work mostly amongst tho cultivating classes in tho 
Sundarbans, The Oxford Mission also has a station at Shelabuna, 
2 Sundarbans village situated jon the Passur, about 30 milos 
south of Khulni; and there are some Roman Gatholio Christians 
at Malogichi in the Sundarbans, who aro visited oooasionally 
by their priests, The number of Christians has inoreased 
considerably in recent yours, rising from 747 in 1881 to 963 in 
1801 and to 1,275 jn 1901. Nearly the whole number are 
inhabitants of thins Khulna, Paikgtcht and Rémpal. 

In. district such as Khulnd, where. large proportion of 
the population consists of demi-Hindnized castes of aboriginal 
descent, where the people suffer from fever and other diseases in 
the more settled parts, and whero attempts to, reclaim the waste 
are endangored by the attacks of wild animals, itis not altogethor 
rising that tho more ignorant should believe in spi 
doities, who can be induoed, if duly propitiated, to ward off disease 
and to protect them from danger in tho forests. Among tho 
godlings of discase two may be mentioned—Jwara Narayan and 
Sitals, 














Tawara Nartyon, also known os Jwara Bhairab and 
Twardsur, is the name given to the fever goilling. ‘He is said to 
aye been specially oreated by Siva to fight on the side of Bin 
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Rajt, whon oppesled to by that monarch for help against 
Trishna’s invading army. ‘His image is of a sky-bluo colour, 
with throo heads, throo feet, six hands and nino oyos, Ho is 
worshipped mainly by the lowor castes with tho aid of a Brahman 
priost, when malarial fovar is provalent or when a member of tho 
family rooovers from a dangerous illness, Goats aro suorittood, 
and offerings oro made of rico, fruit, milk and sweets. ‘Tho 
worship is porformed on o Tuosday or Saturday at some place 
outside tho villago, and tho idol is loft thoro aftorwards. Sitala is 
tho well-known goddess of small-pox, bub in Khulné sho is 
rogarded by tho Pods, nob merely as the goddess of small-pox, but 
as their main deity. If a person is omrriod off by a tiger, or 
his crops are destroyed by wild animals, it is thought that it is 
‘because he has inouxred the disploasuro of Sitala, 

‘An even moro curious instanoo of superstition is the exorcism 
of wild animals in tho Sundaxbans, of which the following 
account is condensed from an article by Mr. D. Sunder, formerly 
Commissioner in the Sundarbans* :— 

‘Phoso who have visited the Sundarbans between the months of 
otober and May havo observed the brisk trade which is oarried 
on during that period in timber, Wood-cuttors come in boats 
from Barisil, Khulnf, Faridpur, Caloutta and other districts, and 
enter the forests of the Sundaxbans for the purpose of cuiting 
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timber. These places are full of man-eating tigers, and the loss * 





of life that annually oooars from tho attacks of these brutes is 60 
hoavy that nothing will porsuade wood-cutters to proceed to the 
jungles without their fakir. Ho is tho one person who is 
believed to possess power to disperso tigers, and also to prevent 
thom from attacking anybody or oausing loss of life. ‘Tho belief 
in the power of the fatir is so great that wood-outters and others 
declare that even crocodiles, which are also the cause of great loss 
of lifo, aro under his control, Tt is.eaid that ho oon make them 
riso of sink in water by his charms, and by his exorcisms closo 
their mouths and prevent them from doing any harm, 

No work is bogun in tho forests by wood-outtors, until the 
Fakir has gono through his charms and inoantations, and has 
performed a coromony for tho dispersion of all noxious animals, 
On rival at tho block of land solooted for tho wood-outting 
operations, tho fate repeata a cbarm for tho safety of tho boat 
and then goos ashore with the wood-outters and solact a piooo of 
ground on which to propitiate the deities. ‘The junglo is cloarod 
there, and the fakir makes a circle on the ground with his right 
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foot and then repeats more incantations. After this, he builds 
soven small huts, with stakes ond leaves, within his circle, 
Beginning on the right, the first hut is dodioatod to Jaga. 
bandhu, the friond of the world, and the socond to Mahidova, 
the destroyer. ‘The third is assigned to Mansi, the goddess: of 
sakes; noxt 40 ito small platform is oreoted in honour of 
Rupapori, a spirit of the junglo; and beyond this again is a hut 
divided into two compartmonts—ono for Kali, tho othor for her 
daughter Kalimayé, ‘Then there is anothor small platform, on 
‘which offerings are mado to Orpori, a wingod spirit of the 
jungle; after this is a hut with two compartments, one boing for 
Tameswari and the other for Buxhi Thakurani, and thon a treo, 
called Rakshya Ohandt (another namo for Kali), tho trunk 
of which is smeared with vermilion, No offorings are mado to 
it, Thon come two more huts, with two compartments in each 
and flags flying over them. ‘The first hut is reserved for Ghaai 
Saheb and his brother Kalu, and tho next is for his son Chawal 
Pir and his nephow Ram Ghizi. The last deity propitinted is 
Bastu Devata (the eaxth), who has no hut or platform, but 
receives offerings placed on plantain leaves on the ground. ‘Tho 
offering to tho different deities are simple cnough, consisting of 
rice, plantains, coconuts, sugar, sweetments, oto, ; efiraghe or small 
earthen lamps are lit; pots of water covered with mango leaves 
“and decorated with an image of tho deity in vermilion aro put 
out; and flags are hung over the huts, 

‘Whon everything is ready and the offerings have been 
arranged, the falar rotives to purify himsolt, Ho has a bath, and 
returns wearing a diofi provided for him by the wood-outters, 
with his hands, arms, and forchead smeared with vermilion, 
‘Then, with hands folded before his face, he goes on his knees, 
bows his head to the ground, and remains in this attitude for a 
few seconds before each of the deities in succession, offering 
up prayers to cach of thom, After finishing his prayers, 
the Jakir proceeds to ascertain whethor a tiger is prosent 
in the locality or not, bidding it roar on the right or left 
according to its position, ‘Ho then blows over his arm, and spans 
it from tho elbow to ono of his fingers. If the span moots the 
end of any finger exactly, tho fatty waits a fow minutes and 
spars a second time, If tho span fails to moot the same fingor 
exaoily, it is a sign that a tiger is prosont and tho fakir has to 
drive it off, Ho is said to he abloto do this by repeating an 
inou,tation:—“In the name of my brothers Hingli, Bingli and 
Mangala, and tho-horses of Ghizi Saheb, also in the name of 
Barkat (God). © mother Kameswari, thou art uppermost in my 
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mind: I have put Amecl, the ridor, on tho backs of tho tigers 
and tigrosses of this jungle. Go castivard, tho of colour of 
fire; go eastward or westward, go to the right-about, I command 
thee, and food thyself by killing door and pig, If this my 
charm fails, may the top-knot of Mahadeva fall at tho fect of 
Kali,” Hingli, Bingli and Mangala, mentioned in this charm, 
aro said to be deities of the jungles and the fathers of tigors, 
whilo Azracl is alleged to be a spirit who always xides on the 
backs of tigers. 

‘ho fakir thon repoats charms for the protection of the wood- 
cutters and himself, After this, in order to close the eyes’ of 
the'tiger, the fulir repeats an inoantation, beginning—* Dust ! 
dust! Tho ‘finest dust be on thy eyos, O tiger and tigress, ” 
Special charms aro repeated, if a tiger is eeon in tho jungle 
prowling anywhore noar the wood-outters, or is believed to be in 
their vicinity, or if the growl of a tiger is hoard anywhere near 
the place where wood-outting is going on. ‘That the yukir is 
thoroughly believed in by wood-outters,” writes Mr. Sunder, 
‘there is no doubt, and it is equally oortain thet his charms 
and exorcisms give them courage to enter the forests and 
emboldon them to work there, notwithstanding the variety of 
dangers by which they are surrounded. Without him they-would 
be utterly helpless. ‘That his exorcisms and incantations have 
Little offeot has been proved, for it often happens that the aktr 
himself, instead of the wood-cutters, is oarvied off by the tiger.” 

Mr. Sunder also montions come quaint instnnoes of superstitious 
beliefs about tigers oommon among the poople who inhabit or 
work in tha Sundarbins, “hore is a superstition that the 
tongue of a tiger is a sure remedy for enlarged spleen. It 
may bo taken in two ways. A small pioce should be out and 
put within the upper part of a ripo plantain, end the pationt 
should bite that part of the plantain and swallow it the first thing 
in the morning, for five oonseoutive days. Another way is to 
grind a bit of tho tongue with a pepperoom into a pasts, mix it 
with a little hukah water, and drink it every moming for seven 
days. ‘The whiskers of a tiger are considered to be a cure for 
foot-and-mouth disease among cattle. A fow hairs of tho whiskers 
should be tied in a pioco of cloth to a leg of the sick animal, and 
it is believed that all vermin on tho cattle will instantly drop off. 
‘Tho fat ofa tiger is also much sought after, for it is believed to 
be an infallible remedy for rheumatism. It should be rubbed over 
the affected parts of the body night end moming. ‘Thé skin of a 
tiger is considered to be a cure for ophthalmia, It should bo 
Durant and ground into a paste with Aukkah water and applied all 
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round tho affocted eye, ‘Tiger claws are often worn by mon and 
women as a charm against attacks from tigers. hildren somo- 
times woar tiger claws mounted on silver as a charm against tho 
ovil eyo. 

« Whon a tigor oarrios off a manjhi of a bont, tho holm usod by 
him is romoved from the boat and planted with tho blado upwaxds 
on tho spot whoro the man was killed, and a pieoo of white cloth, 
with somo xico tied in a comer of it, is attachod to the holm, 
‘Whon o bontman is killod by a tiger, his oar is plantod, blade 
upwards, on the place whore ho was attaoked, and a whito flag, 
with somo rico tied in a corner of it, is fixed to tho oar, If any 
porson attompt to remove oither the helm or tho our and fail to 
draw it out of tho ground by a single pull, it is boliovod that ho 
will be killod by a tiger; but nobody ever interfores with tho 
simple momorials to the dead, which aro soon on tho banks of 
shreams and in tho jungles throughout the Sundarbans.”” * 

Ghazi Sthob and his brothor Kalu mentioned in the above 
acoount are said to have been Muhammadan pirs or saints, who 
had complete power over all living things, It is bolieved that 
they possessed the power of bringing to pass whatever they 
desired, and that tigers would come to them or disperso at their 
‘command ; also that they used to rido about the jungles on tigers. 
‘They are venerated both by Muhammadans and Hindus, and 
whenever any parson dosives to onter any jungle, ho first bonds 
to the ground, with bands folded before his face, and says: “In 
the name of Ghazi Saheb.” Having done this, he goos into the 
jungle, believing that Ghazi Saheb will keop him perfootly safo. 
Fukirs and othors aro unable to say who Ghazi Stheb was; but in 
tho Bengal Oonsus Roport of 1901, Mr. Git writos as follows —~ 
“Zindah Ghaai from Zindik-i-Ghaai, ‘conqueror of infidels,’ vidos 
on a tigor in tho Sundarbans, and is tho patron saint of wood 
cutters, whom ho is supposed to protect from tigors and orocodilos, 
Ho is sometimes identifed with Ghisi Miyin and sometimes 
with @hiai Madar, One Mubammadan gentloman tolls mo ho 
ig Badiruddin Shih Madar, who in A. H, 840 fighting 
against tho infidels, Songs aro sung in his honour and offerings 
‘ro mado after a safo roturn from a journey, Hindu women 
often make vows to have songs sung to him if their children 
roach a certain ago, His shrine is believed to bo on a mountain 
called Madaria in tho Himalayas.” 

Another pir of groat local repute is Khin Jahan, or as he is 
known looally Khinja Ali, the warrior saint of tho Sundarbans, 
whose history has been given in tho provious chapter, Various 
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traditions cling to his nome—among’ others, 
pions in his old age and ontored his tomb while still alive to escape 
from a punitive foroo sent against him by Jahangir. Ho is 
now regarded as a saint; mivaotlous cures axe said to be effected 
tat his tomb; and thoro is a special yourly festival when, people 
come to make offerings. 








Acoording to the census of 1901, no less than 201,785 Muham- woman. 


madans aro Sheikhs and 284,578 aro Atraf or Ajlaf, the only Ot 
other olass with more than 10,000 representatives being Jolahas, 
who number 26,9387. Tho higher classes form a very small 
minority, only the Pathins (9,183) and Saiynds (3,370) numbering 
over 1,000, 

Locally, however, the most common classification is that of Asbrit 

Ashrif and Atrif, Tho formor aro the desoondants of puro i", 
Musalmins, who como into the distriot from Northern India; the 
latter aro tho descondants of somi-Hinduizod aboriginos, prin« 
cipally Chandals and Pods, and of low caste Hindus, who were 
converted to Islim, ‘Who word Ashraf is tho plural of Sharif, 
and the designation means therefore the patricians or nobles, 
while the word Atraf, which is tho plural of tarap), is commonly 
understood os moaning the oommon people or tho masses, the 
low born or the ploboians, ‘Tho people to whom it is applied do 
not demur to its uso and frankly admit their inferiority to the 
Ashraf, They do not, however, know or admit that thoy are 
Aosoondants of converls to Islim; aooording to them, they are 
the tillers of tho soil, while the Asbrif do not oultivate tho land 
with their own hands, ‘Tho latter titlo is scrupulously confined to 
thoso familios who aro puro Musnlmins by oxtraotion, and it is 
only thoy who uso the tribal titles of Saiyad, Mir ond Khan, 
‘Tho Atrif carefully avoid the tribal titles used by them, exoopt 
that of Sheikh, In addition to tho title of Sheikh, which 
serves to mix up the Ashraf and Atrif (o some extent, the latter 
have distinotive titles of their own, such as Sardar, Ghazi, Mandal 
or Moral, oto. As” in the oase of the Hindus, the Ashraf who 
first migratod into the distriot took up their abode on the banks of 
tho rivers, whilo the Atraf, like their unconverted brethren, dwelt 
in the jungles in tho south of the district or in the marshy tracts 
swhioh lio between the rivers. 

‘The only Hindu caatos numbering over 26,000 arothe Chandils, time 
Pods, Kayasths, Kaibarttas and Brahmans, A. brief account of #7 
each of these castes is given beloy 

By far the most numerous 














findu castes in Khulna are the Chandils 


Pods and the Chandils, or as they now call. themselves, Namas or 4 Pods 


‘Nomasiidras, ‘Tho former numbor 190,507, and tho latter 
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105,495; and between them they account for nearly ono-third of 
the total Hindu population. ‘Tho Pods aro dosoribed as being 
the most hard-working and thrifty people in the district, and 
their habits and mode of lifo as exceptionally well-suited to the 
cireumstances of tho country in which thoy live. They are, 
moreover, peace-loving and law-abiding, and not at all litigious, 
‘The Chandals, who, with the Pods, are believed to have boon tho 
original settlers of tho district, are, in their habits and modes of 
life equally well-suited to the ciroumstances of tho district, but 
have not inoroased in the same proportion, They nro less thrifty 
than the Pods and have probably always beon more pugnacious 
nd lees ponoafal than the Intter. At any rato, tho loss advanced 
mombors of the Chandal caste are now oxtromely turbulent; and 
with the Musalmins, many of whom are descended from the same 
ancestors, they are responsible for most of the riots that take 
laco in the distriot.* 

‘At tho same timo, it should be stated that, as a community, 
tho Ohandals or Nemasiidras show considerable aptitude for 
orgonization and that the ideals pursued by the better classes 
among them seem praiseworthy. As an instanco of this, may 
bo mentioned a conferenoo reosntly held (in March 1908), which 
was attended by Namasiidras from Khulné, the adjoining distriots, 
and some districts of Easter Bengal. From the published 
reports it appeara that its objects wore the spread of education, 
the establishment of a permanent fund, and the removal of social 
evils, In pursuanoo of those objects, th following resolutions 
wore passed :—“(1) That the Namasiidra conference be made 
permanent by yearly meotings to be held in different districts for 
the discussion of social matters and the spread of education, 
@) That 0 village committeo bo formed in every Namasiidra 
village, and unions of 15 such villages, and a district committee 
in every district, (3) That for noquiring funds for a Nema- 
idea contribution fund, village committees, unions and district 
committees be authorized to collect subserfptions. A handful 
of rico should be sot apart before moals in overy family, and 
collected weekly by tho village committos, Every member of 
village committee will pay a monthly subscription of one anna, 
of unions two annas, and of district committees four annas, 
‘Poreo por oont, of the oxponses inourred in araddia, marriages 
and, othor oocasions must be rosorved for this fund. (4) ‘That 
fs some active measure should be adoptod towards social reform, 
it is) resolved that any Namasidra marrying his son under 
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20 or daughter under 10 will be excommunicated. The com- 
mittess and unions must be specially oareful about strat 
‘compliance with this resolution.” 

‘Tho following story regarding the origin of the Pods and 
Chandals is current in Khulnd:—A beautiful girl suooumbed 
to tho blandishmonts of a low-ouste lover and gave birth to 
a son, ‘Tho intrigue and its result wore kept secret, and in 
uo course tho girl was mamied to a man of her oyn rank 
in life, Sho had soveral other sons, who wore brought up in 
comfort, while hor first-born shifted for himaclf as best ho could, 
‘When tho logitimate children grew up, they learnt the story 
of their mother’s frailty and persoouted their halt-brother in all 
possible ways, Onos, when he was away from home, they pulled 
up his paddy soedlings and planted thom upside down, ‘This was 
moro than the bastard could bear, and he was about to commit 
suicide when tho goddess Lakshmt sppeared and caused the 
plants to boar a crop of golden grain. ‘The bastard is said to 
tbo tho ancestor of the Pods, while the logitimato sons wore 
tho forebears of the Ohandils.* 

‘Tho Kaynaths, who numbar 89,885, are chiefly Dakshin Teathis, Wiyaths 

coxoopt those who live in the south and west. of the Sxtkhira. sub- 
division, who aro principally members of the Bangaja sub-oasto. 
‘These latter belong to tho ‘Taki SamAj, and acknowledge as their 
loaders tho Bubus or Rajis of Nunnagar, who are said to bo 
the descendants of Kacha Rai, tho cousin of tho colebrated 
Pratipiditya 

‘The Kaibarttas, who number 36,167, are agriculturists and Kaibart. 
fishermen, who in many respects possess qualities similar to thoso 
of tho Pods. But they aro not 80 well-suited to the ciroumstances 
of tho distriot, as they cannot adapt thomselves in the samo 
‘manner to land subject to be inundated by salt water. 

‘Tho Brihmans of tho district aro mainly Rathi, with a small Britinans 
sprinkling of Barondra Brihmes. Be 
Barendra Brihmans found all over tho district, there i 
colony of Kinyakubja or Kanaujié Brihmans in the villages of 
Gaird ond Ohendanpur close to Chinduria in its extreme northe 
wostorn comer, Some of theso families appear to have boen 
established in theix present homes for four or five generations, 
while othors say that they immigrated soven generations ago. 
‘The hoad of one of the former families states that his ancestors 
first camo to, and settled in, Murshidabad but later on, during 
the troublous times of the Mardths invasions, thoy sought 
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snd found shelter in the looality in which they have sinoo 
edn established, 

The other high castes haye but few representatives, and it is 
noticeable that the Baidyss, who aro so numerous elsowhere, 
number only 1,641. ‘They are almost entirely Rarhis and appear 
to have beon established in this district in comparatively early 
times. Most of the lending families of this caste have somo 
tendition to the effect that they came from other districts to the 
north and weet, but they cannot give any definite information on 
the subject. 

Among other castes found in Khulnd may be montioned 
the Pirdlis, the descendants of Hindus who became Muhammadans 
because they ware outcasted for having been foroed to taste or 
smell forbidden food cooked by a Muhammadan, Some only of 
tho Pirdlis aro Mubammadans, and many of tltem still retain 
‘Hindu beliefs and onstoms. Others have suooeeded to a certain 
‘extent in recovering their original casto and have remained 
Hindus, They aro said to be named after a Brahman apostate, 
named Pir Ali, the didn of Khan Jahin or Khanja Ali, who 
ruled in Khuloa about four conturies ago. ‘Tradition says that 
he became 2 Muhammadan in consequence of a trick played 
upon him by Khinja Ali, The story goes that during the 
Ramzin the Brihman precented Khinja Ali with a bougnet 
of flowers, and when he inhaled the perfume, had tho impru- 
dence to reproach him for breaking the fast, saying “In our 
Sistras, it is written that smelling is half eating, (agiranam 
ardha bhojanam).” The Nawab took a grim vengeance. Some 
time afterwards, he gave a banquet to which ho invited the 
Brahman, and when tho latter entered the room, had a door 
opened, behind which a steaming broth of boot was being pro- 
pered. . The unfortunate Hindu at once raised his cloth to his 
xnose to keep out the polluting odour, but his attempt was vain and 
the Nawab taunted bim in his own words:—“Let mo remind 
yoa that, according to your Séstras, smelling is half eating.” 
‘ho Hindu’s caste was gone, and he was obliged to turn Musal- 
tum, adopting the name of Muhammad Tahir, though ho is 

more generally known as Pir Als. It is said that the great 
Tagore family of Pathuriaghata in Caloutta are descended from 
the son born to him while still a Brahman.* 

The dietary of tho great majority of the people is a simple 





omansc- oné, consisting principally af rico, fish and vegotables, but 


‘AMIETIC. Muhammadans indulge in animal food when they oan afford it, 


@ See also Hinds Cgstee and State (pp. 110-206) by Jogendm Nath 
Bhafticrya. 
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As a ralo, tho first meal is token in the morning before tho Fost. 
work of tho day begins ; there is a slight repast at noon ; and. 
all finish off with a meal about nine o'clock at night, 








‘The ordinary dress of a well-to-do man consists of a waist- Clothing, 


cloth (dhutt), 0 ootton shoot or shawl (ohddar), nnd sometimes a 
cort of oon (pirdn), A cultivator in avorage oiroumstanoes 
clothes himself ina waistoloth, and a sonrt (gameha) which he 
‘wours over his shoulder, tho material being of stouter and commer 
loth than that of a shopkooper’s dress, In tho oold sonson, 
‘the shopkeopar wours a alddar or shawl of broadcloth, about 3} 
yords in length, not mado up in any way, but simply out from 
tho piece; whilo tho oultivator woars a ohadar of stout cotton 
cloth, with a kanthd, or Iargo cotton quilt, as a covering at night, 
Conta, vosts, shirts and comforters aro now somotimes used oven 
Ty ultivators and boatmon, and cheap imported woollen 
wrappers aro gradually roplacing oowntry-made cotton ohadare 
for winter woar. By women tho dvi is universally worn, ono 
end being draped ovor tho hond and shouldors and fastened 
to tho waist pico, 

‘Pho houses. aro not clustorod together in villegos, as that stout 
torm is understood in othor parts, but each is practioally a homo« 
stoud, standing in its own littlo patah of land and surrounded by 
a small orobard of fruit and palm trons, ‘Tho highost ground 
availablo is selooted ; and whore tho sito is low, it is laboriously 
raisod by oxonvation, with the result that thore aro hollows and 
pits in every compound, which in tho rains aro filled with atag- 
nant water. A respootablo shopkeepor’s houso is built of sundrt 
posts, bamboo, and reed mats. The floor, which is of ‘mud, is 
raised two or threo foot above the surface of the ground. ‘The 
rides of th house aro made of rood mats, with spilt bamboos 
nid noross, which are sometimes painted black, ‘The roof is 
thatohed with straw, san grass (a slonder long grass which: doos 
not oasily xot in tho rains), and golpata or tho loaves of the 
hantal or wild dato plum, ‘Tho hut consists of ono room about 
80 foot long by 15 feot broad, with narrow verandahs in front 
and at the back, with mud stops leading to them. It has usus 
ally two doors placed opposite to cach other, the panels: being 
set in wooden frames. On each side of the door are windows 
to admit air and light, In addition to this building, a shop- 
Kooper has also a oooking-houso, whore he and his family take 
thoir meals, a cow-shod, and two or threo granaries (golds) for 
storing rico, ‘Wheso aro situated at ashort distance from the shop, 
‘Dut the whole of the buildings forming tho homestead are sur 
xounded by a fence composed of reeds plaited togethor. 





7 ‘KHULNA. 


‘The walls of the cultivators’ houses are built of mud or 
consist of reed mats, with bamboo or gardn posts, the root being 
thatched. ‘The floor is mado of mud, generally raised about 
three feot above the level of the outside ground, but in the better 
class of houses floors raised to the height of six or eight fect 
are not uncommon. The house of a husbandman in moderato 
ciroumstancos has usually about five rooms; the prinoipal room. 
‘has @ narrow verandah in front, with mud steps lending up to it. 
On one side is a small room used as a kitchen: sometimes, 
however, the cook-room is a separate hut, On the other sido 
is another small room where the women of tho family husk 
rico; and there aro also a granary and a cow-shed, detached 
from the house, 

Jn the town of Khulni, as well as in tho intorior, many 
substantial houses, generally one-storeyed, have of lato been oon- 
structed by well-to-do people, especially zamindars and. pleaders ; 
‘but the middle and poorer classes live in huts as desoribed abovo, 
‘The number of brick-built houses is gradually increasing. 

‘Tho principal amusements of the peoplo consist of various 
musical and theatrical entertainments, boat raoes, horse ra00s, 
eto, A popular entertainment consists of matches betwoon Kabir 
dals, i., parties (dal) of singers (abi), of which thero aro roport- 
ed to be'300 or 400 in this district, ach party consists of eight or 
ten men, with a beadman, who is the real abi, Two rival parties 
tare hited t ogive a performance on somo festive occasion, cithor 
in private houses or at commen mooting places inthe villages, the 
chargo boing Re.20 or Rs, 25a night. ‘The headman of one party 
recites impromptn verses, which aro repented by his followers, 
nd then the other party follows suit. The vorses recited gener- 
ally deal with some religious theme, but in their keennoss to 
outdo one another, the performers, at least in publio places, rally 
and ridicule their rivals with rhymes of an abusive character, 
‘The whole performance is thus often strikingly like that des- 
qribed by Horace: “ Fescennina per une inventa lisentia morem 
Versibus alternis opprobia rustica fudit.” Tho kabis aro generally 
recruited froin low lass Hindus, but there are some Muham- 
madans among them ; loading Kebis are found at Mansi, Fakirhat 
and Boalia. 

‘The jatra is on entertainment of a higher class, consisting of 
the performance of a mythological piece, generally selected from 
the Ramayana or Mahabharata, The performers are organized 

parties of musicians called jttraodlds, each party consisting 
of men and boys who represent different characters; the female 
parts are taken by some of the boys or men with clean-shaven 
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faces, 'Thoy sing, dance, and also give musioal concorts, 
‘ho jalraedlas axe professional men, who are hired out to give 
performances in tho houses of well-to-do peopl on tho oooasion 
of tho Durgapija or othor religious and wodding  festivitis, 
‘Thoy aro also engaged for tho barayaris organized by tho poople 
of one or more neighbouring villages, who raise subsoriptions 
amongst themsolves to pay thir foos. Usually, the porformanoes 
aro given at night, and continuo for sevoral ‘nights ; thoy are 
* Koonly onjoyed by the simple vustios, male and fomale, Hindu 
and Muhammadan, ‘Thoro aro three or four looal jaéra parties, 
‘and oooasionally partios of spocinl skill are engaged from othor 
distriots or Caloutta, ‘Thoy charge Rs. 60 to Rs. 100 for a night’s 
porformanos. ‘Tho eduoatod middle classos in Khulnd, Baghor~ 
hat and Sétkhinf, and in advanood villages like Senhiti, Mulghar 
and Magur?, havo also formed thomselvos into amatour dramatio 
societies, their performances boing given at night in housos built 
ana sot apart for the purposo, 
‘Pho Uarayaris montioned above also play an important part 
in villago lifo, noarly ovexy big villngo having a plaoo called 
tho darayaritalé for thoix performance, Sovortl influential 
‘mon of ono or moro villagos form themselves into a committoo, 
styling thomeolves Panda, and rniso a fond for tho performance 
of tho barayari. When a sulficiont sum—it may bo Rs, 100, 
Rs, 200, ormoro—has boon colleotod, they decide on tho beat way 
to spond it, Asa ralo, a small portion is pont on tho pajd of 
mo god, godling, or goddess, sich as Kilt, whoso image 
is sot up under a shod, in front of which bamboo posts 
ato reoted, forming a quadrangle, A shdmiaid ox canopy 
is spread over thom, and mats and dare aro Inid out for the 
andionoo ; enclosed ‘seats aro alto provided for pardanashin 
women of respectablo families, Some gonts aro sacrificed before 
tho imago, and tho subsoribers then partake of a feast provided 
from the Jdrayari fund, Lither « jatrd or kabi party, or both 
when funds pormit, are hired, and their performances are enjoyed 
for soveral days and nights by the people of the neighbourhood, 
who -come in largo numbers to sco them. In tho village of 
‘Tilak, opposite Khulna, a bérayari on a grand scale is oclobrated 
covery year and is the oooasion of a large fair. Mubammadans 
also willingly join in tho Jarayaris, although Hindus aro tho 
pxinoipal organizers, Hindu idols axe worshipped, and ‘tho jira 
and kabi parties perform Hindu mythological pisces. 

Another musioal entertainment is called ghasirgan, which 
consists of songs sung in honour of Ghazi after tho cultivating 
season is over. ‘Tho Muhammadans at this time go about in 
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small bands of 8 or 10 men singing such songs on receipt of small 
fees. ‘The Hindus similarly form bhajandar parties, ie, 10 or 12 
persons form themsclves into a party and sing songs in praiso 
of Siva and Gauri during the Nilpija festival to tho great delight 
of the rustios, 

Here, 98 elsowhoro, kito-flying matches hetwoon parties of 
about four men aro a popular amusomont. ‘Tho matchos aro 
governed by rules rogarding tho sizo of the kitos, tho longth of 
the string, eto, ‘Tho strings aro conted with powdored glass 
stuck on with glue, and each party trios to manquvre its kite 
s0 a3 to out the string or, even botter, tho end of tho rival kite, 
Races between country-bred ponies of different villages tako 
place during vorious festivals, the principal villages engaging in 
this sport being Chhaglidahs, Solpurhit, Ghazixhat, Siromani 
and Daulatpur. Swimming matchos aro also general, 

Boat races aro even more popular, as is only natural in a 
district whero almost every man iss boatman. ‘They aro held 
practically all over tho district, and among other places at 
Khulns, Kalabir, Katenga, Ohhachaidaha, Nagorkandi, Laupéla, 
and Bagherhat, The racing canoes or boats aro 50 to 100 fect 
Jong, and are manned sometimes by as many as 60 pairs of 
rowers. Tho villagers who form the crew come oach with his 
‘own paddle, for practically ovory man in this fon district hos a 
paddle of his own, ‘Those races aro a picturesque sight and give 
rise to the wildest excitement. ‘The boats sweop along with great 
speed, while the rowors keop timo to the songs of a man standing 
up in the boat, and catch up the refrain. 

Numorous festivals and fairs are held ab different plaoos in 
tho district. Among those may be mentioned the fairs held at 
Budhhats in tho Satkhira subdivision during tho Hindu festivals 
of Rsjstra, Durgaplja and Kalipja; ot Astsuni during the 
Deljatra ; at Thiudangs during the Sninjatré; at Khosra 
during the Risjatri ; and at Kalina and Numnagar in alternate 
years during tho Doljatra held in honour of Gobind Deb, whose 
idol was brought from Orissa by Pratapaditya, tho Hindu hero 
of the Sundarbens, Similar fairs are held at Nawapéra and 
Sankarkhali, two small villages in the Bhaluka pargana, during 
the Durgapija, Doljatra and Rothjatea; at Satkhira on the 
occasion of the Doljatra, which lasts for 8 days; at Kapilmuni in 
tho Khulna subdivision in the middle of March, for 13 days; and 
ab Madina in the sumo subdivision in March for 8 days, ‘The 
following fairs aro held annually in the Bagherhat: subdivisic 
at Moghi in April for one month; at Nogorkandi in the mi 
of November for 16 days; at Bighorhat on the occasion. of the 
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Sripanchami for one month; at Lanpila during the Rathjatr& for 
nine days; at Ohitalmari in April for 15 days; at Kurapéré on 
tho 80th Ohaitra (April) for 4 days; at Baniaganti on the 10th 
Paus (Decomber) for 4 days; at Lokpur in October for 10 
days; at Rampil on tho Ist Phalgun (February) for one month 5 
at Malgazi in the lattor part of Phalgun (March) for 10 days ; 
‘at Morcellganj in Baistlch (April) for ono month; at Banagrim 
in Ohaitra (March) for 10 days; at Badal in Phalgun 
(February) for 15 days; at Rangdis in Ohaitra (Maroh) tor 
16 days; ot Kachikaté in April for 10 days; ond at Mansi 
in November for 15 days, 
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Ir is impossible to describe Khulnk as a really healthy district, 
but on the other hand it is not conspicuously unhealthy, and it is 
undoubtedly moro salubrious than the northern districts of the 
Presidency Division, viz., Jossore, Murshidabad and Nadia. 

‘The most unhealthy part is the northern tract adjoining 
Tessore, in which conditions are similar to those obtaining in that 
district, This tract is traversed by a number of rivers, which 
have been raised abovo the level of the eurrounding country by 
tho gradual deposition of silt, and the villages generally cluster 
in thoir neighbourhood. Between the river channels there aro 
numerous marshes, and during tho rainy season largo arous aro 
under water cither from the overflowing of tho rivers or from 
local rainfall. On the drying up of the land extensive bile 
remain, many of which contain water all the year round. Some 
are connected with the river by kials or crocks and aro rogularly 
flushed out at flood timo; but in other cases the kids have 
partially silted up, so that they aro flushed only when the floods 
are unusually high; while others again are unconnected with the 
rivers, and the water in thom lio stagnant for the groater paxt 
of the your. 

In this tract the villoges generally consist of a number of 
separate homesteads soattored over a considerable area. ‘Tho 
houses aro built of split bamboo and ere usually raised on a 
mud plinth, eattle-shods aro built in close proximity to them, 
and the wholo collection of huts encloses a central courtyard, 
towards which they faoo, ‘The mud for the plinth, oto. is taken 
from pits dug in tho immediate neighbourhdod, and after the 
rainy season theso pits remain full of water for a long time, 
‘Tho villages thus abound in patobes of broken ground and 
hollows, which got filled with water and rubbish, and becomo 
overgrown with rank vogetation, High grass and underwood 
grow xank in the groves which surround each little cluster of 
homesteads, the soil remains damp for a long time after the rains, 
and the ponds snd casual collections of water in the villages 
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evaporate vory slowly, ‘The supply of drinking wator, moreover, 
is ofton bad, Villages on tho banks of rivers take it directly 
from the stroam, but in such cases it is generally obtained at 
a spot which is also usod as a bathing ghat, If there is no xiver 
or stream close by, the villagers get their drinking water from 
tanks, which ore also used for washing and other domestio 
purpores, ond cre usually dirty and overgrown with weeds, 
Should there bo not oven a tank, tho drivking water is drawn 
from some pool, end is frequently unfit for consumption, 

Conditions aro better in the central portion af the district, 
for though the land is generally marshy and waterlogged, 
it is more open ond the jungto is less dense. Tt cannot be said, 
however, that this tract is a desirable one for residence, for it is 
practically a fen country. ‘The villages aro necessarily built 
along the higher land edjoining its numerous waterways, the 
water-logged tras in the intorior boing unit for homan 
lation. Marshes covered with rank vogetation abound, aud 
it is not always possible to procure good drinking water. Tho 
genoral climate is better, however, thon in the north, though 
sickness is common from August to Septomber, and foyer, with 
isoases of the liver and sploen, is often prosent. 

Po tho south of the cultivated area human habitations are 
fow, as thoro aro no suitablo sites for villages ; and frosh wator 
ia obtained -but rarely. ‘Tho waterways being practically tho 
only. means of communication with outsido places, the bulk of 
the people have their houses along or near the banks of ‘idle, 
which are closely shut in by juoglo, while the state of tho 
water in them increases thoir inealubrity. If the kAdt is open, 
tho tide flows in and out, and leaves, exoopt at high tid, a bank 
of mud, which isos much as 10 or 12 fect high in places near 
the sea, If the mouth of the A/a? has been dammed, the water 
is necessarily stagnant and unwholesome, Good frech water, itis 
said, is often mote difficult to procure than food; but the people 
apparently become inured to these conditions aud drink water that 
is slightly brackish, apparently without any deleterious conse 
quences. 

Tho system of registering births and deaths now in vogue 
was introduced in 1892, Under this aystem vital ooourrences 
aro reported by tho chaukidars through the presidents of 
panchayats to tho police, and the latter submit monthly retuns 
to the Civil Surgeon, by whom statistics for the whole district 
are propared. ‘Theso returns, though unrelisble os regards tho 
causes of mortality, are at least sufliciently accurate for the 
purpose of calculating the epproximate growth of the population, 
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the relative healthiness or unhealthiness of different parts of the 
distriot, and its salubrity or inenlubrity as comparod with other 
districts, 

Applying this latter tost, wo find that, with tho exception of 
the 24-Parganas, Khulna is the lenst unhealthy district in the 
Prosidency Division, and that here as clsewhore tho groatost 
mortality is rolurmod undar the had of “fever.” 





Aerage anneal dath-at | Average anna denhsnto 
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09 ve 204 
370 420 258 33 
367 a7 280 207 
84 823 220 208 
Ey 283 88 18 











As regards tho growth of the population, during the nine j 
years ending in 1900 tho numbor of births roported largely 
exceeded the number of deaths except in Kalaroi thina, whero 
there was a considerable excoss of deaths; and in the subsequent 
‘oven yours (onding in 1907) there was an excess of 67,500 births, 
As regards tho hoalthiness of different yours, tho groatost 
mortality rocorded sinco 1892 (when tho prosont systom was { 
introduced) was in 1900, whon there was  doath-rato of 88°80 
{por mille, and the least was in 1803 when it fell as low as 27°27 
por mille. ‘The highest birth-rato is 43-97 por mille recorded in { 
Toor, and the lowest 25°50 par mille recorded in 1892. | 
Par. A special enquiry has recently been made rogarding tho { 
ormat, prevalence of malarial fover in Khuln&, and tho results are 
DUST cummed up as follows in the Report of the Drainage Committee, 
Yorer. Bengal, published in 1907. ‘Tho Kbulns distriot exhibits four 
‘areas which may perhaps be differentiated, viz, thnt to the 
north-west, where the land is raised ordinarily above food level, 
the population is dense, and the general conditions aro similar to 
those in Jessore; the north-eastern portion from the Jossore 
boundary southwards to the latitude of Bagherhat, whore the land 
is low and covered with swamps, but the country is more open and 
there is lose jungle; the central portion representing the area of 
the Sundarbans, which has been cleared and populated in fnirly 
recent times; and the uncleared Sundarbans to the south. The 
last named tract may be excluded from consideration. 
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A priori it would soom probable that the central. portion of 
tho district would bo more healthy then the northorn strip, and 
the statistios show this, to be the ease, but the distriot as a whole 
is not abnormally feverish. ‘Tho figures of total mortality in 
differont thinas boar a faisly oonstant relation to tho death-rates 
from fever, except perhaps in Mgurl, which is xathor more 
fovorish, and Astauni rathor less so, than the total death-rate only. 
would presume. Judging from the average annual fover rate in 
tho whole district (1901-1905), viz, 20'S per mille, the thinas 
showing a proportion per millo of 25 and over may be classed as 
specially unhealthy, and those of 15 and under as the reverse, 
‘pon this basis wo find in Khaini the healthy thinas of Kaliganj 
and Phikgtoh® closely followed by Asisuni and Rampal, all along 
tho central line bordering upon the Sundarbans, while KalAro® and. 
‘Magiira in the north-wost comer, and Moll&hat on the north-east, 
all show fever rates which, for the distriot, arehigh, ‘Tho fluctua 
tions in population exhibited by tho consus figures comoborate 
those rosults, exoopt in the caso of Mollahit (+5). Tho 
population in Magura between tho two last coususes was practi- 
ally stationary, while in Kalarot (—10-1) it docreased notios- 
ably, Siitkhirt (—1-7) also showed » small diminution, which 
its position in the fever list would soarcely entioipate, and 
the consis report of 1901 mentions unsatisfactory health as 
‘8 cause, although loss of trdo by the diversion of the boat 
routes wos also operative. ‘Tho statistios of total births and 
dunths for five yenre (1901-1005) show an excoss of births overy- 
shore, although it was very small in Molithat, ond not large ia 
Kalaroi, thus according goncrally, though not conspiously, 
with the deduotions made above. 

“Local opinion is perhaps inctined to consider tho district aa 
more malarious than the statistics corroborate, and the District 
Magisteate'remarks that there is a general boliof that the district 
is malarious; but there is no evidence to suppose that malarial 
fever has cousiderably increased in any part in recent times, noris 
there evidence to support the fact that there has been in reoont 
times any decreaso of population or failure to cultivate land on 
this account. ‘The specially unhealthy areas particularly named 
by the local officers consist of villages sonttored throughout the 
district, and the statomont does not permit of vexifioation without 
detailed enquiry. Local opinion was particularly emphatio rogant- 
ing the unhealthinoss of Satkhira, and tho decroaso of population 
betwean 1801 and 1901 is some corroborative evidence, but the 
figures soaroely support the statement made to us that malaria is 
*sampant” throughout the subdivision, and we aro inclined to 
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think that the bad reputation of the subdivisional headquarters is 
partly due to the fact that it is more conspiouous than other 


villages. 

“The only detailed local enquiry of recent times touching 
tho Khulo& district is that of Osptain Sinha, race, Deputy 
Sanitary Commissioner, made in March 1895 in tho Kaltrot 
thina, where an average sploen rato of 37-4 was found, about 
half the oases examined being adult and half children. So far 
as wo can judge, there is no special reason for supposing tho 
main proportion of fever in Khulna to be other than malarial, 
and wo submit, the following conclusions regarding tho dis- 
trict, (a) It is not conspicuously unhealthy in any part; (2) 
malaria is provalont, but not especially 80; (¢) the most malarious 
thiinas are Kalaros, Mollahat, Maguri and perhaps Satkhira; and 
(@) tho least malarious aro Kaliganj, Paikgiché, Astsuni and 
Rimpal.” 

As rogards tho typos of fever provalent it is reported they are 
mostly malarial intermittent and remittent, ‘Tho types of inter- 
mittent fever are generally quotidian, sometimes tortian, and 
ootsionally quartan, In cases of romittont fover thore is often 
constipation, and sometimes diarrhcoa, nausea and bilious vomit- 
ing. Bronchitis is also often prosont, and in sovoro casos 
janndieg ond delirium may occur. ‘Tho fovor porsists for a 
‘Wook to two wooks, sometimes longer, and thon it gradually 
passes off, unloss thore aro othor complications,’ eithor of the 
brain or, a8 often happons, of tho lungs, or of tho bowels— 
whon tho pationt dies of coma or heart failure or of exhaustion 
from dinrrhoa or dysentery. ‘The soquolm of malarial fovors 
‘re tho samo hore as in other districts. ‘Thero is enlargement of 
the spleon,, which is often of an abnormal size, enlargement of the 
liver, jaundice, sometimes cirrhosis of the liver and hemorrhage 
from the stomach and bowels, malarial cachexia and canorum ori, 
dyspepsis, diarrhea and dysentery—which last is very common, 
Anemia and dropsy ooour early in tho oourse of the disease, 

‘Tho dampness of the country, withlow-lying badly-drainod. 
villages and abundant vegetation all round thom, is the chief 
factor in tho causation of the disoaso, The villages are built 
near river banks, and as the banks are gradually being silted up 
and raised, natural drainage is stopped, and the coantry thus 
aproads ont into Iarge marshy tracts, ‘The houses, moreover, sro 
surrounded by pit and hollows used as cess-pits; dirty tanks 
overgrown with weeds are numerous; and the being 
imbedded int jungle, are shut out from ventilation and sunlight. 
Staguant water, with decomposing vegetation, abounds; and 
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there is, therefore, a large area available for the breeding places of 
the anopheles mosquito, and consequently for tho spread of the 
disonse. 

‘Next to fever the greatest mortality is cansod by choler®, cholera 
which is endomio in tho district and sometimes brake out in a 
jevero epidemic form. ‘Chis disoase has almost invariably a 
charactoriatio rise and fall. ‘The season of its’ prevalence begins 
in October, and continues wntil the rains have well set in, Tt is 
at its maximum in Docomber, and at its miniaum when tho 
‘countsy is move or loss under water, and the ground snturabed with 
moisture, 

‘Diarrhea ond dysentery generally prevail when the river otter 
water, which is langely drunk, beoomes brackish, Small-pox has daw 
almost disappeared, very fow deaths being caused by it from frat 
year to your, Infirmities, such as insanity, doaf-mutism, leprosy 
and blindness, are comparatively rare. According to the census 
of 1901 only 44 males and 88 females per 100,000 are insane, 
and 62 males and 43 females per 100,000 are denf-mutes, 

‘As rogards tho differmce betwen the sexes, the usual causes of 
insanity, vis. progress of civilization, its consequent wear and. tear 
of nerve tissues, consanguineous marriages, and general ill-health, 
affoct mon and women, in a rural district like Khulnf, to an. almost 
equal dogres. ‘The only causo which affects men in a greater 
degree than women, viz, the use of drugs and spirits, does not 
operate to any large extent in this district, where the mon are 
extromely temperato and abstomious. ‘They cortninly smoke 
anja, though not in excessive quantities ; and this faot may cause 
tho’ small. difference between the numbers of male and female 
inganes, In tho onso of deaf-mutes the difference may be duo 
to the concoalment of tho océmyenco of the infirmity among 
fomales at tho time of the consus. Itis truo that it is vory 
difficult to concen! the fact that a girl is u deaf-mute from an enn- 
smerator, when sho is less than 9 years of age, but as soon as she 
grows older and is married, or otherwise secluded, concealmont 
‘becomes casy, 

Only. 8 per 100,000 males and 87 per 100,000 fomales aro 
blind, and thore can-be no doubt that the district is singularly 
free from the conditions whioh are injurious to eyesight, Glare 
and heat, huts filled with footid and pungent smoke, and the 
attacks of small-pox, which ore the inducing causes of so much 
Blindness elsewhere, are almost entirely absent; and the vivid 
green of tho londscape and the cool breezes which blow almost 


throughout the your aro extromely soothing to, and good for, 
the sight, 
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Lepers aro rorer than in most Bengal distriots, only 12 
per 100,000 mates and 5 por 100,000 femeles being returned 
fas lepers in 1601. Leprosy is not endomio in this district, 
and the mejority of its viotims are to be found among the 
Bunis, who have como to tho district from West Buntwin 
‘and Baokurd, where tho diseaso ie unusually prevalent. ‘Tho 
populer theory ourrent in this district about loprosy is that 
it is caused by onting bof, and also by over indulgonos in artiolos 
of food which havo'a heating offect. ‘There is, howover, no ovi- 
denoe, even of a plausible character, to support the theory. Boof is 
searesly over eaten in this district even by Muhammndans, and 
“artioles of food which have a heating effect” is too vaguo and 
general a desoription for any conclusion tobe bosed on the sup- 
posed effects of their consumption, It may be added that the 
people live principally on rico and fish, but most of tho fish 
that they consume is fresh and wholesome, and not roiten 
or imperfectly cured. On tho whole, however whatever, may 
be the canse, there con be little doubt: that the people of 
this district enjoy comparative immunity from ths dreadful 
disease. 

‘Vaccination is compulsory within tho limits of the munici- 
palitios of Khulné, Satkhiri and Dobhtts, where paid vacoinators 
‘are employed. In tho rural aroas, whero vacoination is voluntary, 
the operations are performed by licensed vaccinators employed 
from September to March, who charge 2 annas for each suopess- 
fulcase, ‘Thore is no particular prejudice against vaccination, 
but it appears to bo less popular than in other districts of tho 
Division, the ratio of persons sucsessfully vaccinated boing 20°82 
per mille in 1906-07 and 30°13 por mille in the previous 6 yeurs, 
as compared with 3516 and 9256 por mille respectively for 
the whole Division, 

‘There are three public charitable dispousarios with acoommo- 
dation for indoor patients, viz, at Khulng, Baghorhat and Sétkhira, 
and 16 dispensaries which afford relief to outepationts only, 
vin,, at Daulatpur (oponed in 1866), Kalaros (1896), Tals (1896) 
Known as tho Diamond Jubilee dispensary, Kaligonj(1897) known 
as the Vincent dispensary after the thon Collector, Mollahat 
(1808), Ohkndkhali (1899), Nawapara (1900), Damris (1904) 
Known as the Satish Chandra Mukherji disponsary aftor a former 
Collector, Rampil (1906), Dakupi (1906) known as the Iswar 
Chandra dispensary, Sibbati (1906), Paikgicha (1907), Debhate 
(1907), Senhati (1907), ond Ohor Baniari (1907), A’ fow yours 
ago the District Board also started a “ Ponting Dispensary ” 
to give immediate medical aid in cases of epidemio disoago in the 
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distant intérior of this river district, but apparently it failed to 
‘effect much good snd was eventually closed. 

‘Tho dispensary at the headquarters station of Kulak was 
founded in 1864 and is called the Woodburn Hospital after tho 
Inte Lioutonant-Governor of Bongal, Sir John Woodburn, .0.8.., 
‘whoso visit in 1898 guvo an impetus to the institution, Te 
has 17 beds for mon and 7 bods for women, besides ono bed in 
‘Mrs. Collin’s Zaniina Cottage Word reoontly opened, and it is 
maintained by a grant from the local nmnicipality and by othor 
funds, Who dispensary at Satkhiri has 8 beds for men and 7 beds 
for women and is supported by the municipality the. ‘Tho 
District Board maintains the Bagherhat dispensary, which has 10 
ods for mou and 2 beds for women, ‘Tho Daulatpor dispensary 
is mainly supported by tho Saiyadpur ‘Trust estate and is in chargo 
of a Civil Hospital Assistant, who is paid by Government, ‘Tho 
reat, oro maintained by the District Bord md aro in ohargo 
of Looal native doctors having the qualifications of Hospital 
Aasiatants, 

Borides tho above, which ore publio dispensaries, thore aro 
threo private dispensaries at Morrellganj, Banagrim and Nokipnr, 
which aro maintained by tho zamindiirs of thove places, ‘The 
Aisponsary at Morrellgenj is maintained by Mohirtj .Kumér 
Rishi Kesh Law, that at Banogrim, which js called the Bindu 
Bishini dispensary, by Srimati Kamal Kumiri Chaudhurini, and 
that ab Nokipur by Rai Hari Charan Chaudhuri Bahtdur, 

















OHAPTER V. 
FORESTS. 

Gexmux Taz forests reserved by Government in Khnlog extend over 
=PESORIE- 9.981 square miles, but of this area water channels account for 
more then 500 squaro miles. They are situated in the tract 
known as the Sundarbans between the southern limit of cultivation 
and the Bay of Bengel, and ocoupy numerous islands of varying 
sizes formed by the network of chaonels connecting the larger 
rivers and estuaries. ‘Tho latter are subject to tidal influence, and 
the islands are inundated by salt water daring high spring 
tides, except in the east, where tho water of the Baloswar and 
other rivers is fresh during the rainy season owing to the large 

: ‘volume poured into them from the Ganges. 
‘The forests are bounded on the north by the oultivated lands 
of the district, on the east by the Bholé and Baleswar rivers, on the 
2 south by the Bay of Bengel, and on the west by the Raimangal 
‘ estuary and Jamunk river. ‘The whole of the northern portion of 
this area is covered with forests composed of sundrt (Zeritiera 
% minor), which deteriorate gradually towards the west and south, 
as the water of the rivers becomes more and more salino. ‘Thero 
the predominating species is gardn (eriops candolicana), and 
te snwidr’ is less frequent and of inferior quality. The other principal 
: species of most general distribution are :—among Moliaceae, passur 
sand: dhundul or gamur (Qarapa moluccensis), and amir (Amora 
oucullata); among Leguminosae, karaxj (Pongamia glabra) and 
shingor (Oysometra ramiflora); among Rhzophorae, kankra 
(Bruguiera gymnorhisa) ; among Lythraceae, keord (Sonneratia 
apetala) and ord (8, acida) ; among Verbouaceac, bden (Atvconiiia 
eficinalis) ; and among Euphorbiaceae, gews (Recoscaria - Agal- 
leeks). By far the most valuable species is sundri, which is groga- 
vious and ooours either pure or with an insignificant admixture of 
jnferior trees, wherever conditions are suitable for its development. 
Tis southern lintit os a tree of any size may be said to be the 








‘This chapter has boen prepared mainly from a note cantribated by Sir Hl. A. 
‘Tenia Beaty ere st Poe, ema Sa erg of the Sondarbans 
on. 
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sea at Tiger Point, and thenoo a line running in a noxth-westerly 
direction to the junotion’of the Kalindi and Raimangal rivers. 

‘Tho most important minor products besides honoy and wax 
aro:—among Palme, hantal (Phoenie paludose), golpala (ipa 
Jruticans), which is a usoful thatching matorial, s@nohibet 
(0. otang), and golabat (0, Longipes) ; and among Gramineae, nat 
(A. Karka), which is sed for matting. 

‘Who first attempt to roalizo any royenno from tho foreste I 
apponrs to haye boon mado in 1866, when Grovornment leased out 
tho right to lovy dues on forest’ produos to the Port Oonning 
Company at a yonrly rental of Ts, 8,000, ‘ho Tonso was, how- 
over, resumed by Govommont in 1869, as it was found that 
tho monopoly thus ostablished rosulted in considerable opprossion 
and was oontrary to tho interests of the genoral publi, Further 
efforts wore mado to bring the forost undor management in 1872, 
when thoy wro oxamined by Mr. Home, Deputy Conservator of 
Foroats ; and Dr, Schliob, then Conservator of Forests in Bengal, 
camo to tho conclusion that they wore inoxhaustiblo and that 
nothing more than purely fieoal measures was required, 

In 1874 the Lioutenant-Govenor, Sir Richard ‘Tomple, 
Aeoied upon o moro vigorous policy. Revised rules for tho salo 
of wasto lands had been issuod -in Fobruary of that year, but a 
quostion soon arose regarding loagos of lauds in tho Sundarbans, 
as tho sale rulos wero found to bo inoperative, tho terms of 
sale being such as to provent purchasers from coming forward, 
Sir Richard Temple, having personally visitod the Sundarbans 
and‘ examined the physical character and natural produote of 
this tract, considered its relation to tho surrounding districta,ond 
to the country af lange. Ho found bimsolf unable to aocept the 
view that it necessarily was, or should bo, a publio object to got 
the wholo of the Sundaxbans gradually reclaimed amd brought 
under cultivation. In his opinion, the. publio interest might be 
supposed to lio in the very opposite direction as regards » very 
large part of thia tract. Tho Suindarbans”, he wroto, “ indude 
not only a mass of sundri troos of comparatively higher growth, 
but also masses of trees and. shrubs of lower growth. ‘The former 
are used for carpentry and timber work; the latter for fuel. ‘The 
area of both is very considerable, ‘Tho relation of tho traot to the 
surrounding distriots also is not to be lost eight of. ‘The sundrt 
forests supply ‘wood for bont-building to the @4-Pargenas, to 
Tessore, to Backergunge, to Notkhali, and to other districts, and 
algo furnish wood for many purposes of domestic architeoture.”” 

At this time an experiment was being tried for employing 
sundrs timber in the manufacturé of railway sleepers, while  otlior 
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trees supplied flrewood and fuol fo Caloutta and to many other 
towns, the needs of which could hardly be supplied otherwise than 
by the Sundarbans, ‘I'hus, tho country at largo had the strongest 
interest in the Sundaxbans being prosorved as a sourvo of timber, 
wood, and fuel for the use of southern Bongal, so that wholesale 
reolamation was not wanted thero, It was felt that in some 
ports of this tract the substitution of rics-felds or jungle might 
‘bo desirablo; but in most parts the ground alrendy bore produce 
which was moro valuable to Bengal than rive, Sir Richard 
‘Templo accordingly wished to restriot reclamation until it could 
‘be established by adequate enquiry whether the Sundarbans could 
moot theso wants and still afford room for reclamation. Tt was 
“admitted that in every tract some portions must be cloared, in 
order to render the remaindor accessible to man and available for 
his use; and in his opinion, whatever reclamation might bo 
permitted or encouraged in the Sundarbans should be arranged 
solely with this view. 

Already much of the Sundarbans had been reclaimed, and 
Sir Richard Templo thought that the time had come when the 
position should be reoonsiderod. Complaints were made to him in 
the Backergunge district that sundri logs of the best quality were 
more rarely seen in the market than formerly, There was not 
sufficient security against the best kind of eundri troes being out 
down in the same reokless and wasteful mannor as that whioh was 
known to have prevailed in many parts of India before tho 
institution of the forest system. Holding these views, thoroforo, 
hho considered that tho publio interests roquired that no new 
negotiations of any kind should be opened for disposing of 
anoftimed land in the Sundarbans till it was decided by what 
rules Government could best maintain the prinoiple that reolama- 
tion must be subordinato to forest conservation. For this purpose 
8 local investigation by a properly qualified officor was necessary, 
and tho Conservator of Frost (Dz. Sohlich) was aovordingly 
deputed to proceed to the spot and make enguiries.* As tho 
osult of his investigations, Dr, Schlich camo to the oondusion 
that the forests wore being overworked and that steps should be 
taken to prevent tho exhaustion of the eundrproduoing trots, 

‘Tho Sundarbans Forest Division was aooordingly constituted 
in 1874-75, 886 square miles being notified os reserved in that 
yar, while 314equaro miles wore added in 1875-76, thus making 
‘a total area of 1,199 square miles, It was Inid down that in tho 
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Bagherhat forests, which lio to tho east of the Passur river, né 
aundri tree of less than 8 feet 9 inches in girth at a height of 44 
feot from the ground might be out, but no other restriction was 
imposed on the removal of any kind of produce, ‘The oolleotion 
of dues on all forest produce exported was initiated, and the 
establishment of revenue stations commenced, the rates in foroe 
being very liberal, one anna permaund being charged for aundrs, 
pussur and amar timber, aod half on anna per maund for gaan 
timbor and sundrt fuel, ‘The systom of management continued 
‘on these lines till the forests wore visited by Mr. Dansy, Consor- 
vator of Forests, in 1891, whon it beoame clear that the sundrt 
forests were boing rapidly destroyed by oxoessive felling, and that 
the restriction placed on the outting of sundit in the Bagherhat 
forests had been ignored. 

‘Tt was thon decided to restrict the felling of sundri to yearly 
coupes, of which each should contain one-tenth of the area of 
tho real sundri-bearing tracta, viz., the forests of the Bagherhat 
and Khulna subdivisions ; and in view of tho extensive destruction 
‘of aundrs timber which had gone on, the minimum felling girth 
had to bo reduoed to 8 foet. A working plan on the above lines 
was drawn up in 1893 for 10 years; but owing to the inadequacy 
of the stati, the working of the plan became a dead leltér, and 
hefore the oyole’of 10 years had elapsed, fellings of undersized 
troes were being carried out all over tho aroa. Besides this, 
damage, to an oxtent that defies desoription, was resulting from 
the felling of aundrt fuel and poles in the forests named above 
under permits issued for the forests lying further west, 

On the expiry of this plan in 1903, a now system of majiogo~ 
ment was initiated, by which the annual fellings were confited to 
cno-forith of tho Bighorhit and TKhulns forest area and. wore 
properly supervised, while no permite for sundri were issued for 
the semainder of the forests. ‘The remult was an enormously: 
decreased supply and a sharp fall in revenue aocompanied by a rise 
in the market value of sundrs. Working is still proceeding on 
similar lines, ond the introduotion of the system of monopoly sales 
eseribed below has resulted in a healthy competition, which it ie 
hoped will restore the revenue to something like its former propor 
tions. ‘Tho rates at prosent in foroe aro :—9 pies per maund for 
aundri fuel, amar and gardn poles, 6 pies per maund for poles of 
other species and*garan fuel, 8 pies por maund, for fuel of other 
species and minor produoe, Rs, 4 per maund for wax and Re, 1-8 
for honey. 
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Rovenuo stations have boon established at all the prinofpal points 
cof ogress from the Sundarbans, and purchasers prooced to the 
forests and {ako their requirements from any locality they choose, 
‘on payment of tho presoribod royaltios por maund of bot 
measursmant, Tho lattor aro extremoly low, as comparod with the 
actual valuo of tho produon, and rightly so when the difficulties 
attendant on work in a tidal forest aro considered, Purcbfasors 
are, however, bound by Jaw to rolum with their permits to a 
rovenuo station where their boat-loads are examined and chooked, 
‘Pho only exooption to the above rule is found in the procedure 
adopted for disposing of tho annual allotment of sunt timber 
and fuol, which is rogulated by a syatematio working plan. ‘Tho 
oxport of swndrt is only pormitted from a oortain dofinite area 
ovory your, and undor cortain conditions of suporvision and 
control, Svndri fuol is supplied from thionings in the younger 
polo forost, while the exploitation of the available sundrt timbor 
in tho coupo of tho year is now provided for by improvement 
‘in which tho largo quantity of defective and damaged 
troos (to remove which vo provision had beon mado in former 
yours) is being utilizod, All trees aro soloctod and markod for 
felling undor trainod supervision and sold at oompotitivo rates 
under what is known as the monopoly system. 

‘Pho aim of this system is to fix automatically the actual 
value of any produce sold, and its working is ns follows, For a 
division or area unit, royalty rates aro fixed for the prodiuoo to bo 
sold, based on what is likely to bo roooived for similar produce if 
oxtractod from moro innooossiblo areas, ‘Then, tho produce or 
roa td bo sold is divided into lots, and the monopoly or solo 
privilago of working ench lot is sola by auction, the monopoly 
rico bid boing over and above tho royalty rates to bo paid after- 
wards, In other words, the contractor pays tho prico he bids for 
the monopoly, plus tho royalty ratos on tho actual quantity of 
timber, oto., removed. A. consequence of this mothod is that the 
contractors by bidding ono against tho other naturally fix tho 
proper market valuo of tho product, and the owner, ic, the Stato, 
receives a higher valuo for tho trees nearer the market than for 
those further away, ‘Furthor, detailed arrengemonta aro made for 
the control of forest produce in transit, in order that the royalty 
rates may bo levied on all that is removed; and before troos ean 
be sold, they have to be marked, thoreby enforoing an important 
sylvioaltural principle and chook, 

Te ls sorely neosmary to enlsrgo on the future beet dhat 
will goorue to the forests under this system. Ono immediate 
result has been to curtail the supply considerably, and another has 
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been to throw the bulk of the trade in the valuable sundri timber 
into the hands of Backerguoge mahayans, who invariably outbid 
‘other competitors at the auctions, : 

Tt may be noted that, in addition to the revenue stalions men- 
tioned above, there are also somo 10 patrol boats in chargo of 
foresters, which patrol near the boundary between the various 
stations, in ordor to chook illicit removals, which tho looal villagers 
cannot abstain from attempting from timo to time, Such patrol 
work is enpplomentod by tho tours undertaken by the Gazatted 
Officers of the Division, who inspect the work of both the station 
‘and patrol officers, and also do a considerable amount of patrolling 
in the more inaccessible parts of tho forests. . 

‘The following table gives the saliont statistios of the working 
of the forests during the 10 years 1895-96 to 1904-05 and also 



























during 1906-07, 
; Minor Txpond 
cubic fect [oubic tow] me. | me. | me | me 
Total. | 874608,617 |99,902,008] 658,074 | 45,04,202 | 822,500 | 80,01,202| 
Average, | '8760,861 | 8,090,200) 05,807 | “seqaio | 81,200 2,60;120| 
agoecbr "| s21d.1s0 | o{1s6288| 99,017 | 8,21,181| ,02,600] 3,38,551 


‘The Sundarbans forests supply year after year immense quanti stauxsam 
ties of forest produoo to Khulnd and the adjoining districts, 
especially the 24-Parganas, Jossoro and Backergunge, Endless 
numbers of boats proceed throughout the year to the forests and 
return laden with timbor, firewood, thatching materials, ets,, to 
supply which there is scarcely any other sourco available, ‘There 
are, it is true, 1,758 squaro miles of protected forests in the western 
part of the Sundarbans situated in tho 24-Pargonas distriot, but 
owing to its saline character this tract does not produce a largo 
quantity of the best timber and {uel trees, ‘Ther is also a privato 
estate in the Satkhird subdivision, which partly supplies tho 
wants of the neighbouring inhabitmnts, and dlongside the forests 
ie the lands disforested from time to time and leased for cul- 
tivation, which in somo casos still contain forest. With those 
exceptions, the forests have to mect the demand for forest produce 
throughout the Khulné and Jessore distriots, and in a lessar degree 
that ofthe Backergungo district, Caloutta is also a markot for 
goipata, fuel and gardn posts, and in addition to these products, 
aundrt timber goes to Dumria in the Khulna district, to many 
places in the Backergunge district, to Tolihati in the Paridpur 
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district, and to Jersore, As bamboos do not grow well near the 
Sundarbans aron, and nearly all available land is devoted to the 
cultivation of rice, there is a steady loool demand for materials 
required for hcuse-building and agrioultural implements, while 
the dried fish industry ulso absorbs a quantity of firewood. Sundrt 
timber for boat-building is in great demand throughout the 
noighbouring districts; but latterly, owing to the curtailment of 
‘tho supply, it is giving place to toak and, in a lostor degree, to al 
timber. “It is belivved that oomparalively few boats are now built 
of sundrt in tho Khulnf district, the bulk of the material available 
being bought up by woalthy mutdjans of Backergunge, who in 
addition to purchasing for their own requirements, oxport. this 
timber to Dacoa and othor distriots to the north, 
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OHAPTER VI. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Guenaxuy.spenking, agriculture is carried on sucosssfully in rvsnan 
the settled tract to the north, but conditions are unfavourable 20¥0%- 
to it in the south-western portion of this tract, viz., in parts of 
thima ‘Paikgicht in the Khulna subdivision, ond in thinas 
Astsuni, Kiliganj and the southern portion of thins Satkhira 

. in tho Sétkhira subdivision. Elsewhere, the land is fertile and 
ia renovated poriodically by inundations of sweet water, which 
wash away salt and leave fresh silt deposits. 

In the northern portion of the Satkhira subdivision, where the 
country is comparatively high, the crops are not exposed to salt 
water inundations ; but in other parts of the cultivated area they 
are liable to fail, as the salt water coming up from th sea through 
the channels in the Sundarbans is not always washed away by 
timely rainfall. In foot, in a yoar of abnormally short rainfall, 
tho river water xomains moro or loss salt, even during the 
monsoon season, with most projudicial resulis to the winter rice, 
the staple crop of the distriot. ‘Two things are essential for the 
successful cultivation of this orop—dams and embankments of 
adoquato strength, and wafficont rainfall to swooton tho rivers 
at the end of June eo that their water may bo used for irrigation. 
Unfortunately, in some trots, whore embankments aro most 
necessary, many of the samindirs aro absentess and some are 
indifforont to the wolfaro of the tenants; the subordinate tenure~ 
holders are smell men and impoverished ; and the cultivators 

ie themselves are. improvident. Umbankments have consequently 
been permitted to fall into disrepair, thus allowing salt water to. 
percolate into tho fields to the gradual deterioration of the soil. 

For practioal purposes, the lands of tho district may be tracts’ of 
divided into four main classes :—(1) the high lands to the north fertility. 
lying along the banks of the rivers, (2) the northern low lands 
situated in the interior away from the banks of these rivers, 

(8) the lands adjoining the Sundarbans, which have been 
reclaimed within comparatively recent times, and (4) the un- 
reclaimed Sundarbans, , 
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‘The riparian tract first mentioned contains old settled villages, 
gardens and pasture land. ‘The main products are areca-nut, 
coconut, betel leaves, bamboos, mangoes, plantains, tamarind, 
turmeric, dato juico and thatching straw; of theso products the 
most valuable are arcca-nut and coconut, from which the 
villagers dorive a groat part of their income. Vegetables are 
also grown in this tract, which is practically tho only one in 
which market gardening is feasible. 

The northern low lands situated in depressions botween the 
rivers contain extensive areas of bi! lands, a flat tracts on 
which hardly a single troo can be seon, ‘Theso Iands aro 
mainly cultivated with rioo and are also suitable for jute and 
oil-seods, Those Jils which are connected with the rivers by 
means of efliciont channels contain tho best land for many 
variotios of coarse paddy and jute, for the crocks bring down rich 
river silt and also drain away tho water, but in many casos. the 
surronnding rivers havo had their banks raised by the deposit of 
alt, the Wale havo coased to be propor drainage channels, and 
tho’ bits havo beoome useless swamps. Where there is no proper 
rainago, tho cultivators aro obliged to wait till tho flolds dry 
up, and, ino yoor when tho rains are early and oopious, 
much lands romain under water for a very long timo and are 
unfit for dry cultivation. Another diffioully in tho woy of 
smocessful cultivation of amen xioo in theso traots is that many 
of tho rivers have bocomo brackish, and in a year of heavy 
rainfall they ovorflow their banks, break through tho dams 
noross the X/als or tho ombankments round the ficlds, and 
submerge and destroy the sgedlings. 

‘The third tract is intersected by innumerable rivors, and 
hala, tho water of which is aalt fora great part of the your, 
Many of tho khd/s aro therefore dammed up during the summer 
months, and all communication with the larger rivers. is out off, 
in order to prevent the salt water getting to tho flelds, which 
have also to bo protected by small embankments callod dheris, 
The dams ere opened out during the cold weather, when the 
crops are gathered in and the rise of the water is loss. In this 
tract oultivation is sproading to the south, and land is being 
gradually reclaimed from the Sundurbans and also protected by 
Bheris, Tho result is that at the timo of flood tide, salt water from 
the s09; which used to inundato lands covered with jungle, now 
comes higher up, and mixes with the-water of the rivers and 
tals, which but for such admixture might remain fresh for a 
‘great part of the your. Aman rice is the chiof staple product 
of this ares, aus and Soro rice and jute being grown only on 
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high lands, while othor crops are cultivated in such small 
quantities as not to require any partioular notioe, 
Further to the south lio the Sundarbons, in which reclama- soxpax- 
tion is now in progres. ‘Tho following aooount of the method 24Xt = 
of reolamation, and the difficulties attending it, is quoted with oy. 
some condensation froin Sir James Westland’s Report:—‘ ‘Tho 
dearing of Sundarban forest is a most arduous undertaking. 
Tho trees intertwine with onch othor to such on oxtont, that 
each supports and upholds tho others. Some of the trees, too, 
aro of immense size, one sort, the Jin troo, spronding and sending 

+ down new stems, till it covers perhaps an acro of ground, ‘Trees 
ike theso cannot be cut down and removed in bulk; they must 
bo taken picoomecl, and the tres must be out up into little piceos. 
But the frees are not the only difficulty, for there is a low and 
almost impenetrable brushwood, which covers tho whole surface, 
‘his has simply to be hackod away hit by bit by any one whe 
attempts to penetrate into tho forest. And there is no small 
danger from Wild beasts while all this is going on. ‘Tigers are 
not unfrequent, and occasionally break out upon the defencsless 
forest-clonrers, if tho latter approach their lair too closely. 
Sometimes a tigor tukos postession of a tract of land, and commits 
such fearful havoc, that he is left at peace in his domain. ‘The 
depredations of some unusually fieroo tiger, or of more than one 
such tiger, have often caused tho retirement of somo advanced 
colony of clearers, who have, through their fear, boen compolled 
to abandon lend, which only the labour of years has reclaimed 
from jungle, 

“Supposing, however, that the Sundarban oultivator has got 
over theso obstacles, and tho equally formidable, although less 
prominent, difficulties entailed by a residence far from the haunts 
‘of men, his dangers are not yot past, Unless the greatest ore 
js takon of the land so cleared, it will spring back into jungle . 

\d become as bed asever. So great is tho evil fertility of the 
soil, that reclaimed lond neglected for a single year will present 
to the noxt year’s cultivator « forest. of reeds (nal). He may out 
it and born it down, butit will spring up again almost ‘as thick 
‘as ever end it takes about three eradications to expel this reed 
when’ ones it has grown, Tho soil, too, must be cultivated 
for ton or twolve years beforé: it loses this tendency to cover 
itself with reed-jungle. When a sufficient number of people are 
gathered on a new clearing, they tend, of oourso, to form a sottle- 
_ ment, and to romain permanently where they are. But the 
furthest advonced parts of the cultivation, ond some also of those 
which are not new or remote from old lands, are carried on upon 
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a difforent principle. A large number of husbandmen, who live 
and cultivate lands in the regularly settled districts to the north, 
have alsolands in the Sundarbans, which they hold under different 
landlords, 

Sewosot ‘The cultivating sonsons in the Sundarbans are later than 
gute thoso furthor north, and the plan which is followed by these 
* double cultivators is as follows:—'Tho months of Ohaitra, Baisikh 
and Jaistha, corresponding roughly to the Wnglish months of 
April, May and June, aro spent in cultivation at home, ‘The 
husbandmnan then, having propared his home cultivation, embarks 
With his ploughs, oxen, and food, and proceeds to his abad or 
Sundarban clearing, July, August and Soptembor are spent in 
ploughing and sowing and preparing tho crops there, the poasant 
building a little shed as a dwelling for himsolf. ‘The wator gots 
high in August and September, but this is little impediment to 
cultivation. A. considerable portion of the land under. rice is 
situated below bigh water mark; but the planting is easy, for 
ice sown on higher lands is transplanted into these low lands 
when itis strong enough to bear the waters. After having sown 
and troneplanted his Sundarban crop, tho husbandman returns 
+ home, and these outposts of civilization are absolutely abandoned, 
—large extents of cultivated rioo-fiolds without a trace of human 
habitation. By the middlo of Deosmber, the home-oultivated 
ioe has been out and stored, and the ponsant then returns to the 
Sundasbans, and reaps the orop on his clearing there. At this 
time of the year (January and February), reapers or davoals 
crowd to the Sundarbans, and are extensively employed for the 
harvesting, When tho rico is out and prepared for sale, the 
Jeprie or doolers come round and buy it up, and the zamindsr 
‘also sends his agents round to collect tho rents from the oulti- 
yators, ‘The possant having sold bis grain, pays his rent, and 

© © Brings the balance of his money back with him to his homo, 
«While a groat deal of cultivefion in the more remote parts of 
the Sundarbans follows this method, in the nearer tracts there 
fare largo settlements of husbandmen who dwell permanently 
near the land they have under cultivation, But it must bo 
Fomombered that these tracis are after all sparsely inhabited ond 
that many of the cultivators who dwell in them, besides having a 
holding near their own houses, have also another, eight or ten 
miles away, which they visit only occasionally when they have 
Work to do, ‘The great fertility of the land renders it easy for a 
husbandman, to keep largo areas under cultivation ; and thus, 
what with resident large oultivating husbandmon avd non-resident 
Jusbandmen, the population in the Sundarban tracts is not at 
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all equal to what the omount of land under cultivation would 
lead one to expect. 

Another foaturo in the reclamation and ouitivation of these 
Sundarban lands is the embankmont- of water inlots, It is a 
charactoristio of deltaic formations that the banks of tho rivers 
aro higher than the lands further removed from them; and 
the whole of tho Sundarbans may bo looked on ns an aggroga~ 
tion of basins, where tho higher level of tho sides provonts the 
water coming in to overflow the intorior. Many of those basins 
aro no formed, thet, left to themselves, they would romain under 
flood, as they oommunionto with the surrounding obennels by 
means of Aids, or small water-courses, which penetrate the bank 5 
and a .groat part of reclamation Work consists in keeping out the 
wator, and thus bringing under cultivation the marsh lend inside. 
‘Phi method of reclamation of low lands applies both to the 
Sundarbans proper and also to a remarkable line of depression 
which runs noross tho district immediately north of Khulna, 
Part of theso low lands has been, and part remains to be, drained 
and reclaimed by the method reforred to, 

“Tn employing this mothod, all the inlets from the channels 
surrounding are embanked, and emaller channels called poyans 
are opened round their onds. ‘Tho inlots themselves are too 
big to be kept under control, but those poyane oan casily be 
so kept. This ombanking is usually done in November, after tho 
rivers have gone down, When the tide is low, the channels are 
opened, and the water from the inside drains off; when it is high, 
the channels aro closed, Much land can bo rendered culturable 
by this moons, which would othorwiso be marsh, But here also 
f single yonr's neglect may take nway at one stroke all that has 
boon gained by many yonr# labour. ‘Tho effeot of the mains and 
tho froshots of each yoar is to partially destroy all’ the ombanke 
monts that woro used the proyious your, and to flood the lands, 
Tho rioo that has boon sown" has, ‘howover, attained sufficient 
hardihood to remain uninjured; and when the waters again go 
down, the harvest may be reaped. But unless tho embankments 
are again yenowed in November, the floods will not haye coasod 
to cover the low lands by sowing timo, the land will remain 
unsown, and jungle and marshy reed will take the plaoo of tho 

nay. 

Penk muficiont and woll dstibuted rainfall is esontal for tho 
growth of the rico crop, tho staple product of Khulna, Tho soil 
in many parts is more or less impregnated with salt; and before 
seedlings can be grown and transplantation effected, the salt must 
be washed out, Consequently any deficiency of rainfall. at these 
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oritical periods reduces tho area undor cultivation, At the samo 
time, amplo rain is required to keop the water of the rivers and 
hale sweet, especially us the silting up of the rivers at their heads 
hhas caused them to remain salt for a much longer period than 
formerly. 

As regards the quantity of rain required at diforent periods, 
heavy downpours in tho month of Baisikh (April-May) seriously 
interfere with tho growth of the soodlings of boro did or 
Drondonst paddy. Moderato showors, howover, aro benofloial, 
and at the sumo timo they facilitate the sowing of winter rico. 
in nurzorios, ‘Tho month of Jaistha (May-Juno) should be dry, 
in order that the svedlings of the broadeast paddy may dovelop 
proporly, but a slight fall is uot looked upon as harmful, ‘Tho 
fall must bo copious in the months of Asirh (June-July) to 
‘allow transplanted paddy to bo sown in tho nuzsories and to 
wash away the salt, deposits in plaoos subjoct to sult wator 
inundations. Hoavy’ rain is also required in the month of Sraban 
(July-August) for the development of the paddy soodlings in 
tho nurseries, but it should como at intervals to ennblo weoding 
and transplantation to be carried on sucessfully, Absence "ot 
good rain in tho months of Bhidra (August-Septomber) aud 
Aswin (Septomber-Ootobor) is moxt injurious, as tho paddy 
plants, doprived of moisture, wither just whon they aro coming 
fo maturity, Moderate showors only aro roquived in tho month 
of Kérttik (OotobersNovembor), when they do good both to 
tho winter xioo and the ruli crops; on exoossivo fall, how 
over, is injurious to both, Rain in the month of Agrahtyan 
(November-Dooomber) soriously interferes with tho roaping of 
the paddy, and at the same timo onuses grout damago to 
tho pulse orops, which are then floworing. Showors in tho 
month of Migh (Decombor-January) aro hailed by tho oulti- 
yators with joy, for thoy. enablo the land to be ploughed easily 
and exposod to-air and sunshine. ‘The months of Phalgan 
(anuory-February) and Ohaitra (February-March) should bo 
rainlees, 80 a8 to allow tho fields to be benefitted by the hoat 
of tho sun, and to pormit of paddy cultivation in tho jobe 
lands, which othorwiso lie fallow in those months. 

‘Tho soils of the distriot may be broudly dividod into 4 classes, 
vin, (1) dudahiya, (2) matial, (8) rocont alluvion, and (4) ole, 
Duéshiya is a sandy lonm found chiefly on tho banks of rivers and 
Haale and in the higher ground in the Sitkhird subdivision ; it 
ia especially suitable for fruit trees, pan plantations, and the 
cultivation of pulses and oil-seeds. Métia/ is a clayey soil mainly 
sed for rice crops, ‘The recent alluvial soil, formed by the silt 



































brought down by the rivers, is composod of eand or of sandy loam 
Ttis either a char thrown in the midst of a navigable river or an 
tooretion to the main land. Jole is soil formed of decomposed 
vogotablo matter deposited in tho marshes. When mixed with 
tho silt brought down by any stream which may happen to flow 
into thoso marshes, it forms a sort of stil? black day. Winter 
rioo of tho coarsest sort is tho only erop grown on such lands, 


‘Tho following tablo shows tho normal acreage of the crops of Pax 





Khulni and thoir poroentago on the normal net cropped. area : 

















Pereent | 
Normat | Normal Merwst-| ore 
frmat | Rove ‘orm 
Namo of crop. | Normal | normal | ame of crop, tla 
“ : 
/ 
Winter rico | 656/200 a 
Sugarcane 3,600, 00] 
‘Total dghaxi 30900] 1 
° vn | 087,800 
poss 200]... 
3500) 
‘sc00| 6 
200) 1. 
8000 | 2 
§200 | - 1 
ufo} 1 
Tota made! La 
erope om | 87,100 | eae acy 
Forest =| 88,712 | 169 crops | 276100] a8 
‘Twico cropped | | Orchards ani 
tron | 198,200] 25 | garden produce | 69.400] 8 
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‘As elsewhoro in Lower Bengal, rico forms tho staplo orop, tise, 


and consists of throo main classes, amon, dus and bore, of which 
dman is. by fox tho most important, 


Tn the sie portion of the distil o the noth and north-west Ane. 


aman tioo is caltivated on low land, where water lies from ono 
oot to threo foot deop in the rains. . ‘The preparation of th land 
dogins in tho middle of February or tho beginning of March, the 
land being ploughed soveral, times before sowing. In April or 
May, aftor the first fall of rain, sood is sosttered broadoast in a 
nursery, When the seedlings make thoir appearance, another 
field is prepared for transplanting. By this time the rainy soason, 
has thoroughly sat i, and the field is dammed up so as to retain 
water, It is thon ropeatedly ploughed until the water becames 
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worked into the soil, and tho wholo is reduoed to thick mud, ‘Tho 
young rioo is then taken from tho nuzsory, and transplanted 
in xows about nino inches apart, Attor this, tho crop is left 
to mature, and is gonorally rondy for harvosting in Novembor or 
Deoomber. Aman rioo is also oooasionally sown brondeast in 
marshy lands, 

Tn tho Sundaxbans, land suitable for nurseries aro not, ns 
a rule, available, and consequently dinan xioo is gonorally sown 
Drondoast on tho marshes. Sowing takoa plaoo in the onrly part 
of July, and tho orop is roady for renping in’ January, tho soil 
easily rotaining up till that time all the moisture noodssnry for tho 
growth of tho grain. ‘Tho mothod of rooping, too, is different 
from that which provails in tho rest of tho district; for as tho 
straw is of absolutely no value in tho Sundarbans, the orop is 
reaped by only outting off the hoads, and the strav is subsequontly 
amt down, ‘The finest outturn of winter rico is obtained from 
the reclaimed portions of the Sundarbans, which are famous for 
the tooming harvests obtained from tho rich virgin soil. 

‘The principal vatioties of aman rice grown in the district are 
(A)tharudzjata, (2) lakshmt-kajat, (8) durga-bhog, (4) karttik-sal, (Bj 
dalkachu, (8) jhinga-sai, (7) kalamkatt, (8) komracjud, (9) kanakchur, 
(10) dansmati, (11) kalangi, (12) lokminyd, (18) kamine-saru, (14) 
Hiarkon, (15) hdli-kani, ‘Choro is a list of about soventy othr 
Tocal names—and oven this is not oxhaustive—but the above are 
the principal kinds. It is difficult, howover, for any ono but an 
expert to define the distinctions botwoon those different kinds of 
rico, 

‘Aus rion is generally sown on high ground, ‘Tho field is 
ploughed whon tho early xains sot in, ton or twelve times over, 
fill the soil is reduood nearly to dust, and the seed is sown broad- 
ast in April or May, As soon as the young plants roach six 
inches in height, the land is harrowod in order to thin tho 
orop and clear it of woods. ‘Tho crop is harvested in August 
‘or September, and a second orop of pulso or oil-soeds is generally 
taken off tho land in th oold weather. ‘Tho principal varieties 
‘of dus rico axo as follow: —(1) sdryamani, (2) korsai, (8) kalia 
payangl, (4) degun biehi, (BY stéahar, (6) khubni, (7) banyphua, 
(8) gangasjatt, (9) parang, (10) bent-bachal, (11) panazjhure, 
(12) ghtesdl; (18) piprd-sal, (14) kartm-ead, (15) dendephuli, and 
(16) alan 

‘Boro xioo is sown on marshes which ‘dry up in wintor, Tho 

tion of the land commences in the middle of November ; 
sowing taker place ton days lator; and reaping lasts from 
the middle ‘of March till the middle of April, ‘Pho land ig 
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hardly ploughed af all, ‘The soed is scattered broadonst in tho 
marshes or bils as thoy dry up, and the young shoots aro trans. 
planted when about amonth old, hore is another kind of déro 
paddy oalled dus Loro, which is sown brondoast during the months 
of April and May and reaped in August or September. 

Another dosoription of rico known as uri dhan is indigon- Urt dian 
ous in the doop-water marshes and is ocoasionally used as food 
by tho Pods and other fishing and bonting oxstes, who live and 
ply their avocation among tho swamps. ‘Tho plant looks like a 
confused mass of creepers floating on the water, and shoots forth 
its ears of grain in overy direotion, A peouliarity of this rice ia 
that tho grain drops from the ear into the water when it attains 
maturity. ‘To provont this, the fishing oastes take a great deal of 
trouble in binding tho care together before the paddy ripens. 
This rice grows plentifully in the marshes, and is at the disposal 
of any ono who is disposed to gather it, Very little is collected, 
however, exoopt by fichermen or bontmen, for the swamps are 
deop, and tho crop hardly repays the labour of binding the ears 
and collooting tho grain, 

Bxoept rice there is no coven of any great importance, Gram Other 
(chiola) is cultivated on high land, but in 1906-07 had an area of SF a4, 
only 100 acres, while other food grains, including pulecs, wore 
grown on 11,600 acres. ‘They aro mainly éola weather orops, such 
‘as pons, masuri, kleedrs and kalAi, sown in October and gathored 
in February or Maroh, and are oultivated only on small patohos 
of land. 

‘The largest area under any one orop except rico is retuned Oft-teds. 
by rape and mustard, with a normal area of 48,000 aores, while 
other oil-soods, linseed, 1, oto, account for an aggregate of 
14,800 acres, 

‘Tho crop of groatost importance after xioe is jute, ‘Twonty sate. 
years ago it was reportod that there was very liltle jute eulti- 
Yotion in the district, but the area devoted to the crop has steadily 
expanded of late yoars and in 1906-07 was returned as 37,000 
acres. ‘The prooess of cultivation is as follows. The fiold is 
well ploughed two or three times after tho first fall of rain in 
March or April, and allowed to remain for two months. ‘This 
interval the cultivator employs in manuring the land with cow- 
ung, rich black soil collected from the bottom of tanks, ashes, 
and all manner of vegetable refuse. ‘Tho land is again ploughed 
soveral times in May, tho clods woll broken, and the seed sown 
broadcast, When the young plants are about six inches high, a 
harrow is drawn over the field to thin the plants where they aro 
‘too thick, as well as to furrow the land in order to assist the 
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absorption of moisture. When tho plant is a foot high, the 
ficld is carefully weeded by hand, after which it receives no further 
attention until tho ontting soason in August or Soptember. 
‘Whon the orop is out, tho leaves aro strippod off and scattered 
over the ground to rot in as manuro, ‘Tho juto atalke are thon 
bound together, and steeped in a pool or tank for ten to fourteen 
Gays, until decomposition sets in, and tho Abro beoomos ft for 
soperation from tho stom. This is genorally dono by hired 
labour, ‘The jute-washer maps the stom about two fest from the 
root, and pulls out the inner woody part from the portion thus 
jwoken, He then lays hold of the fibro, and by continued 
gentle pulling, gradually soparates it trom the wood which 
still xomains in tho upper part of the stalk, and also from the 
outer bark, It is then thoroughly dried in tho sun, and bound 





up into bundles called gant ; and in this stato it is sold to the 
dealers, 
Tuacco Among other orops may be mentioned tobacco, which is raised 


and ger on. 5,200 acres; two varieties are grown, known as dest and 
" —matihari, “Sugavoane is grown mainly in the Morrellganj thine 
and in small quantities elsewhere ; tho Iand is generally too low- 
Tying to admit of its successful cultivation, 
Datewsim ‘The land being unsuitable for tho oultivation of sugaradno, 
fon" sugar is usually obtained from tho A/gjur or date-palm, which 
is grown extonsively in tho Sitkhiré subdivision, and more or 
less overywhero in tho district whero the soil is favourable to its 
growth. Fora regular date plantation high ground is selected. 
The seeds are sown in June or July after the land has been 
ploughed three or four timos, and the tress make their appearanco 
in about five or six months. hoy reocive very little attention 
for the first two or three years, but tho plantation has to be 
Kept perfectly freo from undergrowth when the trees altain 
a height of about 2 foct; for this purposo the turf is ploughed 
up from time to time. ‘They come to perfection in seven or 
eight years, when they are tapped, but their development depends 
‘on tho soil, saltish land being most favourable for their growth. 
‘The trees exe planted in groves or are soattered about singly or in 
groups both in the villages and among the flelds, especially along 
their boundaries, wheyo they form a conspicuous fenture in the 
seencry, An account of the tapping and other prooesses in the 
menufacture of dato sugar will bo given in Ohaptor IX. 
Betotant _ ‘The Khulng ond Bigherhat subdivisions are partioularly 
mentor sich in coconut and betel-nut palms; and there is a large 
export of betel-nuts and coconut oil. The mode of gathering 
etel-nuts is peculiar, ‘Chey grow, as is well known, on the top 
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of long slim tress, ‘The collector mounts one of those tre0s, and 
after ho has thrown down what he plucks from it, he swings tho 
roo backwards and forwards, till, roosiving sufficiont impulse, ho 
throws himeolf like a monkey on to tho noxt tres, A number 

of accidents, and oocasional deaths, ooour from the falls which 
the collectors got in this operation, when they fail to oatoh 
hold of the troos towards which they aro swung. ‘The treos 
aro plantod in grovos or are soattored in the midst of othor oulti- 
vation, and may be found in almost every village, ‘They are 
especially numerous in the east of tho distriot, 

‘aro also soattored about the district, rather than 
grown in groves; the fruit is oolleotod in tho rainy soason. A. 
fully ripe coconut is called a y/iund, and from its kornel soveral 
Kinds of swootments are mado, such as ndriie? naru, raskard, 
chandraputi, oto, Tho nut is put to a variety of usos; ropes 
and mate’ ere made from the husk; oil is oxtracted from 
tho kernel and forms an important arliolo of trado; tho shell ia 
mado into the bowls of hookahs, oups, oto, ; and tho troo itsolf, 
whon past boating, is out down, and tho trunk hollowed into a 
cant 











esides the fruit-beoring troos montionod above, mango parce 
troos aro grown oxtensively in tho north of the distriot, but 4x0 
tho fruit is mot’ of good quality. Plantains aro also’ grown fayoeon, 
Jnngoly in tho samo trot, the threo principal variotios boing 
martanan, champa, and kanthali; tho last namod variety ia con- 
sidered to bo tho purest food, although inferior in flavour to 
tho others, Among other fruits may be mentioned pine-apples 
and lomons, which ore grown in small quantities near tho 
yanks of rivers in the north, 

Conditions aro, on tho whole, unfavourable to market garden- 
ing, owing to the low-lying, water-loggod ‘soil and tho attacks 
of insoots, but vogotables are grown on a fairly lage soale on 
tho high lend noar xiver banks. ‘Tho most common vogotables 
are daigun or brinjal (Solanum melongena), soveral varieties of 
sweet potatoes, pumpkins, cucumbers, onions, garlio and radishes. 
A variety of yam called ménkachi js cultivated extensively, and 
potatoes axe grown to a small oxtont on patches of exceptionally . , «, 
high land in the north of the district, Among other garden 
produce may be mentioned turmeria, sown in June and gathered 
in January, and chillies, sown in Juno and gathored in January 
or February, Pau gardens, known as laraj, are also found in 
the high ground which forms about the bonks of rivers and 
khdls, Potato cultivation is gradually becoming popular in 
consequence of tho suoosss attained in Saiyadpur Trust estate, 
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‘The neighbouring local zamindérs aro beginning to introduce 
tho orop on their own estates, and arrangements have boon mado 
to demonstrate tho comparative valnos of the best variotios at a 
small farm at Khulng, 

Tn tho north of tho district oultivation is being stondily ox- 
tondod, and tho shallow dis and marshes, which form so marked 
afeature of this portion of the district, axe boing steadily oon- 
verted into rico flelds, fn tho sonth the Sundarbans contain an 
immonso aren of ferlilo land awaiting the axe and plough, but 
tho jungle is being steadily pushed back, Hvery year more land 
is boing brought undor cultivation, and stoady progross ix being 
made in tho settlomont of cultivators on new cloarings, which 
attract oaltivators not only from other parts of the district, but 
algo from Nadit, Jossore, Faridpur and elsowhero. 

On tho other hand, but little ‘progress is notioonble in the 





improvement of methods of agrioulture or in tho introduotion 


of now or better variotios of crops, ‘Thia is attributed to 
tho fact that many of the zmindiss, who havo tho bost 
opportunities of making such reforms, take little interest in 
the welfare of their tenants, Tho latter aro thus left to work 
out all improvoments by themsclvos, and for this they have 
noithor the moans nor the intelligence neoossary, At tho samo 
timo, thoy have boon quick enough to seo tho possibilitios of 
profit in jute cultivation, and tho area under this orop has beon 
vory largely extonded. 

‘Of rocont years, howover, signs of a change for tho botter are 
noticeable, owing to the establishment of an annual oxhibition 
at Khula’, It includes a oattlo show and an oxhibition of 
agricultural produce, as well as of local arts and industrios, 
‘Various kinds of paddy, ootton, potatoos, sugarcane and vogotablos 
aro oxhibited, and improved ogrioaltural implomonts aro shown 
by tho Agricultural Dopartmont, A Distriot Agricultural 
Avapeiation has also been formed, which has shown muah aotivity 
‘and has given a considerable impetus to the cultivation of pota- 
toes, a cultivation which is praotionlly mow to. tho distr 
mangols have also boon successfuly grown. 

The district is not suited for tho roaring of cattle, as the 
‘wator of many of tho rivors becomes highly changed with ealt 
daring certain soasons of the yoar, and tho cattle have little else 
to drink but this salt water, whilo the vegetation produoed by 
it is also injurious, Consoquontly, only such onttlo are Kept as 
ate ‘indispeusably necessary for’ agriculture, and when these 
die’ off, they have to be replaced from other distriots, No 
ogre is taken sbout breeding, pastaroge is deficiont, and the 
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cattle are consequently poor. Goats aro bred in fairly largo 
numbers, but not by people who make it their only or even their 
principal means of oarning 1 livelihood, tho general praction 
boing for poor Inbourers or poor old women to Koop a few goate 
to oko out their soanty moans of subsistence, Very fow sheop 
aro bred in tho district, pigs are kept only by tho low caste of 
‘Kéoras, and horses aro sill rarer. 


‘There is little rool pasturage Jand in the district, and fodder is Padturnge, 


consequontly sonreo, Formerly, it is enid, considerable arass were 
loft untilled in overy village and reserved for the grazing of the 
village ontilo. Now, the pressure of tho population on tho soil has 
romulted in tho pastaro lands being brought wholly or parily 
under the plongh, so that there in most villages thoro is not a 
sufficient aren of pasturago provided for tho cattle; while there 
aro not a fow villages where thero is no pasturo land at all and 
‘he oattle graze in the rice folds after the crop bad boon out, ‘Tho 
following are reported to bo the principal grazing lands left, In 
tho largo village of Deira in thina Kalérot, which is enclosed on 
threo sidos by the Kabudak river and is inhabited by upwards of 
800 families of Goilas, thoro is a tract of land, about 2 square 
miles in area, which is froo from oultivation and is reserved. for 
pasture, There is a similar tract of land of about the same aren 
on the onst of tho polioo station of Kaltrot, which is used by 
hoxdemen of the Gots caste for grasing puxposos ; and pasturago 
is also allowed on tho open ground in front of the Khulnk 
Colloctorate. x 

‘A. votorinary hospital with a dispensary ‘wos opened 
Khulnt in 1900-06. Rindorpost oooasionally broaks out in a 
severe epidemio form, as in 1903-04 and 1906-07, whon 2,899 
and 2,640 cattle respectively died from this cause alone, 
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OHAPTER VII. 


NATURAL CALAMITIES, 


Kuvina suffered in common with other paris of Bengal from 
the famine of 1769-70, traditions of which still lingor among 
the people who refer to it as the 44/4 manwantar, i.e, tho famine 
of 10 seers, because paddy sold ab the rato of w kala (0 seers) 
por rapes, ‘Tho famino of 1866 did not affeot the district very 
teriously, but there was distress in the Sitkhint subdivision, 
where xico was selling at 8 seers por rupee in the middle of June. 
This subdivision was then part of tho 24-Parganas, and it 

mentioned as ono of the two localities in that district in which 
oaths were directly attributable to starvation, ‘The distress 
appears to have been most acute in the Kaliroa thina, where 
money and rico wore distributed to the iamishing, an aver- 
age’ of 288 people being relieved daily during August at tho 
relief depéte, In the famine of 1874 a portion of the Kalt- 
génj thina, lying south of the Kaukhali and oast of the dried.up 
bed of tho river Jamané, was affected, A reliet kitchen was 
opened at Syimnagar, and the road from Keligenj to Nakipur 
‘was constructed, but the people tided over their difficulties with- 
‘out much outside assistance. ‘The records of those carly famines 
fre very méagre, but they are sufficient to show that the greater 
portion of tho district remained practically immune from famine, 
‘The only other femine which has visited the district was that of 
1897, which was due to an unusual combination of adverse cix- 
cumstances. ‘Tho following account of this famine is condensed 
from tho seport hy Ma. W. H. Vinoent, x0, then Colleton of 

ln, 





‘Tho famine of 1807 affected only a portion of the district, 
viz, thinas Kaliganj, Asteuni, Magura and Satkhirs in tho Site 
khirt subdivision and thina Paikgioh® in the Khulna subdivision, 
an area extending over 474 equare miles and containing a 
population of 276, 1000. With the exception of 25 square miles 
in thina Sttkhird end 7 square miles in thina Magura, which 
comprise comparatively high lands, tho area which was affooted 
consists ‘of low flat country intersooted by numerous tidal k/idle and 
Protected from inundation by small embankments called dieris 
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Tho soil is impregnated with salt and grows nothing but aman or: 
winter rico, which will not thrive unless there is enough freth water 
to wash salt out of the ground. The inhabitants of this traot are 
mostly illiterate and improvident; the samindirs aro sbsontete 
and generally indifferent to the welfare of their tenants ; while 
tho subordinate tenure-holders sre small men and impoverished. 
‘Embenkmonts had beon permitted to go out of repair, thus allowing 
salt wator to porcolato into the flolds to the gradual deterioration 
of the soil, while in 1895 a storm- swept over the distressed 
tract leaving o deposit of saline matter, which tho rainfall 
of 1896 was not sufficient to wash out. The latter wes scanty and 
ungoasonablo, and the resolt was a failure of the winter rico crop. 

‘There had been excellent crops in the yeers 1893-04 and 
1804-96, the onttum of winter-rice being 14 and 16 annas respoo- 
tively. ‘Tho rainfall of 1895-96 was deficient, and consequently 
all tho lands wore not cultivated; yet the people would have 
got a fair orop bat for tho oyclonio storm which visited tho 
affeoted tracts on the Ist Ootober 1895, and which by driving salt 
‘water into tho felds destroyed the young plants. ‘Tho rosult was 
that the outtum of the winter rico orop was only 10 annas, and 
‘when tho year 1896-97 opened, the poople were already in 
straitened ciroumstenoes. 

After tho Ist October 1895, when 9:92 inches of rain 
fal, thre wea earsly any ll April 1896 in which month 
only 226 inches were recorded. This continuous drought, 
Insting over 6 months, inoreased the saline matter. both in 
the soil and in the xiver water, ‘The rainfall in May was 
only 4°09 inches as ageinst 6-28 inches, the normal rainfall 
for themonth; and though 19-72 inches wore recsived in Juno, 
this was not sufficient to undo the effect of the prolonged 
Arought. In July the rainfall was 928 inches, but in August 
again it was scanty, being only 595i nohos. Transplantation 
was consequently retarded, and lands recently sown dried up, 
‘When good showers fll in the boginning of Soptenber, tran 





December the fall was only 0°78 inch. 

In ordinary years river water beoomes fresh early in July, and 
remains fresh till the middle of November; but this year it’ was 
‘brackish till the middle of August, and again became brackish 
in the bogiming of October. A plentiful fall of rain was 
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expected during the Pijis, but no rain sotually fell. ‘Tho 
temperature rose higher and higher, and tho hot winds during 
Ostober rapidly dried tho surfaco of tho soil, and the moisture 
nevessary for the growth of the young rico was absont. 

The figures givon above relate to rainfall reoonded at Satkhira 
town, but much less rain aolually foll in tho distressed axon, It 
was, moreover, unovonly distributed ; and the result was that 
only in some low lends not in the immediate vioinity of salt- 
water Klals and rivers was the orop partially saved, In these 
ciroumstences, the average outinn of the great rice-producing 
tract bordering on the Sundaxbans hardly camo up to 2 annas. 
‘The fniluro of tho staple crop, coupled with tho fact that in tho 
preceding year also crops had been short, reduced the poople to 
extremo poverty and rondored relief moasuros urgently nocossary 
in the beginning of January 1897, Tho portion of thina 
Paikgicha lying on tho left bank of the Kabadak was affeotod 
by the samo causes, 

‘Tho distress was most sovero in north Astsuni, south Astsuni, 
and north Keliganj, where 6 to 8 por oont, of tho population had to 
‘pe relieved, as the lands thore aro the least protected by dieris or 
embankments, It was less sovero in south Kaliganj, Sydmnagar, 
and Nunnagar, where the lands are better protected, and hore the 
proportion of podple relieved varied from 8 to6 por oont.; whilo in 
the Magara ond Budhhsta civclos, whore the land is comparatively 
high, it did not excoed 3 per cont. In tho cast of thiina Paik- 
glchl thore was a fair crop, and thove also less than 3 per cont. 
of the popalation had to be relieved. 

‘When relief operations commenced it the beginning of 
‘Tanuary 1897, tho area of the affected tract was 442 square miles, 
with a population of 262,000 souls, As tho souson advanced, 
distress deepened, and during tho fortnight ending the 26th 
‘May 26 square miles in thina Satkhir, with » population of 
11,000 souls, and: 7 square miles in thina Magura with a 
population of 8,000 souls were added to the affected area. 
‘These latter areas comprise comparatively high lands, on which 
rabi crops axo grown to somo extent. Molasses (gur) are also 
manufactured from dato juice, ond the people were, therefore, 
able to bear the strain for a longer period. 

The relief works consisted mainly of the excavation of tanks, 
the construction of new rods, and the repair of old ones, 
Some. bandis were also orocted, and metal was broken into 
hod for metalling @ portion of an important road, in order to 
attract, if possible, female Inbourers to the work, and to provide 
Inndless labourers with some kind of work during the rains, when 
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no other works wore possible, But this motal breaking “was 
of little uso, for tho women would not do the work, and the 
mon got plenty of Inbour elsewhere in oultivation, “When tho 
rainy season commenced, tho number of relief workers gradually 
Aooroased, owing to tho fact that many had toattend oultivation, 
and partly also to tho foot that suitable work could not be 
provided, as it had beoomo impractioablo to go on with earthwork, 
Many of tho works hnd consequently to bo stopped. When agri- 
cultural oparations wore in full swing, almost ovory ono wont away 
exoopt a fow who wore labouress by profession, ‘The rolief works 
swore finally dosed during the wosk ending tho 11th Soptomber 
1897. 

‘Tho numbor of reliot workera gradually ros as more and more 
works wore opened, and deoreased as they had to bo closed ono 
after another, ‘Tho ratio of relief workers to the population 
was 1 to 151, while tho highest number was 6,878 during the 
wook onding the 9th Jane, Gratuitous relief was commenced 
in tho boginning of January with o daily avorago of 122 persons, 
tnd tho numbers inoreased as tho season advanced, reaching tho 
maximum during the week ending 7th July, when 11,018 
persons xocoived this form of roliof. Whon tho rainy soason aot 
in and agrioultural operations begen, pxioos booamo easier and 
the number gradually doorosod. 

Roliof from publio funds was given in threo ways, vis. (1) relist 
sziven to tho pooplo at thoir housos, (2) reliot in poor-housos, and (8) 
roliof to artisans. Ablo-bodiod recipients of tho fist class had to 
husk paddy or twist jute in rebum for weekly doles, No work was 
exaoted from tho inmates of the poor-housos, ‘Tho artisans wore 
all weavers who wore supplied with throad, and they roturmed. tho 
cloths woven by them, receiving as their wages tho market value 
cof the cloth minus tho cost of tho thread, Six poor-houses ware 
opened at Kaliganj, Syimnagar, Asisuni, Nunnagar, Budhhiti 
and Pratapnagar, ‘Tho ratio to the population of the persons 
relieved in this way was 1 to 53, and tho great majority of 
thoso relieved wore women and children, It is contrary to 
custom in Khuln for women, exeapt Buna women, to do eatthe 
work or carry oarth. In consequence, no women went to the 
relief works and many wero in the greatest poverty and distress, 
and had either to be relieved in poor-housos or left tostarve, ‘Tho 
peroentage on gratuitous roliof was nover high, end when the 
poor-houses opened, tho way they flooked in was a tost of the 
severity of tho distress. 

‘Altogother, the number xeosiving relief at ony ono time never 
exceeded 16,000, and the people showed more resource and 
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staying power than was anticipated when relief operations 
began. It was foared that Govornment would have to help 
about 8 per cent, of the population, but the number of the relief 
workers did not riso above 0°66 per oant., while that of recipionts 
of gratuitous relief was not moro than 1°86 por cont. throughout 
the poriod taken asa whole, Tho poople suffered much, but 
did not resort to roliof works, if thoy could possibly avoid it. 

‘The northorn portion of the distriot is liablo to occasional 
floods, but the severity of such inundations is far less than it 
used to be about a century ago, when a largo portion of the 
volume of the Ganges water poured down to the soa through the 
disiziot. ‘The Ganges now discharges its waters further to the 
east, and floods are consoquontly less frequent and less sovere, 
Only a portion of the district is now liable to inundation from the 
overflowing of the rivers, and such inundations aro in many ways 
‘peneficial owing to tho rich deposit of silt that they leave, 

Tn recent years the most sarious floods have ooourred in 1885, 
1890 and 1900. ‘The flood of 1885 was duo to the bursting of an 
embankment slong tho Bhigirathi river near Berhampore in 
‘Mursbidabad, and lested from the 12th to the 18th September, 
Te only affected a portion of the distriot, viz, the north and north. 
‘west of the Sitkhira subdivision, whore the rico in the low lands 
and swamps was destroyed and some of the cultivators’ huts wore 
demolished. ‘The flood of 1800 was higher than that of 1885 and 
‘affected no less than 100 square miles in the Satkhira subdivision, 
‘This flood was oaused by the overflow of the Jelangi and other 
channels conneoted with the Gangos, and was greatly aggravated 
by the bursting of tho Bhigiratht embankment at the end of 
August, Owing to the silting up of the river channels, the flood 
water could not be drained off rapidly and subsided very Into in 
the season, ‘The rico orop consequently suffered severely, and the 
damage could not be remedied by fresh sowing ond transplanting, 
‘Much misery was experienced during tho inundation, but after 
the floods had subsided, the labourers got plenty of work, and 
no relief measures wero nocessary. ‘The last serious flood 
ocourred in Septomber 1900, owing to tho heavy rainfall of 
the 20th and 2lst, when no less than 18-38 inches fell at Satkhira. 
All the low-lying villages in the subdivision were under water 
and a number of houses collapsed, while the loss of cattle was 
considerable, Great damage was caused to the winter crops, but 
foitunately no lives were lost. 

‘The district is oxposed to the oyslones which swoop up from 
10 Bay ‘of Bengal, often accompanied by a destructive storm- 
‘wave; ‘Tho-colonies of eottlers in the Sundarbans are specially 
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exposed to the fury of such storms, Theit housts and their 
fiolds are only a foot or two abore high water mark; and when 
the ayclono wave pours up the grect streams of the Passur and 
Hlwinghat, and trom them spreads over the country, tho 
inundation ‘works cruel havoo amon, low-lying isolated 
villoges. ‘Tho grain in their flolds thoir houses. are 
torn away ond al thei sloros azo lost; their aattle are. enried 
away and drowned ; and they themsolves are reduosd to extromo 
sbifts to savo their own lives, As an instance of the damage 
causod in this way may be mentioned the oyolono of the 16th 
‘May 1269, which destroyed 250 livos in Morrellganj alono, and 
Caused an immenso loss of property. In rooent yeats the most 
serious cyclono was that of October 1895, which swopt over both 
tho Baghorhtt and Satkhira subdivisions, In tho former traot 
it did much damage to tho botel-nuts, which form an important 
article of export, while in the lnttor tract tho storm-wave which 
ooompainod it did great injury to the wintor roo crop by 
destroying the young plants and by lonving « sterile deposit of 
salino mattor, 
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CHAPTER VIL. 


RENTS, WAGES AND PRIOKS. 


Ruwxt, Tre rates of rent. paid by cultivators in Khulng vary acoord- 
ing to tho position and quality of tho land, and slso nocording 
to the demand for it, eg., a pan or betel-leat plantation would 
fotch a high rent in places containing sottlemonts of Baruis, 
‘whore hereditary ocoupation is tho cultivation of this crop, but 
not elsowhore, while the Biruis thomselves would seldom think 
of emigrating to tako up lends with a smaller rental. Gono- 
rally speaking, too, in the trasts under roolamation, where the 
competition for land is not keen, no higher rates aro paid for 
Iand bearing valuable crops than for land of the same quality 
under rice; and homestead sites and superior lands, i, lands 
on which sugarcane and other rich crops axe grown are assessed 
at the samo ront as good rive lands, 

‘The following are reported to be the average rates of rent for 
Aifferont, varioties of land in oach of the three subdivisions of 
the district, Tn tho Khuln& eubdivision the ront for diané Innd, 
es, land suitable for rive, pulses, oto,, averages Re. 1-8 to Rs, 3 per 
digha (Rs. 4-8 to Re, 9 por acre), and of bégat or garden land 
from Rs, 8 to Re. 6 por digha (Rs. 9 to Rs, 18 per acre), pan 
lend being assessed at tho samo rates. In the Bagherhst sub- 
division dhdni land fetches from Ro, 1 to Rs. 6 per dighd (Rs. 3 : 
to Rs. 18 por acre) and pan and garden land from Rs, 2 to Rs, 3 ; 
per bigia (Rs. 6 to Rs, 9 per acre), In the Satkhira subdivision j 
tho rents paid for dhdni land vary from Re. 1 to Rs, 2-5-4 per i 
digha (Ra. 8 to Rs, 7 per acre), for dayat or garden lend from 
Re, 210-8 to Rs. 13-5.4 por digha (Re, 8 to Rs, 40 por acre), 
and for pan land from Rs. 2-5-4 to Re, 18-5-4 per bigha (Rs. 7 
to Rs, 40 por nore), 

As regards the difforent classes of ryots, it is reported that the 
rate of rent paid by ryots and under-ryots varies from 2 annas to 
Rs. 16 per bighd, and that the average xate may be taken at Re. 4 
per bigid, Tn the Sundarbans tract, where there are spocial rates, 
the rent rates are reported to bo 8 onns, 12 annas, and Re. 1 
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per ligha. Privileged rents are paid by somo tenants, such as 
the original soitlers, who cleared away the junglo, and thoir 
descendants, ‘Tonants of this class are allowed to hold their land 
at quit-ronts ; and similax concessions aro allowed to tonnre-holdors 
smd underctenure-holders, and to their sucoossors in interest, in 
consideration of the outlay inourred in clonring jungle, mai 
taining embankments, oto, Similarly, in the Sundarbavs tho 
abadkatidars, o original sottlors who clearod the jungle, aro 
allowed in somo ontes to hold their Iand without nstossment or 
at reduced rontal ; and similar conoossions are allowed to tenants 
who build and maintain embankments, 

From enquirios mado in 1895-6 it appears that tho provisions 
of sootion 50 of the Tenanoy Act, that, unless a landlord can. 
provo that the xnto of rent hns beon altered within tho last 
20 yours, it shall bo prosumed to bo pormanently fixed, aro con- 
tantly tonding to convert the holding of an occupimey ryot 
into a permanont and hereditary tonuro and a suitable invest 
ment for the moneyed classes, Aovordingly, thore ia tondonoy 
for the non-oultivating class to buy up tho rights of ooou- 
panoy ryote and sublot tho lauds to under-ryots who actually 
cultivate thom; and tho middlomon, who buy up the rights 
of oooupanoy ryots, extort oxorbitant rents from the actual 
cultivators. ‘Those enquirios also showod that tho holder of a 
permanent holding direotly undor tho propristor pays rent vary= 
ing from 10 onnas to Re. 2 por standard bigla, nooorting to the 
lags of Iand, and as tho average annual value of the gross 
produce of a bighd of land is about Re, 9, the ront paid ropresonts 
about a sixth of the valuo of the gross produce, Under-ryota, 
howover, pay cither half the gross produce, or if they pay zont in 
cash, about a third of the value of the gross produce, 

A small minority of tho cultivators in the north of the dis- 
taiot still pay rents in kind, but this system is on the decline, the 
tondonoy boing to commute produce rents to money rents, 
Ronts in kind aro, however, commonly paid by potty cultivators 
called bargadars ox bargaits, who pay half the produoe of the 
land by woy of rent, In tho Sundarbans tho system ‘of pro- 
yoo rents is more common, for ‘hero a busbandman who has 
more land than he oan manage himself oither imports labour for 
its cultivation or sublets a portion. In tho lattor case he either 
eases it out ine regular way or lets it out on what is oalled tho 
‘hag system boownso lio xeosives a share (bldg) of the produce as 
sent, ‘This share is usually one-half, and the sub-tenant provides 
seod grin, plough and cher necssry ogrisltural implements, 
while tho lessor supplies the oxen for the plough, 
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‘There has been little variation in the wages paid for labour 
uring recont years, though on tho whole there has heen a steady 
and gradual rico, A mason cams 5 annas to Re. 1-4 a day, a 
carpenter 5 annas to Re. 1-2, and a blacksmith from 5 annas 
to 12 annas, the amount of their daily wages varying according 
to their skill. Skilled Inbour is scarce in the district; and to 
supply this want a technical school with carpentry and boat 
building classos has recently been opened. Coolies or unskilled 
Inbourers receive daily wage varying in the caso of adults from 
4 anms to 8 annas, a8 compared with 34 to 5 aunas 10 yours 
ago; while women are paid 3 to 6 annes a day and boys 2 to 
4onnas a day. The average daily wage of a common adult 
field labourer may bo taken at 4 annas per diom, besides two 
meals, which would oost an additional 2 annas; ‘but during tho 
cultivating season the wages rise to 8 annas besides the two 

meals, Agricultural labourers are, however, commonly paid in 
Hind, and it is s genaral custom for day Tabonrers eaploged 
in cutting paddy to be paid by a share in the crop varying 
‘according to circumstances from one-third to one-eighth of the 
amount out by them. 

‘The marginal table shews the average prices (in seers and 
chittacks per rupee) of 
the two staple food 
grains, rico and gram, 
and of salt during the 
last three yeas, Tho 
exceptionally high price 
of rico in tho Inst year 
mentioned is due to the 
partial failure of the crop in this and other districts, but for 
many years past there has been a steady rise in the price, 

Tt is of some interest to compare the prioss now provail- 
ing with those which obtained in the affected tracts during the 
famine of 1897. In October 1896 the price of rive was 8} to 9} 
soors per rupee, and in November it was 8 soers per rupeo; 
but in the second fortnight of December it wont down to 10 
seors, and this continued till the first fortnight of February 1897, 
owing to the fact that the paddy harvest had just been reaped. 
‘Tho fair outturn in the eastern part of the district also helped 
to keep down the price for some timo, but it went up again, 
and rose higher and higher till the second fortnight of June, 
‘when rico sold at 6 seers 10 chittacks per rupee. ‘The rainfall 
in July maile fhe prespens brighter end prices became gradually 
easier, until. in, the first fortnight of September new. due rice 








3 





RENTS, WAGES AND PRIORS. SEE 


sold at 10 seers 8 chittacks por rapes, ‘This was also the prioo 
of rice on the 80th September, when relief from Goverment 
funds was closed. It should be added, howover, that Burma 
ico gold at a choapor rato than country rice, the price being 
practically the samo as in Caloutta plus a small charge for freight 
‘and prof, In Juno, July and the first part of August the price 
‘was 74 to 8 soors; it thon fell to 84 soors, and came down to 9 
seers per rupee towards the close of September. 

‘Tho pooplo of Khulné are on the whole fairly prosperous, ‘Tho 
great majority are dependent on agriculture, living on the pro- 
uco of their lands and gardens, and selling the surplus to purchase 
any small laxaries that they may require. ‘The lands, a8 a rule, 
produco excellent harvests, especially of rice, and nésxly every 
family has an orchard of cooonut and: betel-nut trees attached to 
the house. ‘Tho sale of the nuts generally gives a ryot enough 
to pay his rent so that the xico grown in his fields is clear 
gain, and if the soasons aro favourable, he oan afford to save 
something annually. Many cultivators too have large clearances 
in the Sundarbans, which steadily yield rich crops and enablo 
them to enjoy two harvests in the year, From March to May 
these ponsants oultivate their home lands and then take their 
ploughs, cattle and labourers to the Sundarbans, where they spend 
the next threo months in oultivating the land. When this is 
finished, they retur home, to find their paddy ready for cut- 
ting ; and after reaping it, they return again to the Sundarbans 
for the harvest there, ‘The multitude of waterways also contribute 
greatly to their prosperity by rendering carriage casy and cheap, 
for the agricultural produce —rios, jute, betel-nuts, coomuts, what- 
ever it may be—is put on a boat and conveyed to the market or, if 
need be, sent direst to Caleatta, 

‘A. significant indication of the oomforfable circumstances 
enjoyed by the majority of the agricultural population is that, 
as a rule, they do not plough their ands or out paddy themselves, 
but employ labourers imported from othor districts, Elven the 
small cultivator is in the habit of doing little or no work himself, 
‘but simply supervising his labourers; for ho hes plenty of rice, 
can ontth fish in the tanks and rivers, and ‘has coconuts, betel- 
nuts and othor fruit in his 4agdn, while there is little that he 
need buy except salt, clothes and tobacco, 

On the other hand, the cultivators areliable to suffer period- 
foal loss from the inolemenoy of the sonsons, especially from an 
unfavourably distributed rainfall, If the rainfall is deficient, 
their paddy crops are short from want of moisture ; itit is heavy, 
floods submerge tho land and damage tho rice plants, ‘This 
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damago is all the gronter heonuse the distriot is intersected’ by 
rivers and Kal, the water of which is salino, especially in the 
Buindarbans. In this latter éract those cultivators whose villages 
are subject to annual inundation, aro worse off than in other ports 
of Khulni, for though embankmonts aro ereoted to keep out flood 
water, those givo way if not proporly maintained. According to 
immomorial custom, the landlords aro responsible for their main- 
tenance, but the presont generation of landlords in too many exes 
noglect this duty. Improvident habits elso detract from the pros- 
perity of the ryots. After the paddy harvost has boon gathered, 
the prudential maxims of eonomy aro forgotten, and they often 
launch out extravagantly in tho purchase of clothes and luxuries, 
Many are involved in debt, and tho exorbitant xntos of interest 
charged by tho monsy-londars leave them little chance of escape. 
Te is hoped that a remedy for this state of affairs may be found in 
the cooperative credit societies now being established in increasing 
numbers, 

‘The zamindixs are gonerally absenteos and frequently in- 
different to the welfare of their tenants, leaving the management 
of their property largely to looal agents, who are often illepaid 
and not too sorupulous, On the other hand, the ryots aro keen- 
witted and ready to assort their rights, real or supposed, in the 
courts of Inw. ‘The ganthidars aro dosoribed as being impovor- 
ished, tho rents collected from tho tenants being often their 
only source of inoome, ao that they are unable to bear tho strain 
in years of bad harvests, Generally speaking, the small cultivators 
and landholders and the landless middle classes are not in com- 
fortable ciroumstances; amd tho diadralok with small fixed 
salaries, who aro obliged by their position to keep up appearances, 
to dress well, and to give their children a good education, 
find it diffioult to maintain their traditional style of living in 
years of high prices. Landless labourers fortunately are few, and 
aro on the wholo fairly woll off, for there is a large demand 
for labour in the Sundarbans, to which crowds of dawals or 
yeapers go in the harvesting sonson, ‘Thore is, however, it is 
reported, another side to the picture, Although some, who have 
mado their money by labour of this kind, add to it by judicious 
lending to their neighbours, there aro others, and those tho 
majority, who spend it in reokless expenditure on marriages and 
other social fanctions, and in litigation. 

On tho whole, the sonle of living has risen in recent years, 
‘Visits to Onloutta, not only for business ut also for pleasure, have 
become’ common sinoo the opening of the railway, and the uso of 
imported articles of food and clothing is reported to be genoral, 
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‘Evon tho cultivating ‘classos have taken to woaring vests, 
comforters and woollen wrappers, while in the towns and in 
advanced villages, like Seohiti and Mulghar, tho people indulge 
in Tuxuries such as tea and bisouits, which were formerly 
unknown, 
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covras Acoorpina to the statistics obtained at tho consus of 1901, 
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‘altogether 967,000 porsons or 77 por oont. of tho population are 
supported by agrioulturo, and, of this number, 82 por cont, aro actual 
workers, including 19,000 ront-roooivers, 281,000 ront-payors, and 
6,000 agrioultural labourers, ‘he noxt most numerous group 
corisists of thoso supported by various industries, who number 
147,000 and represent 11-7 por oont. of the population, Of theso, 
37 per cont, are aotual workers and include 14,000 fishermen and 
fish dealers, 5,000 cotton wonvors and 4,000 botel-lonf sollere, 
whilo goldsmiths, pottors, dealers in timber and bamboos, and 
hide sollors aro also numerous, ‘Tho professional classos number 
29,000, representing 1'8 per cont, of tho population; and 36 por 
cont, of those clnssod under this hond aro actual workors, inolud- 
ing 8,000 priests and 1,000 modioal men, ‘Pho numbor of thovo 
supported by commeroo is vory small, amounting only to 8,562 or 
0°7 por cont, of the. population, and of 4hoso, 33 por cent, are 
actual workers, Among those engaged in other dooupations axe 
6,000 bontmen and 23,000 goneral labourers. 

A noticoable foature of tho returns is the comparative paucity 
of unproductive workers and non-workors, ‘Tho vast majority of 
tho people carn an honest livelihood by the awoat of their brow, 
and it is a matter of congratulation that, though the district doo 
not contin many wonlthy or advanoed classes, it is free from a 
Iarge number of unproductive workers or beggars. It may be 
added that, generally speaking, tho women of the district axe 
all domestio workers, ‘They boil or dry and husk the paddy which 
their husbands grow, cook the meals of the family, wash the pots, 
pans and plates, look after the domestio cattle, and keep tho home- 
stonds neat and tidy, Most of the Hindu and somo of tho 
Muhommadan women also bring tho water required for drinking 
and culinary purposes from tho nearest river, gfdé or tank, But in 
the neighbourhood of towns, and among those Muhammadans 
who have any pretensions to gentlo birth, the szamana ‘system is 
observed, and the women aye not allowed to go out to bring 





OOOUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE, 15" 


water. It is very rarely, indeod, that women go out to work in 
the fields or anywhere outside their own houses, In the town of 
Khulnd ond a fow other places, Buns women, who are tho 
osoondants of immigrants from Burdwan and Bankuri, go out to 
work; but fow other women do so. ‘When women aro compelled 
to work for thoir own. livelihood, they generally buy paddy, husk 
it in thety own houses, and sell thie rico ; sometimes also thoy oop 
‘one or {wo cows or a fow goats. A fow women havo shops of 
their own or aro employed in shops, some become domestio 
sorvants, somo aro redwood to bogging, and somo either from wont, 
or owing to vicious inolinations, lead a disroputablo lite, 

Tn tho carly days of British administration, tho prinoipal Maxvrace 
industry of the distriot was the montifactuxo of salt, which was" 
of sufficient importanoo to nocossitato the omployment of  consi« 
Aoritblo staff, with hendquartors at Khalni, and of a small military 
foroo, This industry hns long sinco diod out, and at prosent the 
industries of Kiulni are of little commoroial importanco, with 
tho exception of those doponding on the natural resources of the 
Gistriot, such as fishoxios and forests, Gonorally sponking, tho 
Local artisans eupply only tho nevossarios of life, a., food and 
drink of tho commonest description, ooarse cloth, huts, bonts 
roughly oonstructod, silver ornaments, earthen vossols, and badly 
made shoos and slippors, ‘Choro aro no large organized industrios 
‘or manufactories oxoopt sugar rofinories, in which, however,’ only 
primitive prooosses aro employed. 

Tn some parts of tho Satkhira subdivision fine cotton cloth 
‘and good pottery used at ono timo to be menufactured to a cortain 
extont, but those industries aro decadent. Weaving is now 
almost entirely confined to the production of couse cotton 
cloths by mesns of hand looms, ‘Theso fabrics aro said to bo 
preferred by the poorer classes to machino-mado goods on account 
of their durability, but even this handiortt is not flourishing, 
At prownt, the ohiof industry is tho manufacture of sugar and 
molasses, but this again has boon seriously affooted by tho 
competition of imported sugar, Of recont yours an industrial 
and agricultural exhibition has boon held annually at Khulns, 
and it is hoped that this institution will help to develop tho 
indigenous industrios of tho district. The following is a briet 
account of the most important industsios. 

. Sugar is made by primitive methods from the juice of the Sugue 
Ahejur or date palm. ‘Tho first process consists of tapping the manstec 
tree, which begins when the treo is ripe and continues each 
your thereafter. Whon the rainy season iseover, and there 
is no more fear of rein, tho cultivator outs off the leaves 

12 
































116 BUENA, 


growing out of tho trunk for ono half of its oiroumferonco, and 
thus loaves bare surface moasuring about 10 or 12 inches euch 
way, ‘This surfaco is at first a brilliant white, but becomes 
hy expomre quito brown, and has tho appearance of coarse 
matting, ‘Tho lonves are out off by a man who climbs up the 
tzeo supporting himself by a strong rope, which ho passos round 
tho treo and his own loins, Ho slides the ropo up and down 
with’ his hands, sotting his foot flrmly against tho treo, and 
throwing the weight of his body on tho rope. In this manner, 
his hands are froo, and ho outs the tree with a sharp knifo ijko 
a billhook. 

After the treo has romained exposed a fow days, tho tapping 
is porformod hy making 0° out into the oxposed surfado, in the 
shape of a broad. V, and then outting down the surface inside tho 
angle thus formed. ‘The sap exudos from this triangular surfaco; 
and runs down to the angle, where a thin bamboo is inserted, in 
order to atch. the dropping sap and carry it out as by a spout. 
Below the ond of the bamboo an oarthenware pot is hung at 
sunset, tind the juice of the tree rus down into it, In the morn 
ing, boforo sunrise, the pots are taken down, and aro generally full, 
‘ho juice is extracted three days in suooossion, and thon tho troo 
is aliowod to rest six days,’ when tho juice is again oxtraoted for 
three days more. 

‘The noxt proooss consists of boiling tho jutoo, and this every 
xyot doos for himself, usually within the limits of tho palm grove, 
‘Without boiling, tho juico speodily fermonts and becomes 
ruseloes ; but when once boiled down, it may be kept for long 
periods. ‘The juioo is thorofore boiled at onc in largo pots 
placed on a perforated domo, beneath which a strong fire is 
Kopt burning, tho pared loaves of the troos boing used with 
other fuel, ‘The juice, which was at first brilliant and limpid, 
‘becomes now a dark brown half-visoid half-solid mass oalled gur, 
which is easily poured, when it is still warm, from the boiling 
pan into tho gharas or earthenware pots in whioh it is ordinarily 
opt. Tt is then sold to refiners, and manufactured into sugar. 

‘Two kinds of sugar aro produood, viz., dalud and paka. 
Dalua sugar is the soft moist, non-granular, powdery sugar used 
chiefly for the manufacture of Indian sweetmoats. The process 
of manufacture is as follows. ‘The pots of gur xovsived by the 
refiner aie broken up and the gur tumbled out into baskets. 
‘Tho surface is then beaten down so as to mako it protty level, 
and *the baskets are placed over opon pans. Loft thus for 
eight days, theemolasses passes through the basket, dropping 
into the open pan beneath, and leaving the more solid part of 
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‘the gur, vin, the sugar in the basket. ur is, in faot, a mixture 
of sugar and molasses, and tho object of the refining is to 
dive off the molasses, which gives a dark colour to the gur. 
‘This oight days’ standing allows a groat deal of the molasses to 
drop out, but not noarly enoagh; and to carry tho process 
further, a rivor wood, called scold, which grows frosly in tho 
Kabadak, is placed on the baskets s0 as to rost on tho top of the 
sugar, ‘The offoct of this wood is to keop up a continual 
moisture; and tho moisture, dosonding through the sugar, 
carries tho molasses with it, lonving tho suger comparutivoly 
whito and freo from molasses, Aftor oight days’ exposuiro with 
seold leuves, about four jnohos on the surface of the mass will be 
found puriflod, Whey aro out ‘off, and tho seold is again 
placed on tho nowly oxposod surface, ‘This and one other 
application will bo suffciont to purify tho whole mass. ‘Tho 
sugar thus collected is moist, and it is theroforo put out to dry in 
tho sun, boing first chopped up so as to provent it oaking. When 
dhy, it ism fair, lumpy, raw sugar, which weighs about 80 per 
cont, of the original mass, the rost of tho gur having passed off 
in molnssos, 

‘Tho sugar produood by the method just desoribod is onlled 
dulud—a soft yellowish sugar. It oan novor bo clean, booauso it 
is clonr, from tho prooogs usod, that whatovor impurity there may 
originally bo in the gur, or whatovor impurity may crogp into 
the sugar during its somowhat rough proooss of manufacture, 
must always appoar in tho Ainishod article, Another objection to 
it is that it tonds slightly to liquefaction, and oannot theryfore be 
kopt for any considerable time. 

Paka sugar is a much cleaner and moro lasting article, ‘To Paka 
produce it, the gur is frst oast upon flat platforms, and as much "¥** 
of tho molasses ns then flows off is collected as first droppings. 

‘Tho rost is collected, put into sacks and squeezed, and a great 
dost of the molassos is thus soparated out. ‘The sugar which 
remains behind is then boiled with water in largo open pans, and 
as it boils, all scum is taken off, , It is then strained and boiled a 
sooond timo, and left to cool in flat basins. ‘When cooled, it is 
alroady sugar of a rough sort, and now eeola leaves are put over 
it, and itis loft to drop. ‘Tho result is a good white sugar, and 
should ony romain at the bottom of the vessels otill unrefined, itis 
again treated with sold, ‘Tho Srst droppings, and the droppings 
under tho seo/4 leaves, aro collected, equoszed again in the sacks, 
and, from the suger left bohind, a scond small quantity of 
rofined: sugar is propared in exactly the samo way by boiling, 
‘Pho droppings from the sacks axe chita gur, and aro not used for 
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forthor sugar manufacture. About 30 per cont, of the original 

weight of the gur is tumed out in tho form of pure paka suger. 
‘The primitive nature of tho methods pursued will be rondily 

understood by an inspootion of a refinery. It genorally cousists 


“of a large open squaro, shut in with a fence, and having sheds 


on ono or two sides of it, whore part of tho work, and spocially 
the storing, is dono. If it is o rofinery for tho manufacture of 
‘pak sugar, wo wilt Gnd sovoral furnaces within tho yard, with. 
‘men buay at cach, keoping up the fire, or skimming the pots, or 
preparing them. If dalua sugar is being made, wo will see many 
rows of baskofs with tho sugar, covored with 10/4 leaves, standing 
to drop. ows of earthen pots with gur or sugar or molnssos, 
according to the stago of manufactaro, are soen on all sides ; and 
in the samo open yard all the different processes aro at tho samo 
timo going on. 

Tho fisheries of Khulnd aro of considerable importanoo, 
affording a large number of persons a moans of livelihood, even 
though they have not yet been properly developéd. ‘The follow- 
ing account of the industry is oxtraoted mainly {rom the Report 
‘onthe Enquiry into the Fisheries of Bengal, by Mr. K. G. 
Gupta, 1.0.,, published in 1907. 

Fishing takes plaoo in tho estuaries and larger channols only 
during the autumn and cold wonther, ie, from October to 
Mareb, until th commenooment of the strong south-west wind ; 
but tho busiost season is from November to February, when 
parties of fishermen venture ont to the soa-face, During this 
period {he fish keop fresh longer and can bo sont to a fair dis- 
tanco; and most of tho fish ought, especially tho larger varieties, 
such os bhekti, nro sont to Calcutta, In the smaller chonnels 
within easy reach of Oaloutia fishing takes plaoo throughout the 
year, and fish are often sent alive to Caloatta in bamboo crates. 
Generally speaking, the greater portion of the Sundarbans tract is 
neglected from the middle of March to th end of September, but 
furthor inland large quantities of prawns re caught, boiled and 
zied for the Burma market during these months. 

‘The numerous waterways ‘comprised in the Sundarbans ° 
constitute one of the most valuable estuarine fisheries in 
Bongol ; but this immense souros of fish supply has as yet barely 
‘been tapped. ‘The number of fishermen employed is small, the 
oats ore unseaworthy, and there is no arrangement for the quick 
despatch of their hauls from the fishing grounds. Much food or 
drinking water cannot bo carried in the miserable boats now 
employed, and it is consequently impossible for the fishermen to 
‘proceed beyond a short distance from their homes and the clearings 
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+ mado for cultivation, The result is that this groat fishery is 
very imporfootly worked, whereas under moro favourable condi- 
tions it could be made to supply not only Caloutta but other 
important maxkots with abundant fish in fresh condition, and also 
support a considerable businoss in prosorved fish. As regards the 
inland fisherios, tho silting up of the rivers at their heads and the . 
reclamation of numerous bil have grontly affected the supply of 
fish for which tho distriot was formorly famous, * 





‘Tho mothods employed for oatching fish aro both numerous Motta t 


and ingenious, One favourite ongino consists of a large’ bag °?™ 
not suspended on two long bamboos’ stuok out at ono side of 
the boat, Sometimes tho boat, with the not thus expanded under 
wator, is driven slowly against tho ourrent, Sometimes otters are 
tied by a zope to the bont, and trained to plunge about on the 
sides of tho not, go as to frighten fish into it, The fisherman then’ 
raisos th not quickly by standing on tho inside ends of the 
bamboos, and thus gets all tho fish that may be in it, Anothor 
common method (rather applicable to marshes than to rivers) 
is ox follows, On tho surfnoo of tho swamps, lage patches of 
weod onllod didp aro formed, which, on the subsidence of thé 
water, somotimes flont out of tho marshes, and so down stream, 
‘Whoso patches tho fishormen fix by placing stakes round thoir 
ciroumforeno9, and then leayo them for a day or two. ‘The fish 
congregate boneath thom, and the fishormon by drawing « not 
round tho plaoo and removing the woods, catoh them in largo 
quantities. “On tho borders of shallow rivers, branches of trees 
ro also plaoed in tho water for tho same purpose, viz., to 
attraot fish to ono plas, On the muddy banks of tidal rivers, 
little branching twigs aro plaood to attract prawns, which cluster 
about the twigs in groat numbers and are easily caught. 

‘Tho fishormen in tho marshes often curry in their boats an 
instrument like a long broom, with spour-heads in place of 
bristles. Whon they pass « big fish, they dart this collection of 
prongs at it, and usually succeed in bringing it up impaled on 
ono of its points, ‘This, however, is nob » regular, but only 
a supplemental, mode of fishing, for men do not go out to 
fish armed solely with this weapon, On narrow shelving banks 
‘a round not is somotimes used, ‘The fisherman goos along 
the bank, watching till he sees a place where somo fish aro 
lying. Ho then throws his net in such a manner, that beforo 
touching the water it has spread out into a large cine... Tho 
edgos of the net aro heavily weighted with lend, and{olling on 
all sides of the fish imprison them, Oage-fishing, by’ moans 
of fixed cages of wickor-work, is also common, Every’ Jittle 
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streamlet, and even the surface drainage of the fields and ditches, 
show arrays of thoso traps placed 60 as to capture fish, Tho 
same method is usod, but on a largor soate, in shallow and 
shiggich rivers, whoro, in many onsos, lines of wicker traps may 
bo soon atrotched aoross tho river from barik to bank. Another 
plan for oaptnting fish: is by attracting them ab night by a 
bright light and trapping them, 

‘Pho methods’ above described are used by single Ssbermen, 
ox by afow mon togethor. ‘Tho fish, however, have sometimes to 
stand moro formidable battnes, when a party go out with note or 
cages, and laying a largo trap, drive into it many hundred fish at 
a timo, 

‘Pho most usual modes of proserving fish are drying in the 
sun, orlifcial hoating, and wot salting. Drying in tho sun is 
tho provess most largely resorted to, especially with the smaller 
kinds. ‘They aro put out in thovsun as caught, without any 
cleaning on mats or on the sand, and after threo or four days are 
gothered up and placed in bags or open baskets for transport. 
‘The lerger kinds aro out open and their entrails removed 
before drying. ‘Thore is always a foul smell involved in this 
process, and the dried stuff does not keop for vory long, especially 
in wet weather. In como ongos the fish is not dried until all 
cfforte to soll it fresh havo failed, and putrofaction has sot in, 

Boiling and drying in tho sun aro mothods omployed only in 
the ono of prawns intended for tho Burma market, for which 
thero aro sovoral dopéts in Khulna, ‘Tho business was introduoed 
somo 25 yours ago by a Muhammadan from Surit, whose oxamplo 
was followed by others, and whoso firm still heads the list, From 
March to September prawns aro ought by fishermen in the 
numerous oreoks and channels of tho district, and by them 
sold frosh to the dealers, who have factories for boiling and 
drying thom, ‘Tho -principal firm uses trolleys and hoated 
chambers for the purpose, in which the drying is completed 
in two or threo hours. ‘The shells are separated by beating, 
wid the innor stuff, which gots broken up into the shape of large 
peas, is paoked in bags, in which it keops for somo time, In 
other cases tho fishermen themselves do the boiling and drying 
and sell the prepared stuff to the dealers, This business brings 
a largo amount of money into tho distriot for distribution to the 
fishing population at a timo when work is otherwise slaok. 

‘Wot salting is a method only employed for proserving Ailsd. 
‘Tho fish aro out up into transverse slices and Kept in earthen pots 
in bring, tamarind being sometimes used. ‘The fish emits a nasty 
smell, and. it takes an acquired taste to relish it. , 
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Boats aro Inrgely used in the conveyance of fish, both fresh 
‘and dried, as well as alive, and a largo part of the supply of 
Calcutta market is sont in this way from Khulna and the 
adjacent districts, Live Uiakti aro put in crates, which aro towed 
by boats and brought all the way from the furthest corners of 
Khulna to Dhup& on the Salt Lake, the journey occupying 
8 to 7 days, but a portion of the cargo is always lost, ‘This 
mode is resorted to more in tho rains ad hot weather, when 
dead fish cannot bo sont fresh by rail. In the oold weathor 
special fast carrior boats are employed by parties of Sundarbans 
fishermen to convey the catches to the nearost railway station. 
At other seasons, slow country boats are in use, but they are so 
slow as to be almost useless for conveying dead fish over any long 
distance. ‘The absonco of rapid menus of conveyance is one of 
the reasons why the Suadarbans fisheries are not worked more 
than they are; and so long as this want is not supplied by the 
establishmont of a corvice of suitable launches, provided with oold 
storage, no great improvement in the supply can be looked for. 

Another importont industry consists of wood-outting, for Wood. 
which thore is emple scope in tho Sundarbans. ‘The regular ‘ting. 
wood-outters live forthe most part just north of the Sundarbans; 
and when the raias have ceased, their eosson begins. A body 
of them stert in a country boat for the Sundarbans—far south 
and near the sea. ‘Their craft is provisioned for four months 
or 0, and during that timo it remains anchored at the place 
which they choose as their headquarters. ‘They themselves 
Jeave the boat every morning to go to their work, and ‘retum 
to it at night in tho same manner as they would come baok to 
their homes. A party usually: consists of ton or fifteon men, 
some of whom are elways Bhawilis or regular wood-outters. 
During the four months they are sbsont, they cut. the 
‘wood, rough-hew it, and bind it into rafts or load it on boats. 
Although gonorally four or five days’ voyage from their villages, 
somie of them from time to time go home to bring news of the 
party, or to report that one cf them has been caught by a tiger or 
alligator. 

‘These regular expeditions are undertaken chiefly. for the 
purpose of procuring the larger kinds of wood, suitable for 
posts, boat-building, eto, but they, as well as the occasional 
wood-ontters, also fell quantities of smaller timber to be used us 
firewood. ‘The occasional wood-outters indude a number of the 
cultivators living within the Sundarbans limits or just beyond 
thom. If they have any spare time, as often happens,—for 
their fields do not employ’ them all the year round,—they take. 
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boat, go down to the Sundarbans foresis, and there cut a cargo of 
‘wood, and bring it up. The demand for wood, and especially for 
firewood, is so great, that it offers ample inducement to oulti- 
vators, even when comparatively well off, to ongago in tho 
trade. 

‘A great portof the wood thus brought up from the Sundarbans 
is sundri, which will not float in its greon state. Tt oomes up either 
as beams, or in short picoss of four or five foot long, intendod for 
firewood, ‘Tho former are transported by being tied outside tho 
‘oats, or aro made up into rafts and floated up along with a mass 
of lightor wood. ‘The emallor piocos are laden in boats, 

Boats being tho chiof moans of locomotion all ovor the distriat, 
boat-building is an industry of somo local importanco, It is 
carried on at Khanji, Khaloa, Nawépira, Daulatpur, Deir, 
Nunnager, Gobindakathi, Basantpur, Debhata, Sripar, Sriximpur 
and Jhinding®. Of these centres of the industry Khanji is the 
most important, large cargo boats being built and repaired there, 
‘The principal olasses of koats aro (1) cargo boats, (2) panshis or 
‘passenger boats, (3) ordinary dingis of various size and shapes, and 
(A) jeha dingte or Gehing boats, which are generally light, long boats 
made for speed. Formerly sundri wood was largely used, as it 
could be had at a low price; but as thet wood is now bought up by 
Jarge deslers, took, sd/, jérul, and iron-wood planks are imported 
from Calouita. Iron-wood, being comparatively cheap and durable 
in salt water, is usod for the bottom, teak for the sides, and sd? for 
the upper part and tho cross beams. ‘The timber is generally 
suprlied by a mahdjan or hy the owner of the bost. The 
carpenters are paid according to the sizo of the hort, the usual 
rate being about Rs, 4 to Rs. 7 per square foot. Their daily 
‘wages vary from 8 to 12 annas per day. 

‘Very simple accessories ond implements are used, and some 
shady place beneath a tree is usually selected for the.carpenter’s 
work, A fair-sized cargo boat, j., one of 600 to 1,000 maunds 
burden, is built in 4 to 6 months. ‘Tho cost of such a bont is 
about Rs. 700, and its market value is about Re. 800. Generally, 
the boats are let out om hire, except dingiz, which are offered 
for sale for Rs. 50 to Rs. 200; the pansifs or green boats are 
often sold for Rs. 200 to Rs. 400; while the large onrgo boats 
sometimes fetch Rs. 1,500. Tho carpenters are generally 
‘Muharmadans or Namasiidres, but sometimes the cultivators 
build small dingis themselves for their own use. 

‘The manufacture of pottery, outlery and. articles of horn is 
.d other places in 
atlchird subdivision, but the other industries of the district 














oobbranions, MANUFACTURES AND TRADT, 128. 


are of little importance, Jewellery is made to a small extent, 
the charactoristio jewellery of tho district boing the mAduli, a 
gold ornament having tho shape of two cones: joined together at 
fhoir bases ond sometimes flattened at the two ends, Resds aro 
oxtonsively used both for mat and basket woaving, ‘Thoy are 
guthoted by the mat-makers, Naluts by onsto, who make 
trips to tho Sunderbans in. the oold weather, rotuming with a 
large quantity of reeds, which they work up into mats ot their 
own homes, Those mats aro gometimes woven of a very large 
fizo, and used in place of carpets; they are much better woven 
thon the ordinary native-mado artiolo. Baskets ore also largely 
manufactured of roeds; and little colonies of beskot-wenvers, 
fis well as of mat-wonvers, dwell just beyond the Sundarbans, 
During the cold. weather they migrato to somo plaoo in the 
Bundarbans, and romain thero weaving baskets, which moot 
with a roady snlo, as they aro required for the rice harvest, 
When tho oala weather is over, they return to their villages with , 
f largo stock of rveds, and go on with the menufaoture in their 
own houses, 
‘Tho long lont of tho Nipa frudicans, locally called yolpata, 

which growsextensively in the Sundarbans, makes  wofe! thatch 

Jog matorial for nativo huts, almost evory one of whish is roofed 
‘wich this leaf, Honey and. beos? wax aro collooted in the forest, 
Bholle, gathered both on tho banks of rivers and roamhos, and on 

the sea-shoro, aro burnt down into Hme, Khulud is the principal 
pleco whore Time-burning goos on, Lime mado in this way is 
Thiofly useful for plaster and was used in many old buildings 

‘At tho end of the 18th contury largo quantities of it wore sont 

{o Onlvutta, to bo omployed in building or repairing Government 
louse, ‘Tho shells from whioh it is mado are of two kinds—a 

jong sort called jomrd, and a round govt called jainuk, Tho ashes 

of the sholl-lime, mixed with water, form the lime ash, or oun, 
which natives chew with pan leaf. 

"Tho exports. of Kbuin& consist mainly of its suxplus orops tease. 

and tho natural products of its forests and xivors. ‘Tho export 

af fish is considerable, and Calcutta is dependent for a large part 

of its supply on this and tho adjacent distriots. Quantities of 
timber and firewood are exported from the Sundarbans, besides 
other jungle products, such as ehells, honey, boos” wnx, the thatch- 

ing loaves called golpa/d, canes and xoods, ‘The agricultural 
exports oonsist mostly of rice, paddy snd jute, besides 1 certain 
Gmount of gram and oil-seeds. ‘Tho exports of rice bulk most 
Targoly, as the outtarn is more than sufficient for local consump 
tion, Botel-nuts and coconuts are also an important export. ‘Tho 
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oxports of manufactured axtioles aro of little valuo, consisting 
almost entirely of molasses or sugar mado from dato juice and 
of coarse matting manufactured from the reeds found in the 
aumerous bids and marshes. 

A rurel population such as that of IChulot has but few wants, 
and tho chia? imports oonsist of artiolos of necessity, which oithor 
cannot be produced at all or cannot bo produced cheaply in tho 
district, such a8 raw cotton, cotton twist, cotton pieos-goods, 
hardware, glasewaro, sugar (rofined), shoos, Kkorosono oil, coal and 
coke, lime and tobaooo, 

Tring ‘Tho prinoipal onstos engaged in oommeroo aro Kiyasths, ‘Lolis, 
chwhBarnis, Sthis, Malos, Banike, Namasiidres and Mubammadans, 
Besides the rogular merchants and shop-keepors of tho towns and 
villages, thoro aro a number of traders carrying on businoss in the 
Sundarbans, Somo of thom havo large boats, with which thoy 
Visit the clearings, andl ond up oargoos close to whore the grain 
grows, Others, stationod at some village, buy up grain when thoy 
an got it, and ship it thomuolves or all it to laxgor tradors, And 
ovorywhero there will be found class of traders oallod furida, 
who insoxt thomsolves botwoen tho moro potty sollers and tho ‘ 
rogular trador or depari, buying up in very small quantities, and 
when 1 cortain bulk has been accumulated, waiting for the Jepari 
to come to buy, or taking the grain to him to soll it. In thoso 
ways tho x00 passes’ from tho band of the cultivator into 
that of the trader (bypari) or merchant (mahajan), Tho trador 
in man who has a capital, perhaps of Rs, 800 or Rs, 400, . 
Ho somotimos exports his purchased rico himsolf, taking it to a 
morchant in Ooloutta or elsowhore, who will buy it, and s0 give 
hhim money to uso for a seodnd similar transaction ; ox ho will sll 
it on tho spot to tho larger exporting morohants, mon who have 
Jargo firms. in Caloutta and agonoies in the producing districts. 
fom +. At Khulna thoro is a loan company known as the Kbulnt 
com, Loan Company. ‘Tho rate of interest charged by it varies from 
Ra. 0 to Rs. 18-12 por oont., in proportion to the amount and 
according to tho value of the soounity offered in omamente or landod 
property. It is reported that tho rato of interest being high, only 
the zamindars and middle classes derive any advantage from the 
Company, and that while it is » great help to thom, eultivators are 
unable to secure loans. Attempts are being made to establish 
Cooperative Oredit Societies in as many villages as possible, to 
enable tho latter to borzow monoy when required at reasonable 
rates. In 1905-06 only ono suoh-society had been started, but in 
1907-08 ‘altogether twenty-five were established, and the people 
are beginning to take a moro active interest in them. 
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Tho cbiot tmde oontros are:—in tho Khuin& subdivision, trade, 
Khulof, Daulatpur, Pholtals, Altipur, Képilmuni, Chukoagar, 
Ghalok, Jalms, Dumria and Kutishat ; in the Bagherhtt subdivi- Pa 
sion, Bagherhit, Fakichat, Mansi, Jatrapor, Kachut, Chitalmari, 
Gaurambha ond Morrellganj ; aud in the Sitkhirk’ subdivision, 
Bardal, Patkelghtts, Kaliganj, Kaltros, Debhita, Chinduris, : 
Bausontpur, Astsuni, Tala and Nawabiuki, The trade of Khulns 
ie onrriod on gonorilly at pormanoat markots and /dts, 
poriodioal markots held at difforent villages, to which the oalti- 
vvators bring their rice forsslo, aud whore they purchase in roturn 
thoir little home stores and necessaries, 

A. dowoription of ono of these market villages. will apply xan. 
to all, and the following account of one of them is extracted, 
with » fow nooessary modifications, from Sir James Westland’s 
Report, If one were to s00 such a village on an ordinary day, 
‘ono would see a fow eleepy huts on tho river bank, and pass 
it by an some insignificant village, The huts Gro many of them 
shops, and thoy aro situated round a squaro; but there are no 
purchasers (0 bo soon, and tho square is dosorted. ‘Tho day before 
tho Adt is held, however, large mative craft come up from 
all direotione, and anchor along tho banks of the river and 
hal, waiting for the market. Next day boats pour in from all 
dirootions laden with grain or conveying purchasers. People who 
trade in eatables bring their tobaooo and turmeric to meet the 
domand of the thousend cultivators who have brought their rice to 
market, and who will take away with thom a weok’s stores. ‘The 
river and HA? become alive with native raft aud boats, pushing 
in among each other, and literally covering the face of tho water, 
Sales aro going on rapidly amid all tho hubbub, and the traders 
and morobants aro filling thoir ships with the grain which the 
husbandmen havo brought alongside and sold to them. ‘Tho 
groater part of the traffio takes place on the water; but on land+ 
too it is w busy sight. On water or ont land, thero is probably a 
ropresontative from neatly every house for miles round. ‘They 
havo come to sell their grain and to buy their stores; numberless 
hawkers have come to offer their stores for sale,—oil, tarmerio, : 
tobacco, vegetables, and all the other Inxuries of a peasant’s life, 
By the evening the business is done; the husbandmen tura their 
boats homewnrds; the hawkers go off to the noxt market village, 
or go to procure fresh supplies ; and with the frst favourable tide 
the boats woigh anchor, and take their cargoes away. Next 
morning the place is deserted for another woek. 

‘The extemal trade of the distriot is carried on chiefly by means trsdo 
of the Eastern Bengal State Reilway, steamers and ordinary ts 
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‘argo ‘boats, ‘The intemal trado is oarvied on chiefly by country 
oats plying along tho Bhairab, Jamunt, Kanksiali, Kalindi, 
Kabadak, Madhumati, Atharabanka, Riipsi, Bhadra, and Passur, 
‘amd along the numerous rivers and oreoks intorsooting the 
istrict, most of which aro navigable all the year round, —‘Thoro 
aro two principal trado routos in this distriot, ‘Tho first entors 
tho distrib at Snchindaha Hit and prococds vid Alaipur to 
Khulna, and thoneo to Baitighita. foro it divides into two 
channels, which mect at Bardal, Tho upper channel, which oan 
bo usod by small country boats and lawnchos but is ofton not 
navigable by steamors and Largo boats, proceeds vid Surkbali Hat. 
‘Tho lower channel, which is used by small stormors and largo 
country bonts ond is always open, prooveds vid Chalnd Lat, ‘tho 
former is part of the Innor Bont loute, and the latter of the 
Outer Boat Routo, Irom Pardal tho route goes on to Kaliganj, 
and leaves the distriot at Basontpur, from which it proceeds 
through the 24-Pargenas to Caloutta, ‘Tho trade of tho Ganges, 
as woll as that from Sirijganj, portions of Mymonsingh, Dacoa, 
Rangpur, and beyond, oomes by this route, ‘Tho scoond groat 
routo, known as tho Stoamor Routo, comes from Barisal, entors 
this diatriot at Morrellganj, and pang through the uninhabited 
forosts of tho Sundarbans leds to Caleutta, ‘This is used by 
Jnrgo steamers, flats and timber boats, and is tho great channol of 
tendo from tho Meghné side of Dacca, Mymonsingh and 'Tippera, 
Sylhet and Notkhali. 
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MEANS OF COMMUNICATION, 


‘Tre north of the district is tappod by tho Bastern Bengal Stato Gen 
Railway, whioh has a liné running as far as Khulnd, ‘he ** 
romaindor of the distriot is almost entigely depondent on water 
‘communications, for tho whole oountry is intersooted by estuaries 
and water channels, ‘The rogular route of the river-borno trade 
from Onloutta to Eastern Bongal lios through tho distriat, and 
it in woll sorved by stoamers, For intorual communication 
countxy boats provide the prinoipal means of transport, owing to 
tho ramioation of water channels, which enable boats to find thoir 
way {0 every villoge and almost to the door of every cottage, 
Vor tho samo reason roads aro neoossarily fow in number and 
short in longth, and boing wnmotalled—for in this fen conntyy 
stono quarries and kankir beds are unknown—thoy aro of little 
uso during tho rainy soason, ‘ 

Rogarding the question of oxtending tho means of oommuni- 
‘cation, the following romarks, reoorded by the District Magistrate 
in 1905, may be quoted :— It has boon a wonder to mo at timos 
-that in’ places where oart trafic is limited, and boat journoys 
fre gonorally resorted to for locomotion, ‘thero should bo any 
road at all but going to tho intorior I notioo tho groat want of 
communioation betwoen villagos situated at some distance from 
the vivor banks. I have also soon tow-paths mado hy Publio 
‘Works funds and by some of tho zamindiirs not suficiently brond 
to pormit of two persons walking abreast; and this has led mo 
to think. that in our future famine schomo we should convert 
theso tow paths into river embankmonta sufiojently lage to 
allow a oart to be driven, if not two, ‘Those will effoiontly pro. + 
vont the salt wator from getting into the folds and villages, 
‘and also be a ssfor means of communiontion than boats when 
rivers are boisterous and small dingis oannot ply. I am not in 
favour of mefalling any more roads in this district, ‘Those that 
‘wo possess aro sufficient, but in places where the soil becomes 
impassable in the rains, some parts may bo metalled. If tho 
railway lino is oxtendod to Satkhird, and then on to Khulna or 
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Daulatpur oi@ Obuknagar, it will opon out a part of tho country 
which is linble to famine, T also hope that tho railway may in 
time be extended to Baghorhit end thon on to Morrellganj, when 
it will tap all tho grain and jute traffic from Backergungo and 
‘ring them within easy ronch of Caloutta.”” 

_ Warm Tn any acoount of tho waterways of Khulna first placo must 

Gumone.” bo given to tho system of navigable channols, known as tho 
Caloutta and Enstorn Canals, or somotimes aa tho Oiroular and 
Bastorn Canals, which oamy tho prodtoe of Knstorn Bengal and 
the Brehmaputra Valloy to Calouttn, 
Csleatts ‘Tho Catoutta and Eastorn Canals run through this distriot 
and Rat’ and tho 24-Parganas in Bengal, and through tho distriots of 
Faridpur and Backorgungo in Enstorn Bengal. ‘Thoy havo o 
total longth of 1,127 miles, of whioh 47 milos aro axtifloial canals 
or outs connecting tho tidal channels, ‘The romainder aro natural 
channels, mainly tho tidal orecks aud rivers of the Sundarbans, 
which stretch eastwards from tho Hooghly across tho Ganges 
delta, ‘Tho ‘channels aro undor tho supervision and control of 
Government, and tolls are chargod on vessels whon thoy ontor 
the Oiroular anal at Dhapt look 6 miles onst of tho Hooghly. 
‘This is one of tho most important aystems of inland navigation 
inthe world, judging by the volume of tho trafic, which averagos 
a million tons per annum, valued at noarly four million sterling, 
‘Tho situation of Caloatta makes it tho natural outlet for tho 
Gangos valley, and this position has beon onormously strengthened 
by tho construction of railways ; but othor measuros wore nocossary 
to onnble it to tap tho trade of tho Brahmapatzn valloy and to 
fooas tho rich traffo of tho enstorn distriots. ‘Tho intormediato 
country is a maze of tidal crooks, for the most part running north 
and south, but connected hore and thero by oross-channels, wide 
near tho sea-faco but narrow and tortwous further inland. ‘Those 
inland channels are constantly shifting as the deposit of silt raises 
ae thelr beds, while on tho othor band the groat estuarios near the 
son-faco are not navigable hy country boats from June to October, 
owing to the strong sea-broozos which prevail during tho south. 
‘wost monsoon. , 
‘ ‘This system of channels was dovised, therofore, in order 
to allow country boats to pass from tho onster districts to 
Galoutta by o direct inland rotite, and tho problem has been to 
keep the natural cross-chamnels cloar of silt, and to connoot 
them with each other and with Onloutta by a systom of artificial 
canals. The channels havo been in uso for many years, and it 
is along thom that the rico, jute and oil-soedg of Eastern Bengal, 
the ten of Assam and. Ofchir, and the jungle produce of the 
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Sundarbans pour into Caloutte, while they aléo oarry the exports of 
salt, piooo-goods and kerosene oil from Caloutta to those districts, 

‘To tho oast the objective of the system is Baristl, tho hoad- 
quarters of tho grent vioe-growing distaiot of Backergungo, situated 
187 milos enst of Catoutin, ‘Thoro aro throo alternative routes 
to Barisil known as tho Inner Boat Ronto, tho Ontor out 
Route, and the Steamer Route, ‘The Tnnor Bont Route, which 
is usod by small countsy bouts and launches, passes along tho 
Bhingar oansl and Sibsi river to Khulna, and thence by the 
Bhairab xivor to Pirojpur and Barisil, ‘The Outer Bont Route, 
which is usod by small stoamoss and largo country boats, follows 
‘Tolly's Nullah and the Bidyadhart river to Canning, and then 
atrikos to the north-onst, ‘The channels it follows in. this distriot 
will bo soon in tho map. ‘Tho Steamor Routo, which ia used by 
largo steamers and flats, follows tho Hooghly river as far as tho 
Baritala orook botwoen Stgar island and tho mainland, and then 
‘turns ooat and north-onst, Working its way through various crooks 
and channels in the Sundarbaos till it moots the two routes 
proviously dosoribed at Pisojpur. 

Tnoludod in this ayatem is an important channel, known as 
tho Midiripur Bi! route, which in the rains forms a diroot moons 
of communioation botween the railway torminus at Khun’ and 
Madésipar and othor juto ootros, ‘Tho Midaripar Bi, it may bo 
oxplainod, is a largo inland depression, in tho Faridpur distriot, 
betwoon tho Kumar and Madhumatt rivors, and tho channel 
through it shortons the journey botwoon Khulni and Madiripur 
Yy 89 miles, ‘The improvement of this routo, so as to make it 
navigable for juto-ladon stoamors and flats during tho rains, wus 
commenced in'1900, and has sinoo boon comploted, ‘The channel 
in now to be further deoponed and widened, so as to mako it 
navigable throughout the year. 











‘The following is o desmiption of the principal routes pro~ Pieizt 


coding from onst to wost. 

Proceeding from Barisal, the Inner Bost Route follows tho 
‘Madhumati and then goes along the Bhairab, passing by Kechas 
and Baghorhit, as for as Khulnt, From Khulna the route 
follows tho Riipsi river to Baitaghaté, whonoo it pases by 
Surkbali to Deluti, and thenco by tho Sibsi river oid Paikgicha- 
to the Kabadak, It then goes on past Astauni to Kéliganj and 
thenoo to Basontpur, after which it follows tho Jamuné as far as 
‘Hussinabad, and ovontually leads to Caloutta, 

The Outer Boat Route branches off from the former at 
Bailighata, and striking southward iy the Kaaibacha follows a 
Somi-ciroular course along the Dhiki aid Manis, till it rejoine 
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tho Inner Bost Routo near Chindkhali, It then leaves it again 
near Asisuni, and follows the Kholpetua, Gulghasit and Banstala 
but rejoins at tho junction of the Dinstalé with tho Kanksiali 
Kha}, An alternativo route strikes northwards from Asisuni to 
Batkhird; ond from Husainabad it pursues a northerly coureo 
slong the Kalindi, 

‘Phe Steamer Route ontors this district at Morrellganj and then 
follows the Baruikhal os far as Jindhira, It posses Chandpai a 
little further on, and then pursues a circuitous south-westerly 
course through the Sundarbans, leaving this district ot its south- 
‘western. comer, 

‘To the north-west tho chief boat xouto entors tho distriot from 
Tessore, and after reaching tho junction of the Kabadak with the 
Marichohap river, procoods by tlio latter as far as its junction with 
the Bein and the Kholpstus, where it divides into two channels, 
Large boats pass along tho Kholpotui, Gnlghasis, Bénstala and 
Kénksiali channels to Kaliganj, while smaller boats enter tho 
Sobnali at its junction with the Kholpetaa and procoed to Kali- 
ganj by the Gontiskhali, Habs Gang, Sitalkhali, Jhapjhapia 
and Kénksiali, ‘The route through the Sitalkhali has been 
shortened sinco the opening of the Gcbinda Kats hal, and boats 
of all sizes now pass through it, rom Kaliganj tho route pro- 
coeds through the Jamunt os far as Basantpur, whero it again 
@ivides forming an inner and an outer passage. Tho ontor 
passage enters tho 24-Parganas through tho Kélindi river and 
tho Sahebkhali and Barokulia Whale, while tho inner passage 
proceeds by the Jamunt from Basantpur to Husnintbad, whore it 
enters a channel called the Husninabid idl. 

ther routes branch off north, cast and south from Khulna, 
‘Pho chist northem route procoeds up the Athirabinks, the 
‘Madbumati end the Garai into the Padma or main channel of the 
Ganges, and carries the river trade of Northem Bengal during 
the season when the Nadia rivers ere closed. In recent years, the 
silting up of this xouto has led to its abandonment by steamers, 
‘The eastern route from Khulné passes down the Bhairab and 
then by Barisil through tho Backexgunge distriot to Dacca, 
‘Tho main southern route connects Khulué with Morrellganj. 

Besides the rivers, there are soyeral improved natural channels, 
of which a list is given below:—(1) A small artificial creck, 3 
miles long, leads from the Kabadak at a point 4 milos noxth of 
Ohundkdhali, to the Sibsi river, which comes up from Paikgicha, 
This channel, whioh is navigable all the year round, is about 3 
miles long and was constructed some years ago to savo tho boat 
trafic of the enstor distriots from having to make a long detour 
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northwards, It perpetuates tho namo of tho Assistant Engineer 
who excavated it, for tho village whioh sprung up at its western 
ond is callod Milletiganj and the creck itself Milloltganj What, 
(2) Tho Kabadak is also connestod with the Btuskhuli Z/at (one 
of the inner Sundarbans kfa/s) by tho Kata Xhal, by which a 
grout bond of the river is avoided. ‘This hha? was excavated by 
Babu Prin Nath Chaudhri, and is used by the sugar boats from 
Kotohtudpur, Jhingorgtcht and ‘Trimohini on tho Kabadak in 
Tessoro, But the rush of water at obb tide is vory great, andits 
navigation consequently requires care, (3) The Nay Kata Khat 
onds from tho Kumrakhili to tho Bairk Bil, It is 2 miles 
Jong and is navigablo all tho yoar round. (4) Tho Satkhira 
Kata X/al (6 wiles long) connects tho Bairk Bi! Mhale and tho 
Botni river, Small boats passing up the Botnk Ging to Caloutta 
and back uso this Kia’ as a short out; but it is silting up, 
and has booomo a roooptacle for the filth and drainage of the 
villages along its banks, Its exoayation would involve a 
largo expenditure of money, and is said to bo inadvisable, as it 
world soon silt up again, unless provided with looks at both 
ends, (6) Tho Dandia Kati Zhai, (6 milo slong), connects the 
Kabadak and tho Botné river, It is navigable for its whole 
length only during tho rains, nnd as for as Sonorgiuti, a dis- 
tanoo of 3 miles, for tho rest of tho year, (6) Tho Jogikhali 
Khal connoots tho Passur with Nawiptrt. (7) The Gobinda 
KAti hal or Wosirpur Kata 1ha1 (3 milos long) joins tho 
Keankesiali with tho Guntiakhali; both those aro navigablo all tho 
yoor round, Besides those als, two othor Afals may be mon= 
tioned, viz,, tho Alsipar Jha), which was ro-oxoavated some yours 
ago eo as to open out communication with the oastern disizits, 
and the Asieuni Xia in tho Sitkhirs subdivision, threo miles 
of whioh havo boon despened rovently so as to reopen tho short 
route to Oaloutta, All these kiale hove to be cleared of silt 
periodioally. 

‘Tho distriot is served by soveral stoamer services, ‘Tho Steamer 
Khulni-Nardyanganj Daily Mail |Sorvico éonneots Khulna with" 
the districts of Backorgunge, Faridpur, Vipera and Dacos, 
while the Cachir-Sundarbans Daily Despateh Servioe oalling at 
‘Morrellganj plies throngh the Bundarhans to Baxistl, Chéndpur, 
Nartyonganj ond Assam. ‘Thero used to bo a doily feeder 
service botweon Khulnt, Bigherhit and Morvellganj, but this has 
beon discontinued lately owing to the silting up of the AlAipur 
Khal between Altipur aud Manbhog, Khulni is also oonnostod 
by the Magur& scrvico with Magura in Jessore, and by the 
Botlmtri service with Boalmiri in Faridpur, Other stoamor 
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services run from Khulod (o Lohigar’ in Jessore, and from 
Kapilmuni, slong the Kabadak, to Kotchindpur in Jessore, 
topping the railway at Jhingorgicha, Another line plying 
between Pirojpur and Nesirpur touches at Kachua, end in the 
xainy eonton a service is oponed from Madaripur to Khulnd for 
jute traffic, passing along tho Mndipur Zit route. 

The central section of tho Masten Bengal Stato Railway 
connects Khulné with Galoutta and tho adjoining distriots of 
Tessore, Nadi and tho 24-Parganas, ‘The terminus is at Khulna, 
and there aro two other stations, Danlatpur and Phultala, tho 
length of the lino in tho district being about 13 mites, Proposals 
for extending the Birisat-Basirhat light sailway to Satkhira 
are under consideration. 

‘Pho district roads maintained by the District Board hove « 
Iength of 685°6 miles, of which 608 miles aro unmotalled and 
276 miles aro metalled, and there ave also a number of villago 
yonds, with an aggregate length of 928 miles, undor its control. 
‘Those roads are all contained in the north of the distriot, and a 
zeforoncs to the map will show that the southern portion of the 
district is entirely without this means of communication—and 
neoossarily £0, as itis out up in all directions by water-chnnnols, 
‘which atford a more convenient moans of transport, ‘The following 
{a an account of the moro important roads. 

Tn the Khuln& subdivision tho most important rood is that 
from Khulna to Rajghat on the northern boundary of the dis- 
triot ; this is the old road to Jessore, but its importance las 
much decreased sinoo the opening of the railway, which follow 
nearly the same line, Its length within the district is 17. miles 
‘of which 6} miles are metalled. ‘From Danlatpur on this road 
a long oross-country road, 83 miles long, has beon made to 
Sitkhiet, Other important xonds in this subdivision are the 
road from Khulna to Baghorhat, 20 miles long, of which a 
little over half a mile neor Bagherhat is metalled and the road 
from Tala to Paikgich@, 14 miles long. The other ronds aro 
mainly feeders of those mentioned above. 

In the Satkhira subdivision the principal rond is that from 
Satkhira to Chanduria, 22 miles long. ‘his is an important 
trade route, as it connects the Adda of Kadamtalé, Kolaros, 
Sonaberié and Chinduria, and is much used for the transport 
of suger, which is exported by wator from Ohinduris, A 
continuation of this road runs from Satkbiré to Bhomré, a 
distance of 9 miles, and finally goes to Cileutta vid Busichat 
and Birisat ; but the part of the road lying within this district 
js metalled, ‘Tho only other ronds oalling for separate montion 
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in this part of the district aro those from Alaipur to Debhats 
(12 mites), from Kaligenj to Iswaripur (124 miles), and from 
Sutkhira to Budhhata (7} mil 

Tn the Baghorhut subdivision the prinofpal roads ero the 
Khulns-Bughorbat road already mentioned, which is continued 
to Bongong, and the rond from Baghorhat to Rampal (16 miles) 
with a continuation to Ohandpai, 4 miles furthor on, ‘Thess two 
roads aro connected by a oross-country road betwen Bagherhat 
and Rimptl ‘The mojority of tho ronds in the subdivision are 
merely paths along tho rivers and ostuarios, 

‘The district contains altogether 74 post offices and 478} Posse 

niles of postal communication, ‘Ths number of postal artioles cartons. 
doliverod in 1906-07 was 2,879,396 including 1,564,888 post 
cards and 940,342 letters, ‘Tho value of money orders issued 
in that your was Rs, 15,89,684, and of those paid Rs. 933,689, 
‘Tho total wumber of Savings Banks deposits was 7,042, the 
amount deposited being Rs. 5,64,614. Thor are five postal 
tolograph offices situnted at Khuln&, Baghorhat, Pokirbat, 
Morrellganj and Sitkhiré, from which 11,000. telographio 
‘mossoges were issued in 1906.07, 
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LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 


Dunia tho period of Mughal rulo tho country appears to 
have boon paroolled out among a fow largo zamindars, ‘The 
most influential of thoso znmindars wore tho Rujas of Jossoro or 
Chinohra, the nnolous of whoso estutos consisted of paryanaa 
Saiyadpus, Amidpux, Mundagicha and Mallikpur, part of the 
territory wrested from Pratapiditya, ‘Theso parganae wore 
granted to Bhabeswar Rai as a roward for his services in tho 
‘wor against that obief ; and his desoondants, ospecially Manchar 
Rai (1649-1705), oxtonded tho limits of the estate until it 
comprised nearly all tho parganas now included in tho district, 
Tt was finally divided into two portions by Sukh Deb Rai, who 
assigned a quarter sharo to his brother Syam Sundar Rai, on 
whose death without heirs it was resumed by the Nawab and 
granted fo a noblemen of Lis court nomed Salah-ud.din Khtn, 
‘This latter estato was composed principally of lands in parganas 
Saiyadpur and Sthos and was Imown os tho Saiyadpur zamindixi, 
Tho threo-quortors share which the Raja of Joseoro retained was 
called the Yusnfpur estato, after the name of the principal pargana 
included in it, It extended over the whole country between the 
Bhairab and Passur rivers on tho east almost up to the Iohha- 
mati on the west, whilo its northern limit was the tract through 
which the high road ran from Calontta to Dacon, ‘The greater 
port of the district was included in these two estates, but there 
wore also a fow smnller properties not absorbed by them, which 
belonged to different families, The largest extended over par- 
ganas Hoglt and Belphulia, while another was included in 
pargana Suliinpur-Khararis, ‘Thro wore other smaller proper- 
ties soattored over tho district, but they were rather fragments 
of larger properties, which had heen soparated by purchase or 
grant, and not estates whioh had always had a separato existence, 

‘Thore wos this further distinction that tho-zamindars in 
possession had no share in the'ndminisiration like the larger land 
holders. At tho same time, the latter appoar to have boon rather 

‘This aceout of the vovenvo listory of the atric has bem compiled from 
Bir Jamen Welland's Report on the Distret of Jeore, 
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éontractors for land revonue than actual owners of landed estates 
peying revenue to Government. ‘Thus, we find that Manohar 
Rai was given authority to collect and pay in the revenue 
of the smallor estates in his neighbourhood, and that he gradually 
Aoquired a Iaxge properly by paying up arrears when tho small 
umindars defaulted and by engaging for its future payment, 
‘Tho same method of aggrandizoment was followod by his son, 
0 that apparently the revonne of tho smaller estates was paid 
through the owners of the largo zaminditis, who ooald aoquire 
thom in caso of dofault by paying up tho arroars and engaging 
for the futuro, 

When the Dieani of Bengal, which included the administra. 
tion of civil justioo as well as the collection of revenue, was 
conferred upon the East India Company in 1765, it was not at 
first considered advisable to entrust the immodiate management 
of tho latter to Wuropean officors, who had had no experience of 
ite intrioaoies, But in 1769 Suporvisors woro appointed by Mr. 
Verelst -with powors of supervision over tho native officers 
omployed in collecting tho revenue and administoring justico in 
diferent parts of the country; and in 1770 Counoils, with 
superior authority, wero establishod. at Murshidabad and Patna, 
‘Tho Supervisors wore instruoted to obtain full information rogand- 
ing the produco and oupaoity of the land, to givo details not 
only of the revenue, but also of tho cesses or other demands 
mado from tho cultivators, and to report on the rogulation of 
commeroe and tho administration of justice, ‘Tho information 
elicited by thes enquiries showed that tho intornal govornment 
was in a state of profound disorder, and that tho people were 
sufforing great oppression, Novortheloss, sovon yonrs olapaed 
from the woquisition of the Diwani before the Government 
Aoemed itself competent to romody these defects, It was not till 
1772 that the Court of Directors rorolved to “stand forth as 
Diwan, and by the agonoy of the Company’s servants to tako 
upon themsclves the entire care and management of tho 
revenue.” A Board of Revenue was socordingly appointed 
ab Onloutta, the Supervisors were given the designation of 
Collsotors, and a native officer styled Dian, who was chorn by 
the Board, was assoofated with each Collestor in the control of 
revenue affairs. Tho Kuropean officers were recalled, however, in 
1774, and native agonts (amils) appointed in their stead. It 
‘was not till 1786 that a Buropean Collector was again appointed 
for each distriot, the first in Jessore being Mr, Henokell, who 
‘was vested with the united powers of Collector, Civil Judge and 
Magistrate, 
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‘The north of tho district, in common with other districts of 
Bonga, was sottled in the year 1772 for a term of five years, on the 
expiry of which yearly sottlomonts were mado with the zmindirs 
till the Doconnial Settlomont of 1790, Whon tho settlement 
of 1772 was mado, it was based on tho enguixios mado by an 
officor named Mr, Lene, whom the Commiltoe of Revenue had 
Geputod to mako an catimato of tho zamndtrs' assots, No furthor 
enquiry was mado, and when tho task of making tho yearly setilo- 
ments devolved upon the Collector, he hud fow sottled prinofples 
and littlo detailed information to help him, Mo not unnaturally 
mado a rough caloulation, and got tho zamindix to undertake 10 
pay a8 muoh as ho could bo made to consent to. If no amicable 
fottloment could bo arrived at, (he umnindix was tomporarily 
ousted, and tho Oollootor tried by direst colloctions to xoulizo the 
estimated revenue, ‘The samo courso was adopted in caso of 
arxears, and tho dofulting zamindir was also liable to bo pub 
into jail, tho salo of ostaton for arrears boing opparontly an 
expodiont which had nob boon thought of ab tho time, In ono 
conto at loost the authorities followed the old Mughnl plan, when 
the samindirs of tho Sultinpur estato dofaulted in paymont of 
tho domand, ‘They woro dispossoased, and tho ostato was trans- 
forred to ono Kisl Nuth Datta on his paying up tho arroars and 
engaging to pay tho xovenue accruing in futuro, 

‘The annual seltloments of Iand xovenuo, basodl on euch imper= 
feot data, resulted in an incronsod assossmont overy yoor and 
operated vory harshly upon tho zamindiss, Many wore plungod 
in dob, and thoir embarrassmont renctod on their tonanta, from 
whom they squeezed as much as they could got, “Tho zamin- 
dirs,” writes Sir James Wostlond,  unoortain of to-morrow, and 
having little enough for to-day, fell back on the ryote and deter- 
mined to get the utmost out of them; they wore pinched in thoir 
turn, and progress of any sort was rondored impossible, No 
ryot would improve his land or extend his cultivation when, ho 
know that the zaminday would at once demand all the advantago 
that might acorue ; end no zamindér would attempt improvement 
of his estate when ho knew tho cortain rosalt would bo an 
increased domand, and an indoterminately incressed demand, on 
the part of tho Collector. The mutual distrust between Govern- 
ment, zomindar and xyot—the natural consequence of an annual 
settlement system, especially where no principles were laid down 
asa basis to work upon—barxed oll progress, and remedy was 
loudly. called for.” ‘ 

In 1790 the Deconnial Settlement wes cartied out by Mr, 
Rocke, who had succeeded Mr, Henckell tho year before, and 
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was dodlared permanent in 1793, ‘This settlement, as is well Pama. 
known, wus a great advance upon the previous system, and 3 
involved a great donl more than a mere settlement of the revenue ween 
to be paid by zamindirs, Hitherto, at ench sottloment the aesets 

of the estato had beon estimated; and the zamindar retained the 
produoo of his rent-free lands, together with a suitable but not 
acourately defined allowanos, and handed over the remaindor to 

the Government, A fixed demand was now settled, and at the 

same time the zamindirs were bound in their turn to make a 
similar sottlement with their ryots, so that the profits from 
oxtonsion of cultivation and from the settlement of new ryots 
would be enjoyed by the samindkr, while the profits from 

the improvement of each xyot’s holding would be obtained by the 

ryot himself. : 

Another important change of system consisted in the separa- 
tion of dopondont talukdars. Theso wero a class of minor 
samindirs oxeated by, and paying their revenue through, the 
regular zamindirs. The ¢a/uks wore of two classes, pala, 04 
founded upon a leaso or patta, and kharida, i.s., purchased. 
In oithor caso they had boon created by the zamindax, who, in 
return for an adequato consideration, made over to the taiukdar 
almost his entire rights in a small portion of his estate, subject 
to the payment of an annual rent, In this way zamindars 
anxious to realize money had granted away largo portions of 
their estates cither rent-froo.or on quit-rent tonures. Govern 
ment now ordered that these grants should be separated from 
tho parent estate, ‘2. instead of paying their revenue to the 
aamindar, tho ¢dlukdars should pay it direot to Government, 
‘Thoy were thus placed on the footing of other zamindtxs, but 
those who were bound by their engagements to pay revenuo 
through the zamindars only, wore held not to bo entitled to 
separation, Another change effected at the same time was the 
abolition of srir dues, ie, duties levied at ha/e ox markets upon 
goods brought for sale, 

Apert from those and a fow other circumstances, the basis of 
tho sottlement was tho settlement of tho previous year or the 
Collestor’s calculations, which were aooopted for all. but the largest 
estates, in respeot of which the Board went into details, and 
somewhat modifed his estimate, ‘That tho terms were not very 
fayouroblé to the zamindas, will be seen from the figures show- 
ing the settlements of the largest estates, Yusafpur being settled 
at Rs, 3,02,872 or about Rs. 6,000 more than the demand of 
tho provious year, while the Seiyadpur estate was made to.pay 
Rs, 90,583 or Hs, 2,000 more than the previous. year. Somo of 
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the zamindérs, the mmindar of Yusnfpur partioularly, fought hard 
for a modification of the terms proposed, but finally haa to 
ocept them. In tho ond, most of tho groat samindar families 
‘wore rained and lost their estates owing to sovoral causes. ‘Tho 
assossment was too high, and the entiro assots could not bo 
realized, as the xyots wero too strong and tho Inw too wenk for 
the zamindtrs, While tho low insistod upon tho immodiato 
payment of tho full amount domandod from tho Jattor, it plaood 
in their bends the most insufficient moana of collecting their 
duos, For, if any syot failed to poy his rent, thoy had to go 
through the dilatory, expensive, and by no mosns cortain 
of suing him in court and oxcouting a doores against bim—if 
the ryot hed not meantime taken edvantego of tho delay and 
absoonded. Lastly, tho Permanent Nottlemont, by declaring 
states to be the xamindars’ proporty, but transferable by sale, had 
facilitated their transference to oreditors. ‘Tho zamindars before 
the settlement were many of them in debt, and now somo at least 
had to part with their Innds to moot their creditors’ demands. 
. Tho general result. may be gathered from the faot that, 
according to a report made by the Collector in 1800, no loss than 
1,000 estates were in arrears. Among the xamindirs who were 
ruined was the largest Inndholder in the district, Raja Srikinta 
Rai of Yusafpur, who lost ono by one tho pargenas making up 
his estate and was reduced to beggary. ‘Tho propristors of other 
estates were no more fortunate. Pargana Ibgli was sold up 
in 1796, and pargana Belphulid was several. times pat up to sale. 
Of all the large zamindaris in the district only two appear to 
have withstood the ordeal of the frst ton years after the Perma 
nent Settlement, viz., the Saiyadpur estate, now known as tho 
Trust Estate, and Sultinpur, which had boon soquired by Kast 
* Nat Datta in the manner slzeady mentioned. The necessity of 
finding a remedy for this state of affairs at longth proseod iteelt 
upon the attention of Government ; and by Regulation VII of 
1799 the aummdars were given greater facilities for realizing 
rents from the ryots. But this measure was oarried only after 
many zamindérs had been ruined. 

nesvur. ‘The most important event in tho subsequent revenue history 

iow o- of tha district was the resumption of estates. At the time of tha. 

oMHDTSOS Permanent Settlement large areas wore claimed as rovenue-fre0 
(akhirgj), end the authority to scrutinize such sevenue-freo 
grants, and if invalid, to annex them, was specially reserved, 
‘Pho grants were divided into two classes—badshaht and hukumi, 
tho former being those that were granted by the Mughal Emporor 
Girect, and the latter by the officials of the Emperor. Regulation 
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made in the lots bordering on the cultivated tracts, it was almost 
hopeless for a grantoo, whose land Iny deeper in the forest, to 
‘muooood in his undertaking, however grost his capital might be. 

Tn these circumstances, the grantees petitioned Government Bale ot 
for more liberal terms, and it was at last realized that the grant 1° 
rules of 1850 wore not a success. They were accordingly 
modified and were x0-pablished in September 1863. Grants were 
to bo mado for 99 years, and wore sold to the highest bidder if 
there was competition. ‘Tho revenuo sssossod on them was * 
redvoed to about 6 annas par sore; and even this full rato (low as 
it was) did not become payable till the Olst year, after a long and 
vory gradual enhancement commencing from the 2lst year. But 
roolamation was more carefully provided for, and the granteo was 
roquired to have ono-eighth of Lis grant fit for cultivation in 5 
yetrs, one-fourth in 10 yours, one-half in 20 years, and practically 
tho whole in 30 yoars, undor pain of forfeiture. ‘The earlior 
grantoos wor allowed the option of giving up their old leases and 
faking fresh leasos undor the new rules, ‘This oonoession was 
highly appreciated, and about soventy of the earlier grantoos 
‘aooopted it and commuted their leasos, ‘Tho new rulos gavo n fresh 
stimulus to tho reclamation of the Sundarbans, and there was no 
Aiffioulty in granting out lands, for surveyors had boon employed 
continuously from the year 1840, and had made partial surveys of 
all tho acoessible lands; besides ‘whioh, all euch lands in Khulna 
and Backergungo wore surveyed and mapped out in the courso of 
the sevonue survay during the years 1867 to 1868. Altogether, 
167,090 aores aro now held under the rules of 1853. 

‘Tho rales of 1858 wore virtually superseded by soveral sets of 
sale rales issued after 1862, but as tho latter proved inoperative, 
‘a revised set of lonso rules was published in 1879, Under thoee 
rules the grants made aro of two classes, viz., (1) blocks of 200 
faores or moro leased to largo capitalists who are prepared to 
spend time and money in developing them ; and (2) plots not 
exoooding 200 acres leased to small capitalists for clearance by 
cultivators. 

‘Tho “large capitalist rales” differ from tho rales of 1868 
in providing a rent-froe period of only ton yoars, and in laying 
down only one clearanoo condition, viz, that one-cighth of the 
ontire grant shall be rendered ft for cultivation at the end of the 
bth year, ‘This condition may be enforeed either by forfeiture 
of the grant or by the. isso of a fresh lease, omitting the 
remainder of tho rent-free period, and requiring payment of 
rent at enhanced rates during the term of the grant. ‘The rules 
also provide for gradually increasing rates of assessment after 
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the expiration of the rent-free period, and varying rates within 
different tracts according to the rent-paying capabilities of the 
Jond. It is further provided that there shall be constantly 
reourring renewals of the lease on resotilomont, ‘Tho torm 
of tho original lease is fixed at 40 years, and rosettlements 
are to be made after periods of 80 years, maximum rates being 
laid down for each resottlement. Tho maximum aren of a 
‘grant is restricted to 5,000 diphds, tho minimum boing 200 bighae, 
Cultivation must not be scattered all over the area of the land, 
but proceed regularly through the blocks. Leasos aro to be sold 
at an upset price of Ro. 1 an acre, when there is only ono 
applicant, and to the highest bidder, when there aro moro than 
‘ono, ‘Tho leasos confer an ocoupancy right, hereditary and 
transferable. ‘Rights of way and water and other oagements aro 
reserved. ‘The right of using all navigable streams and towpaths 
not less then 25 feet wide on each side of every such stream 
is aleo reserved to the public; while Government resorves to 
itself the right to all minerals in the land, together with rights 
of way and othor reasonable facilities for working, getting at, 
and oarrying away such minerals, No chargo is made for timber 
on the Jand at tho time it is leased, nor for any that may be cut 
or burnt to effect clearances or that may be used on the land; 
tbut a duty is levied on any exported for eale, 

‘Under “tho small capitalist rules” plots of land below 200 
Sighas axe given to small settlors, guaranteeing them a formal lease 
for 80 yours, if the lands aro brought under cultivation within two 
years. Tho 80 years’ lease allows a rent-freo term of two yenre, 
with progressive rates of rent on the cultivated area, fixed with 
reference to rates paid in the neighbourhood by ryots to land- 
holders for similar lands. If available, an area of unreclaimed 
Iand equal to the cultivated area is indluded in the lease, and in 
addition, the lessee can bring under cultivation any quantity of 
Innd adjoining his holding which he may find bond fide unoccupied. 
‘Tho holding is liable to measurement every five years, and 
all cultivated land in excess of the area originally assessed can 
tbo assessed at the same rato. After 30 yeara, ronewed leases can 
be given for 80 years’ periods, and rates of assessment can be 
adjusted at each renewal with roferenco to rates then prevailing in 
the neighbourhood. ‘The tenure is heritable and transferablo, 
provided that notice of transfer is givon within one month, and no 
holding is to be divided without permission, No charge is made 
for wood and timber on the grant, nor for any out or burnt in 
making clearanoes, or used on the land; but duty is levied on 
any exported for sale, 
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Experioncs has shown that the system followed has not boon 
.& success, and it has been condemned on the ground that it caused. 
‘a heavy loea of revenue, afforded no adequate control over the 
landlords, and onooaragod a system of sub-infoudation, by which 
middlemen aro introduced botwoen the original grantoo and 
the cultivator. Land-jobbors and speculators obtained leases for 
tho purposo of ro-selling thom. In order to reooup his initial 
outlay, tho original lessoo ofton sub-let to smaller lessees in 
rolumn for oash poymonts, And the samo proooss was cursied on 
lower down the chain, with the result that the land was eventually 
reolaimed and oultivatod by peasant cultivators paying rack-renta, 
Et wns accordingly decided in 1804 to abandon this system and 
to introduoo a system of syotwart sottlement as an experimental: 
monsure, t, stinll axons will bo let out to aotual oultivators, 
assistance being given thom by Government in tho form of 
advances, as well as by construoting tanks and embankmonts 
nd clearing tho junglo for thom. ‘Tho oxisting rulos for the 
oato of wasto lands have beon suspended in the moanwhilo. In 
Khulna, however, almost the whole of tho area available for 
sottloment has beon already Leased to capitalists, 

‘Tho following tablo shows tho aroa already sottled, with tho 
amount of revenue payable, and the aroa romaining to bo sattlod 
in tho Khulna Sundarbans:— 
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Tt remains to note that by @ special enactment, Regulation EX 
of 1816, the revenue administration of the Sundarbans was at 
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first placed in the hands of an officor designated , Com. 
missionor in the Sundarbans, who was direotly wndor the Board 
of Revenue. In tho your 1905 that Regulation was repealod 
by Bengal Act I of 1905, und the Sundarbans area was paroolled 
‘out into threo parts, ono being amalgamated with the district of 
Backergunge, ono with tho 24-Parganas, and the third with 
Khulni. ‘Tho Collectors of thoso throo districts now manage 
‘all matters connooted with the rovonuo administration of tho 
tract lying in their rompoctivo jurisdictions ; and tho settlomont- 
holders of the estates oomprised in the Sundarbans pay tho land 
revenue fixed at priodical sottloments, in ouo or two instalments, 
into the treasuries at Barisil, Aliporo or Khulna, tho head- 
quarters stations of the threo distriots concerned. 

Atthe time of tho Permanont Settlement: tho wholo district 
of Jessore contained only 122 estates, and the number mnst 
therefore bave beon still smaller in this district. ‘Tho number, 
however, -subsequently rose enormously, the district om its crea 
tion in 1882 reooiving 971 revenue-paying estates, uf which 770 
wore permanently sottled, 179 temporarily sottled and 22 hold 
under the direct management of Government; there wore also 81 
revenue-freo estates. ‘This increase was due, in a largo monsure, 
to the Permanent Settlomont, both because a numbor of taluks wore 
made soparate estates, and also beoauso in tho 10 yours following 
its completion, when tho largo estates began (0 fall in arronrs, 
it was not the practios to sell up cach ostate entiroly but only 
‘@ portion, the purchase money of which would be enough to 
meet the arrear. ‘The lange estates being thus parcalled out into 
shares and sold to the highest bidder, a large number of small * 
estates wero created. For instance, the Yusafpur estate alone, 
which was held by Raja Srikinta Rai, was divided threo years 
after the settlement into 100 large and 39 small estates, and 
sold to ss many propristors, ‘Tho number of estates was subso- 
quently increased still further as. tho result of the resumption 
proosedings. 

‘Excepting the Sundarbans tract, the whole disiziot is per- 
manently settled, ‘The number of permanently setiled ostates in 
tho distriot is now 781 and that of temporarily sottled estates 199, 
while 40 estates are under direct mauagement of Government, 
ot which 2% are the property of Government and the rest of 
propristors. ‘Tho revenue-freo estates number 61, and there are 
£62,542 tenures and under-tonures registered in the xond o038 offi, 
besides 6,081 rent-free lands, which are also tenures. Unlike the 
rest of the distriot, the Sundarbans traot is not pormanently- 
settled, ond includes 171 estates, which aro poriodically settled, 
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In somo of theso estates Government is the proprietor, the settle- 
mont-holdor being ma/gusdrs, and in others sottlement-holders 
ave propriotay’ intorosts, 

‘Tho proprietors of estates aro known os samindixs or falukdara, 
the latter being generally potty land-holders, who reside on their 
estates, whilo the Irger proprietors aro genosally non-resident, 
‘Tho taluks havo their origin in tho separation of portions of 
estates, the zamindars having disposed of them hy sale, gift or 
otherwise, ‘The persons who obtained possession of such separ 
rated portions of zamindais either paid thoir quota of revenue 
through the zomindirs or direct to the publio treasury, The 
exnotions of tho zamindaxs soon obliged them, however, to obtain 
recognition as owners of distinot estates, ‘The separated postions 
camo to be known as ¢aluls, and the holders as independent 
talukdars having righta, privileges, and responsibilities in all res-- 
poots similar to those of tho zamindi, the difference consisting 
in origin only. 

‘Tho propriotors of estates havo frecly oxeroised the power of Teronm, 
alienation and have created a Jango number of tenures, such as 
rds and gdnthis, Tn creating these tenures, and even, 
1g 0 lonso for a term of yours, it has been and is a com- 
mon practice for the tenure-holder to pay # bonus or premium, 
which disoounts the contingency of many yours’ increased rent, 
‘Tho system, while meeting tho zamindar’s present necessity, 
moans a loss to his posterity, because it is clear that if the 
bonus wert not exnoted, a higher rental could be obtained 

ermarfontly from tho lund. ‘The process of sub-infeudation 
ee not ermineted with tho petudare, Giaralare and gtnthtder, 
There are lower gradations of tenures under them called darpatnte, 
dorijaras and darganthis, and even further subordinate tenures 
called sepainis, eeganthis, eto, Many of tho wnder-tenures aro 
of pelty size and wore originally xyoti holdings. ‘The present 
holders having in course of time aoquired the status of under- 
tenure-holders, now collect rents from the ryots es middlemen 
and pay thom over to the superior landlords, keeping some profit 
for themselves, 3 

In many oasis entire estates are in the direct possession of 
patnidars ot ganthidare, but there are als6 instances in which 
portions of estates are directly under the propriotors, the remain- 
ing portions being held by tonure-holders, Landlord’s private 
lends are called hids Aidmdr or dmdnat khamar, and axe cultivated 
cither by his own men or hired Jabourers, or by cultivators, called 
dergadars, who give half the produce to the landlord, The 
following is a brisé sooount of the principal tenures, 
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‘onuro-holdors holding directly under zaraindirs aro known as 
taludare ov ganthidars, ond when holding under revenue-paying 
lalukdars as gauthidars, ‘Cho word yantht means assigned or 
allotted, and probebly such tenures wore oxiginglly orontod by 
the samindits for tho redlumation of wasto land ; but in proooss 
of time tho term camo to be applied to any fouuro hold inmedi- 
atoly under a proprictor or independent talukdar, ‘Those tenures 
are heritable and trasisforable, and the gan/hidars have frocly 
exorcised their power to create under-tonures, ‘Choro aro soverdl 
grades. of under-tenure-holders below thom oulled daryanthidars, 
sopantiidars, eto., down to nine dogroos. Somo ydnthi tonuxes aro, 
sukarvar', i, tenures hold at a fixod rent, and others axe maurasi, 
suey, hereditary tonuros, 
raliks axe tonures chiofly found in tho enst and south of the 

district, which oorreapond to tho ganthty of tho old sottlod tracts 

In this part of the distriot, ospooially in tho Salimibid pargaye of 

tho Bagherhat subdivision, aub-infoudation has boon carted to 

oxtremo lengths, and there is a great variety of intermediate 

tenures betwoon tho ¢aiukdar and the actual, oultivator, such a 

autatetaluk hawala, ausat-havdla, nin-hawald, ond nimausal-haedia, 

‘Phe word ausa means subordinate, and signifies o dopondont 

tenux9, while tho word win generally indioatos that tho tenuro is a 

subdivision of tho paront tenure. A /aeala signifios literally a 

charge, and is found, in the chain of subordination, either direct 

under tho zamindir or under tho ¢alukdar. ‘Tho Aawala tonuro 

* may bo created by tho saminda, if ho has not alxenfy oroated a 
_falukdar, and in this oase a talukdar subsoquontly created will taki 
“Postion botwoen the havdli and tho aemsindts. ‘Tho aighla of 
a falukdar, howover, include that’ of creating /awalas within. his 
‘own tenure; ond the Amealadar, again, may create a subordinate 
tenure called nim-Aawald, and may subsequently crete an ausat- 
Aawald, intermediate between himselt and the nin-haealadar, 
‘This species of under-tenuro originated from the ofroumstanoe that 
the zamindixs or talukdare, unable to clear tho largo tracts of 
unreclaimed lands included in their propertios, divided them into 
ots, placing ‘each lot in tho /iwa/a or chargo of om individual and. 
conceding to him somo proprictary rights; and as reclamation 
proceeded, the latter fn his turn began to sublot, 

Tn the Sundarbans the torm ¢a/ut hns a meaning different from 
that in the north of the district, for the Sundarbens grants are 
themeclyes oalled /a/vke, and their possossors are falukdars, ‘Hore 
aro found reclamation tenures granted for the clearance of jungle, 
called jangatburi, abadkari or patitaladi, They aro permonent 
tenures, held exempt from th paymont of revemae for a period, 
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subject to a specific jama (assessment) for lands brought under 
oullivation, 

‘The patnt taluks axe a olass of tenures which originated in the Pater 
eotate of the Maharéja of Burdwan. At the Permanent Settle. ‘ke 
mont the assessmoyt of the estate was very high, and in order to 

+ ensure easy and punctual realizttion of the rent, a number of 

Jonses in perpetuity to be held at a fixed rent wore given toa large 

number of middlemen, ‘Thoso tenures are known as patni (liter- 

ally dependent) ‘aluis, and are in effect Teoses which bind “the 

holders by torms and conditions similar to those by which supérior 

Inndlords are bound to the State. A large number were created 

in this district and in Jessore aftor the enactment of Regulation 

‘VIL of 1819, known as tho Patni Sale Law, which declared the 

validity of such permonent teniures, defined the relative rights 

of the zamindars and their subordinate patni taludérs, established 

‘2 simmmary process for tho sale of such tenures in satisfaction of 

the Zammdar's doniand of root, ond also legalized under-lotting, 

on similar terms, by the pa/nidars and others. Since the passing 

+ of this law the paint tonuro has beon very popular with zamin- 

: ars who wish to divest themselves of the direct management of 

their proporty or part of it, or who wish to raise money in the 

shape of a bonus, It may be desoribed as a tenure created hy the: 

samindés to be held by the lessoo ond his heirs or transfereos for 

i ever at a ront fixod in perpetuity, subjeot to tho liahility of 

annulmentyon sale of tho parent estate for arrears of the Govern- 

ment revenue, inless protected against the xights exercisable by 

‘Svuotion-purchosers by common or spooial registry, as prescribed by- 

+ ‘seotions 87 and 89 of At XI of 1859, ‘The tenant is called upon 

to furnish collateral soourity for the rent and for his conduct 

generally, or he is esoused from this obligation at the zamindan’s 
disoretion. - * 

Under-tenures’ cronted by patntdars aro called darpatnt, and 
those created by darpatmtdars axo called sepatnt tenures. ‘Those 
under-tenuros are, like the paront tenures, permanent, transferable 
and heritable; and have geneally the sume tights, privileges 
, and responsibilities attached to them, ‘They are usually granted 
x on psyment of a bonus. Section 13 of Regulation VIII of 

1819 provides rules for staying the sale of a paint, if it takes 
place owing to the intontional withholding of payment of rent 
by the patnidér with the object of ruining his subordinate 
tennre-holders. In such oases tho undor-tenants are allowed the 
means of saving the paint tenure and their own under-tenuzes by 
paying into the Colloctor’s office the advertised balanco due to the 
é gamindir, Tho paint tenure so preserved forms tho necessary 
£2 
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seourity-to the depositors, who have a lien on it in the samo 
manner as if the loan had boon made upon mortgage, ‘The 
depositors may then apply to the Collector for obiaining immediate 
possession of the defaulter’s tenure; and the dofaulter will not 
rooovor his tonure, “except upon ropaymont of the ontire sum 
advanood, with interest at the rato of 12 por cont, por annum up 
to tho date of possession having beon givon, or upon exhibiting 

stituted for the purpose, that the 
fall amount so advanced, with interest, has boon renlized from the 
usnfruct of the tonuze. 

‘The holdors of rent-freo lands are oallod nishkar-bhog 
azo tenure-holdors undor zamindars or éalukidars, and ax 
pay road and publio works cesses only, wiioh they realize from 
thei ryote while collecting rents, Most tennro-holders of this 
lass pay the assessed oosses direst to Government, but in some 
‘casos payment is maile through the propristors, ‘The rent-froe 
Jnnds are heritable and trnsforablo by sale, gift or mortgage 
like other tenures, There are also service tenures in this district 
Aosignated chakran, whioh are heritable, but not transferable, 

* Qoouganoy xyots or xyots at fixed rents or fixed rates of rent 
are called Adimi kvishi praja and the non-cooupanoy ryols praia. 
Resident cultivators aro known as itiudkasth praja and non-resident 
syots as paikast proja, holders of homestead lands as bhifabari 
‘praja, nnd undor-ryots as korfé praja, It is roported that holdings 
of ryots of the first two classes are being freely transferred by 
sale, 703 xyots’ holdings at fxed rates of ront and 1,392 oooupancy 
ryote’ holdings being sold during the year 1906, ‘6 
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‘Tux administration of tho district is in chargo of tho Collector Apximrse 
under tho Commissioner of the Presidency Division. For gonoml 42" 
‘administrative purposes it is divided into threo subdivisions axo 
with hendquartors at Khaint, Bagherhat and Sitkhird, ‘Tho "™4”™ 
headquarters subgivision is under the direot supervision of tho 
Colleotor, who has a staf of four Deputy Collectors, with one 
or two Sub-Deputy Collectors, whilo tho Bagherhat and Sitkbira 
mbdivisions ore cach in chargo of a Subdivisional Officer, 
* gonorally a member of the Provincial Civil Servico, ansistod by a 
Ba-Deputy Collecor. Settloment oporationsin the Sundarbeas 
azo controlled by a special Deputy Collector with headquarters 
at Caloutta, Khulna is also the hoadquarters of a Deputy Con- 
servator of Forests in charge of the Sundarbans Division, who * 
Aasistant Conservator and an Extra Assistant * 








Tho revenue of tho dlstict, under the main hends, was revem, 
Re, 6,283,000 in 1882-88, when tho distriot was first constituted, 
It ros to* Rs, 11,48,000 in 1890-91 and to Re.” 12,21,000 in 
1900-01, In 1906.07 it amounted to Rs. 15,19,000, of which 
Re, 6,92,000 wore derived from land revenuo, Rs, 4,57,000 from 
stamps, Rs. 2,26,000 from oosses, Ra. 1,12,000 from exciso, and 
Re, 83,000 from inoome-tax, 2 

i ‘Pho collections of land revenuo inoreosed from Rs, §,91,000 Lana 

in 1882-88 to Rs, 6,44,000 in 1890-91 and to Rs. 6,69,000 "vem 
{n 1000.01. In 1906-07 they amounted to Re, 0,02,000 collected 
from ,1,020 estates, ‘Tho gradual inereaso is attributed to 
enhancements obtained fom lemporarily sottled estates in tho ~ 
Sunderbans; ond the reveno from this source is expected 
to inoreaeo still further as lond is reclaimed and improved. 
Altogether 781 estates with a current domand of Rs. 6,12,000 
‘axe permanently settled, and 203 estates with a demand of 
Rs, 1,74,000 are temporarily settled, while there are 86 estates, 
‘vith a demand of Rs, 81,000, held dizeot by Government. 
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Next to land revenuo, the most important souroo of xeventio 
is tho salo of stamps, tho receipts from which amounted to 
Re. 2,99,000 in 1895-96, and averaged Rs, 9,35,000 per annum 
in the quinquonnium ending in 1899-1900. During the five yours 
ending in 1904-05 tho annual roooipts avoragod Rs. 3,86,000, 
and in 1906.07 they were Rs, 4,57,000, as against Re, 3,21,500 in 
1896.97, ‘Tho inoroaso is almost ontiroly duo to tho groater sale 
of judicial stamps oausod by the growth in tho numbor and value 
of ront and civil suite, 

Rond and publio works cessos aro, as usual, loviod at tho 
maximum rato of one anna in tho rupoo. ‘ho collections 
inoreasod from Rs, 1,56,000 in 1806.97 to Rs. 1,064,000 in 
1900-01, and to ls, 2,25,000 in 190-07. ‘ho current demand 
in tho your last named was Rs, 2,28,0%0, of which the greater 
part (Rs. 2,06,000) was duo from 1,098 revenuo-paying ostntes, 
while Rs, 9,500 wore payable by GL revenus-froo ostntos, and 
Rs, 12,500 by 6,081 ront-freo lands, ‘Cho mumbor of ostatos 
assessed to 08808 is 7,840, and the numbor of recorded sharo- 
holders is 7,689. ‘Thoro axe 52,342 tonuuros assossod to oossos 
with 61,856 share-holder; and tho number of tenures is thus 
neatly soven tines that of estates, ‘Tho total demand of oosses 
(Rs. 2,28,000) is nourly equal to a third of tho domand of land 
rovonuo (Rs, 717,000). 

‘Tho noxt important souroo of revenno is oxoiso, tho 
reosipts from which increase from Rs, 75,000 in 1800.97 
to Rs, 1,12,000 in 1906-07—a total lowor than in any other 
distriot in the Prosidency Division oxoopt Jessore, Over a third 
of this sum was obtained from the duty and liconso fo08 levied 
on ganja, i. the unimpregnated dried flowering tops of the 
cultivated fomale hemp plant (Cannabis indica) and the ‘resinous 
exudation on. them ; the amount thus realized was Rs. 41,260 in 
1906-07. ‘The total incidence of the revenue acoruing from 
hemp drugs wos only Rs. 888 for every 10,000, and the number 
of shops licensed to sell by retail was ono to every 16,487 persons, 

After ganja the largest itom in the oxcige revenue consists of 
the receipts from the salo of country spirit, which in that your 












facture ond sole of country spirit aro carried on undor What is 
known as the contract supply aystom, which was introduced in 
1906. Under this system tho local manufacture of country 
spirit has been prohibited, and a contract has been mado 
with a firm of distillers for its supply. ‘The contractors are 
forbidden to hold any retail licenses for the sale of the spirit, 
but are allowed .the use of distillery and depét buildings for tho 
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storage of liquor. ‘The spirit is brought from the ‘distillers to tho 
various depéts, and is there blended and reduced to certain fixed 
strengths, at which alone it may be supplied to retail vendors and 
sold by tho latter to consumers. The reosipts from the license 





feos and duty on this it ure less than in any other distriot 
in tho Presidency Division oxcopt Jessore, representing Ra, 207 
Por 10,000, as compared with lis, 3,716 for the Division and 
Rs, 2,147 for tho whole of Bengal. There are altogether 87 
shops licensed for its sale, f.c., one rotail shop to every 56'1 square 
miles ond 33,806 porsous ; the averago consumption of the 
liquor is 4 proof gallons por 1,000 of the population, and the 
incidence of taxation {s only 6 pies per head of the population, 
. Tho receipts from opium account for practically all tho 
romaindor of the exoise revenue, amounting in 1906-07 to 
Bs, 82,167 or Re, 256 per 10,000 of the population, as against tho 
average of Ks. 907 returned for the Prosidenoy Division and 
Ra, 463 for the whole of Bengal. : 
In 1896-97 the income-tax yielded Rs. 32,000 paid by 1,760 Income. 
" assesses, and in 1001-02 the smount derived from the fax ‘had. 
inoronsed to Rs. 46,000 and the number of assosees to 2,493, 
' At that time the minimum income assessable was Re. 500, bat” 
this was raised to Rs, 1,000 in 1903, thereby affording relist 
to a number of potty traders, monoy-lenders and clerks, ‘The 
numbor of assessees consoquently fell in 1908 to 689 and the 
collections to Rs. 30,000, In ‘1906.07 the tex brought in 
Res, 38,179 paid by 744 nasossoos. . 
‘There aro 13 offices for tho registration of assurances under Registre: 


‘Act IIT of 1877. In the five years 1895.99 the average number 
of documents 






























Nun [Raise | mcomu. | "iat | rogistored anna- 
st | lly was 44,580, 
Root ac =| gap | atte | Hey] and in tho noxt ° 
Bu i waion $2] CHR] HB] Quin qumniom : 
ping wives] See | HS | ER) Cae00.04) it 
ae] | ER | wae 43,600. In 
Ba) SS) 88! 1907 the nom. 
Sai | BR | | ber rote to 
Z| $8) $89 51,030 os shown 
in the marginal 
Tae | oan | mms nginal 
gives the soliont statistics for that year. ‘This large increase 


is ascribed to tho high prices prevailing ia the sii and to 
an unusual demand for land emong jute oultivators, who have 
found such oultivation more profitable than that of paddy, 
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Khuln& was included within tho jurisdiction of tho Distriot 
and Sessions Judgo of Jessore until 1908, when a roparate 
District Judgo was aypointod, ‘Tho looal civil courts aro thove 
of two Sub-Judgos at Khulné and of nine Munsifs, of whom two 
sit at Khutni, throo at Baghorhat and four at Sitkhira, 

Criminal justion is adminjstorod by tho Distxiot Magistrate 
and tho various Magistrates eubordinato to him, ‘ho sano- 
tionod staff at Khulnk consists, in addition to the Distxiot 
Magintrato, of threo Deputy Magistrates of tho first class and 
‘ono Deputy Magistrate of tho sooond or third class, Besides 
thew officers, one or two Sub-Deputy Magistealos with third 
class powors axe gonerally posted to tho hhondquaxtors station, 
‘Pho Subdivisional Officers of Baghorhit and Hatkhirt aro almost 
invariably Magistratos of tho first class, and are generally 
assisted by a Sub-Deputy Magistrato vosted with second or 
third class powers, In addition to tho stipendiary Magistrates, 
there aro Benchos of Honorary Magistrates at Kbulnt, Bagherbit 
and. Sutkbira, 

‘Bxoopt in the extreme cast of the district, whore somo 
dogres of lawlessness rogarding land and women is common, 
there is no parlioular tendency to crime among the population, 
Some yours ago, tho inhabitants of the Morrollganj thina in tho 
Bagherhat subdivision had an evil reputation for turbulonos, 
and ones of rioting with deadly weapons were frequont, parti- 
ularly during the rico harvesting season. ‘I'he nttmbor of such 
eases has howover deoreased considerably of Into yours, Agra 
rian orime is*most common in tho 4dads or Sundarbans clearings, 
which have become a byword for land disputes and riots, 
‘The outpost at Dakupi was espocially established a fow years 
ago to check the inoreasing volumo of orime in those parte, 
Counterfeit coining hos gone on for some time, and recently 
some mombers of a gang of professional ooincrs known as 
Baurids from Mirwir in Rajputina wore arrestod and convicted. 

‘he form of crime most characteristio of tho distriot is rivor 
Aacoity ; but much of tho orime on the watorways is not reported, 
For instanoo, during a period of 6 yours (1900-04) only 12 river 
Aacoitios were reported, but it was subsoquontly discovered that 
‘at Loast 84 such daooitios had been committed, but not brought 
to light, It is, moreover, the worst distriot of all those affooted. 
by rivorain conditions for losses of juto and rice onrgoos, the 
waters in tho neighbourhood of Khulni, Alfipur, Kaliganj and 
Baghorhit being particularly notorious in this respoct, ‘There 
are six well-known gangs of profossional. oriminals, numbering 
in all about,500 persons, which appear to be composed of the 
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following classes:—(1) Hired lathiale from Jessore, hired daring 
tho paddy-outting season. (2) Deooita banded together in gangs 
of 20 to 25, who man light fast-going bonis and attack empty 
oats, the mdnjhis of which carry oxsh for the purchaso of grain 
or tho procoods of its sale, (8) Daooits who ont tho anchor 
ropes of grain-ladon boats and allow the boat to drift down to 
opposite their -vllago, whenoo dingle put off and take the grain. 
(4) Mixed gangs of Barisil and Khulnt Muhammadan, badmashes, 
and tho Sith Bhaiya, a aot of daooits who take refuge in 
the waterways and jungles around Morrollganj, where they oan 
loot stragglers with impunity slong tho outer waterways of 
the Sudarbans, (5) Smugglers of forest produco and salt, and 
somo thugs from the islands, ‘Thero is also ovidenco thet gangs 
of Banpar Mallihs from Bihnr work along the trade routes and, 
‘when neoossary, do not hesitate to rosort to violence, 
Por police puxposos tho distriot is divided into 13 thinas ponox, 
with 12 outposts 
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saa aR ERE tae and detection of 
crimo on tho waterways, The regular police force consistod in 

1908 of, the Superintendent: of Police, 4 Inspettors, 42 Sub- . 
Inspectors, 46 Head-Constables, and 357 constablos, exclusive of 

48 men omployed in xiver patrols, ‘Tho total strength of the  * 
foroo was, therefore, 450 men representing one policeman to every 

4-2 square miles and to every 2,578 of the population, There 

is a small body of town police in the municipalities ; and the 

rural police for tho watoh ond ward of villages in the intorior 
consists of 158 dafadars and 2,346 chavktdars, representing one 
chaukidar to every 534 inhabitants, 

Khulna is a saliferous tract in which a proventive establish- sare 
ment is entertained to prevent: the illicit manufacture of salt and Daranz- 
to survey the saline tracts, ‘This eatablishment is directly under ™™* 
the control of the Collector and consists of one Inspector, threo 











ys .maDENA, 


Sub-Inspeotors, six jamadérs and 62 peons, ‘Tho district has boen 
divided into three ranges with headquarters at Bardal in thana 
Asisuni, at Ohalni in thine Paikgtcha, and at, Morvellganj. 
‘Pho Tnspoctor suporvises tho work of the throo rangos, each of 
which is in charge of a Sub-Inspector with two patrol partios, 
ach composod of one jamadar and 9 pons. ‘Tho salt offioors 
avo also boon empowored to inspect oxciso shops and to make 
enquiries connected with tho inoomo-tox, nnd thoir sorvicos aro 
sometimes utilized to help tho local polioo in caso of bronohos 
of tho poaco and river daooitios. Bor work on tho rivers two 
outtors aro maintainod, oach mannod by ono maiyiii and 6 
boatmen, 

‘Phore is a district jail at Khulnt and a subsidiary jail ab oach 
of tho outlying subdivisional hoadquarters, viz., Baghorhat and 
Sitkhird. ‘Tho subjail at Bighorhat has aoommodation for 36 
prisoners, vie,, 9 malo conviots, 8 female conviots and 23 undox- 
trial prisoners, and that at Sitkhiri for 12 prisonors, vis., 9 malo 
and 8 fomalo oonviots, ‘Tho district jail, has at presont aocom- 
modation for 49 prisoners, via., for 22 malo oonviots, 5 fomale 
convicts, 18 under-trial prisoners, and 8 civil prisoners; while 
thero is hospital with beds for 6 patients. Sanotion has Loon 
given to on oxtonsion of tho jail, which will involvo tho nddi- 
tion of tho following among other buildings :—bartaoks for 80 
prisoners, divided into 4 wards, ono of which will havo oubioles 
in order to soparato juvenile ‘prisoners; « hospital, containing 
a fovor ward and a dysontory or oxdinary ward, cach with 
8 beds; a female ward with accommodation for 8 
four calls, ono for female, and threo for malo prisoners; ant 
two work-sheds, ‘Thoro will also be a two-storiod main gato 
building, containing jailors’ quarters, tho civil jail, various 
offices, and quarters for 21 warders; and provision is also to 
bo mado for under-trial and sogrogation wards, ‘Tho industries 
carried opin tho district jail aro oil-prossing, whoat-grinding, 
paddy-husking, mat-making, aloe-pounding and ropo-making. 
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LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT, 
Ours tho municipalities of Khulns, Sitkhirt and Dobhate, Dirnior 
tho administration of local affairs, such as the managemont of 8? 
roads, tho control of disponsarios and tho provision of sanitation, 
ato,, rosta with tho Distriot Board, assisted by tho Looal Boards of 
Khulna, Bigherhit and Satkhird and by the Union Committess  * 
of Senhats, Dumria, Bagherhat, Mulghar, Kaliroa ond Miguri. 

‘The District Board consists of 17 mombers, of whom four are 
nominated by Government and eight are elected, while five are 
ex-officio members. Its average annual income during the 10 
years ending in 1901-02 was Rs, 1,17,000, of which Rs, 69,000 
were derived from Provincial rates; and the average annual 
expenditure was also Rs, 1,17,000, of which Rs. 65,000 were ‘spent: 
on civil works, Rs. 28,000 on education, and Rs, 4,000 on medical . 
relief. In 1908-07 its income was Rs. 2,20,000 (exoluding an 
opening belanoo of Rs. 68,000), tho principal xeosipts boing, 

Re. 1,07,000 derived from rates, Rs. 74,000 obtained from civil 

works (including R&, 59,000 from contributions and Rs, 14,000 

from tolls on ferries), Rs. 26,000 contributed by Government and } 
Re, 6,000 obtained from pounds. Tho inoidence of taxation is. 

light, being only one anna four pios per hend of, the population. 

‘The expenditure in the same year was Rs, 2,17,000, of which 

Re, 1,52,000 were spent on civil works, Rs, 49,000 on. education, 

‘and Ra, 12,600 on medioal relief. i 

‘The District Board maintains 585°6 miles of roads, of which 

27°6 miles are motalled and 508° miles ore unmotalled, bosides a 
number of villago roads with an aggrogate length of 928 milos ; 
the oost of maintaining these roads in 1906-07 was Rs. 168, Rs. 58 * 
and Rs. 14 por milo rospoctively. ‘Tho Board also keeps up 98 
. pounds, which bring in on inoomo of Rs. 5,000. Its educational 
expenditure is devoted to maintaining one Middle school and one 
industrial school (the Khuln& Coronation T'chnioal school), and 
to aiding 48 Middle schools, 76 Upper Primary schools and 675 
Lower Primary schools, It also maintains no less, than 11 
Aisponsaries and aids throo others ; in 1908-07 altogothor 5.6. * 
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per cent. of the ordinary income of the Boare was expended on 
modical relief and sanitation, 

In subordination to the District Board aresthe Khulna, 
Bagherbat and Satkhira Local Boards, the jurisdiction of each 
‘corresponding to the subdivisional chargo of the same né The 
Khulna Local Board has 12 mombers, all nominated by Govern- 
ment. Tho Baghorhat Local Board has 12 mombers, of whom 
threo are elected, cight are nominated by Government, and one is 
an ex-ofieio member. The SAtkhird Looal Boord has 15 members, 
of whom ight aro elected, six are nominated, and ono is an 
ez-offcio mombsr. ‘Tho funotions of these bodies aro unimportent, 
consisting mainly of the administration of village ronds and the 
‘control of pounds and forxive, 

There are 6 Union Committees in tho disixiot, viz, Senhati 
(20 equaro miles), Dumeia (6 square miles), Baghorhat (12 square 
miles), Mulghar (20 squaxo'miles), Kalaro& (20 square mils) and 
‘Magura (50 square miles), with an aggregate population of 67,077. 
‘Tho first four Union Committees were oreated in 1895 and tho 
Inst two in 1896, ‘The Committees are each composed of 9 mom- 
bers, and the duties entrusted to them consist of village sanitation 
and the upkesp of village roads and drains within their respective 
jurisdictions, 

At the olose of the year 1906-07 there were 3 municipalities in 
the distriot, viz., Khulna, Satkhird and Debhata. The number of 
rito-payers was 6,001, representing 19 per cent. of the total 
number (26,915) of porsons residing within municipal limits, 
as compared with the average of 19°7 por cont. for the whole of 
the Prosidenoy Division. ‘The average incidence of taxation in 
that year was annas 18-8 per head of the population, as against 
tho Divisional average of Re, 1-7-8, and varied from annas 4-6 in 
Debhata to Re, 1-6-8 in Khulna, 

‘The Khulné Municipality was established in 1884, and its 
affairs areadministered by « Municipal Board, consisting of 15 
members, of whom ten are elected, and one is nominated, while 
four are ex-officia members, ‘The ares within municipal limits is 
4°64 square miles, and the number of rate-payers is 2,000 or 19 
per cent. of the population, ‘The average annual inoome for tho 
decade ending in 1901-02 was Rs, 21,600, and the expenditure was 
Bs. 19,800. In 1908-07 the receipts amounted to Rs, 2,000, 
besides an opening balance of Rs. 20,000, the main souross of 
revenue being a tax on porsons, levied at the rate of 1 pex cont, on 
the annual income of the rate-payers, which brought in Rs, 6,000. 
‘Thore is also a consorvancy rate, levied at the rate of 12 per oont, 
on-the ‘valuation of holdings, his rato also realiged Rs, 5,000 
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‘and Re, 4,000 were obtained from a tax on houses and Innds. The 
total incomo from municipal rates and taxes was Rs, 15,000, and 
tho incidence of taxation wos Re. 1-6-8 por head of the 
tion. The oxponditure in the samo year was Re, 35,000, of 
which Re, 14,000 or 50°l por cont. were spent on water-supply, 
_ ‘nd Rs, 6,000 or 21°5 per cont. on conservanoy, while Rs. 6,200 
or 227 por cent, wore expended on modical relief, 

‘Tho municipality at Satkhiri was established in 1860, It is Sithis, 
administered by a Municipal Board consisting of 12 members, of 
whom eight are elected and four are nominated by Government, 
‘The area within municipal limits is 12 square miles, and the 
number of rate-payers is 2,087, representing 19°6 per cent. of the 
population residing within the munisipal area. The average 
‘annnal income for the decade onding in 1901-02 was Re. 4,800 
and the expenditure was Rs. 4,500. In 1906-07 the receipts 
amounted to Rs. 8,500, besides a small opening balance of 
Rs. 400. ‘The principal sources of revenue are a tax’on persons 
levied at the rate of 1 per cent. on the annual income of the 
rato-payers, which brought in Rs. 4,000, aid a latrine tax levied 
at tho rate of 12 per cont. on the annual value of holdings, which 
brought in lis, 1,300, ‘The aggregate income from municipal 
rates and taxes was Rs, 6,200, and. the incidence of taxation 
‘was annas 9-6 per head of the population. ‘The expenditure in 
tho same year was Rs. 8,600, of which Rs. 3,000 or 33°5 por cent, 

ze ‘wore expended on medical relief, Rs. 1,600 or 18 per cent, on 
conservanoy ond Rs. 1,100 or 12°3 per cout. on watér-supply. 

‘Debhats wos constituted a municipality in 1876 and is peta, 
‘administered by a Municipal Board consisting of 12 members, 
all of whom are nominated by Government. The area within 
munisipal limits is $3 square miles, and the number of rate- 
payers is 964 representing 17°6 per cent. of the population living 
within the municipal eres. The average annual inoome and 
expenditure for the decade ending in 1901-02 were Rs. 2,200 
and Rs. 2,000 respectively. In 1906-07 the total income was * 
Rs. 1,800, the principal item in the receipts being a tax assessed. 
at the rate of 1 per cent. on the annual income of the xate-payers, 
which brought in Rs. 1,600. ‘The expenditure in tho same year 
was Re. 1,700, the principsl item being public works which 
agcourtted for 43 por cent. of the disbursements, 
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EDUCATION, 


Paoomst An tho consus of 1901 special enquiry was mado rogurding 
Ginw, tholiternay of the pooplo, the test of literacy boing tho ability 
Doth to read and write, People of whatever age who could do this 
swore entered us literate, and those who could not, as illiterate, 
‘The qualideation seems a simplo one, but even 40 only 6-9 por 
ont, of the population of Khulot oould pass it, the proportion 
* in the oaso of males being 124 por cont, and in the oaso of fomales 
0°8 per cont, On tho othor hand, no othor distxict in tho Prosi 
denoy Division had such a good record, exoopt the 24-Parganns ; 
and the advance since 1881 has boon vory noticeable, for ini that 
year only 6°7 por cent. of the malos and 0'l por cont, of tho females 
of tho district oould read and write, 

According to the statistios proparod by tho Wuontion Dopart= 
ment, there wore altogether 752 aohools attondod by 21,822 pupils 
in the latter yoar, and the number rose to 1,267 sohools and 
80,269 pupils in 1891, During tho noxt 10 yonts many schools 
wore closed owing to the distross onusod by natural oalamities, 
for tho crops wore short in 1893-94, part of the district was 
visited by a cyclone in 1895, and there was a famine in 1897, 
‘The result was that in 1900.01 tho number of schools had 
Aeolined to 983 and the attendance had only increusod to 84,856, 
‘The loss has since been mado’ good, for in 1900-07 thoro were, * 
in addition to an Arts college, 1,102 sohools with 40,114 pupils 
on tho rolls. For tho supervision of the schools thore is a stalf 
consisting of 2 Deputy Inspectors of Schools, 7 Sub-Inspectors 
and ono Assistant Sub-Inspector. 

‘Th majority of the schools aro situated inthe more alvanood 
traots bordering on the rivers, which contain largo and popu- 

+ lous villages inhabited by the higher olassos of Musalmans and 
Hindus. “The southern parts of the district bordoring on the 
Sundarbans, ond the marshy tracts intervoning botweou the rivers, 
are inhabited chiefly by Pods, Ohandals, and tho lower olassos’ of 
Musalmins, themselves descendants of converted Pods and Chan- 
als, Tn these tracts there are only a fow Middle olass schools 
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and even the Primary sohodls are fow and far betwoon, and aro 
thinly attended, Moreover, many of the latter ago either closod 
or remain open only in name during the busy seasons of 
ploughing, sowing, transplantation, and reaping, when tho boys 
‘aro required to look after tho cattle, and to perform other 
unimportant agrioultural work, while tho adults aro busy in 
tho flolds, 

‘Thoro is one Arts college in tho district established n few Coxtxor- 
yenrs ago at Daulatpur, called the Khulni-Daulatpur Hindu Ato. 
‘Academy. It is now afllinted to tho University, ard is reported 110%. 
to be doing good work; it has bourding house attached to it, 

‘hero are no loss than 23 High schools in the distriot, aitonded Suoorn- 
by 8,628 pupils, giving an average of 158 pupils to oach’ school. A, 
Ono of these schools, the Khulni Zilt school, is maintained 210% 
dy Govornmont, ono, the Paygrim-Kasbi High school at Kasba, 
is aidod by tho Distriot Bonrd, and eight are aided by Govern- 
mont, viz., tho Bagherhat school, tho Sitkhiri Prinnath sohool 
at Sitkbint, the B, De School at Tals, the Buhirdia school at 
Mansi, tho Daulatpar school, the Kharoria school at Mulghus, 
tho Naldba sohool at Naldho, and the Babulia Saimini Srinath 
Institution af Babulia, ‘horo aro also 12 unaided schools, vin, 
tho Ajogara school at Pal’'s Hat Bazar, the Banagrim Oontur 
school at Banagrtm, tho Khatisikhili-Maguré school at Kbalis 
Wht, the Icblishpus, Nekipus,Phuitall, Soot, Rangdia and 
Miksimil sohoole, the Phultalé Union school at Paygrim, and 
tho Raruli-Katipara-Banka-Bhawanipur Harischandra Institution 
at Raruli, ‘ho number of schools of thia class and the largo 
attendance at thom aro eloquent of tho increasing domand for 
English education, for in 1881 there wor only-4 High schools 
‘attonded by 439 boys and the aumber gradually rose to 8 schools 
swith 1,260 pupils in 1890 and to 17 with 8,185 pupils in 1900-01, 

‘There aro two hostels attached to the Khulna Zila School, one 
for Hindu and the othor for Mubammadan studenta, 

‘Thore has been a similar incroaso in the number of Middle 
English schools, the number rising from 12 in 1881 to 19 in 1800 
and to 26 in 1900-01, the attendanco rising in the same three 
yoors from 648 to 1,429 and 1,730. ‘Thero are now altogether 82 
‘schools of this class attended by 2,110 pupils, giving an average 
‘of 68 pupils at each school. ‘hore has, howover, beon a decrease 
in the number of Middle Vernnoulur schools, of which there wore 
46 with 2,226 boys on the rolls in 1890 ; for though the number of 
theso schools roso to 48 and tho attendance to 2387 in 1903, the 
+ returns for 1906-07 show only 46 schools with 1,662 pupil, ~* 

representing an average of 46 per school, ‘ho gradual decline 




















Pancane 









‘Tone 
ont BDU 





©) onmmn 
sowoots, 


160 KHUINA, 


of Middle Vernaoular schools is not a’feature peouliar to Khulna 
and is partly gxplainod by the fact that some of these schoole 
hhayo boon raised to tho status of Middlo English schools, 

‘The number of boys’ Primaxy schools in 1906.07 was 855, 

at whioh instruction was given to 20,196 pupils, Of theso 
sohools, 100 attended by 4,205 boys wore Upper Vximaxy schools, 
and 756 attended by 24,991 boys wore Lowor P'ximary schools, 
tho average attendanos at ench class of school boing 42 and 38 
respectively, ‘Tho progress of primary olucation in Khulad docs 
not appear from the retums to be very entisfaotory, for in 1890 
there wero 1,141 Primary schools attonded by 27,630 pupils, 
while the number of schools fell in 1000-01 to 878 umd of tho 
pupils to 25,046. ‘The numbor of schools has still further 
Geolined sinoo the your last narod, though this is not altogether 
matter of rograt as it is duo to the disappearanco of many. woak 
and ephemeral schools, ‘The numbor of pupils has increased by a 
little moro than 8,000, but it is still only 1,600 moro than in 1800 
in epite of the mbsequent growth of the population, 
Pho progrota of fomale atucation on the ofher hand has been 
ry marked in rocont, yoars, tho number of gitls recotving instrto- 
tion having risen during the Inst fivo ‘years from 2,610 to 4,221, 
roprosonting an advanos of over 60 per oont, ‘Thoro axe now 
128 sohools with 2,040 girls on tho rolls, and hesidos thoso thore 
aro 1,581 girls studying in boye’ schools, ‘The Khulni Munioi- 
pal gitls? school has rocontly boon converted into a Model Primary 
school, and it is notioonblo that 23 girls attond Middlo Tnglish 
schools, 

‘The only technical institution in the district is the Coronation 
‘Tochnioal school at Khuln® oponed in 1905, which is* maintained 
nd managed by the District Board. ‘The boys aro taught ont 
pentry and weaving, and tho number on tha rolls is 40, ‘There 
fs also om agricultural garden attached to the Zila school; and 
thore is a technical departmont attached to the hun National 
School mentioned bolow. 

‘Dhoro are 8 schools for tho training of Primary schools 




















teachers, known as Guru-training schools or third grado training 


sohools, situated one in each of tho 8 subdivisions, A training 
school was also opened at Nandanpur in 1905 for the education 
of Hindu ond Muhommadan widows snd schoolmasters’ wives, 
but this school was closed from tho Jst May 1907 until a com- 
petent toacher could bo found. 

Among other schools may be mentioned a National School, 
established at Khulna in 1907, which hes “about 100 boys 
on the rolls, It is under the management of some members of 
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tho looal Bar, and is maintained by private subscriptions. ‘Where 
is also a soparato school at Khulna for infant boys of 4 to 
6 yours of age. Other schools include 6 Sanskrit tole, 10 
‘Mohammadan makiabs and 11 night continuation schools, ‘There 
is also one private institution, a Koran school, which is attended 
by 25 boys, 

‘Tho Mubommadans of tho distriot cannot be desorihed as wenasce 
otherwiso than backward in respeot of education. ‘hough they 240%" 
account for 61 per cout. of the population, while the Hindus sore 
reprosent only 89 par cent:, the number of Hindus at sobools is 
26,486 or 66 per cont. of the total number, whereas the Muham- 
rmadans ageount for only 18,458 pupils or 88°65 of the total 
number reosiving instruction, 

hore aro six libraries situated at Khulna, Satkbixé, Sripar, 1, 

4, Khosta and Kukrul; besides three new libraries estab- #138, axo 

lished in 1904-06, vie., one at Karaptot, another at Bigherhit Bre, 
called the Havisatha Library, and a third at Belphalia. ‘There . 
aro two weekly nowspapors, the Khulnabasit, which has some local 
importance, and the Jéyaran published at Bigherhit. Another 
‘weekly paper, tho Minina, was formerly published, at censed to 
oxist in 1904. Tt was revived in 1906 and thon again disappear 
ed, the Kiuina Swrhia taking its plac. 
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GAZETIERR. 


Alaipur—A villogo in the Khulna subdivision, situatod at 
tho junction of tho Athiabinka and Bhairab rivers. Population 
(1901) 1,190. It had formerly a largo looal trade, but owing 
to tho silting up of the Bhairab ils importanoo as mn ontrepOt is 
on the decline, ‘There is still, howover, a considerablo alo of gur 
or molasses, and oxcellont pottery is manufactured. Professor 
Blochmann surmisos that Altipur may have been the residence of 
Sultan Ald-ud-din Husain Shih at tho close of the 15th century 
afore he became king of Bengal. 

‘Amadi,—A villago in tho Khulné subdivision, situated on 
the river Kebadek about 7 miles south of Chiindkhali. Close 
to tho river bank aro two tombs plaood longthways north and 
south, which are said fo be the tombs of Bura Khan and Fateh 
Kin, fathor and son, two followers of Khin Jahin Alt. ‘Tho 
northern tomb is on the bank of tho river, and was said to be 
on verge of falling into it in 1870, Wheso tombs were once 
cemented, but noarly all the cement has worn off, and thoy havo 
now the sppoaranco of ordinary brick tombs, A little furthor 
south is a raised pisco of land, with a brick foundation, 
surrounded by two or threo small tanks and a long artificial 
trench, According to local tradition, this elevation marks the site 
of the outcherry (Rachhari) of Bura and Fetch Khan, Farthor 
south still iso laxgo tank called the Kalki-dight ; it is now a mass 
of marsby jungle, but the surface induded within its high 
embankments is said to measure 100 tigias, Tho tank has no 
masonry ghat, but in the oontro of each of the four sides rises a 
cluster of tamarind froos. Along the river bank, at a point a 
little beyond tho tombs, is another lnmge tank eallod the Hathi- 
bandh, Near this tank, Sir James Westland writes in his 

ton the District of Jessore, “thore lies, ond bas lain 
during all the memory of the present gonoration, a cylindrical 
pieoo of grey stone about two fect long, Its ends are square, and 
its ciroumference out into twelvo facets. Round the middle of it 
is a high band, and there is a device, alternate triangle and 
square, carried round the twelve facets, ‘This stone, whateyer it 
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was meant for, came from a long distance away, for no such 
stone can be found for 150 miles round.” 

Asisuni.—A village in the Sitkhirs subdivision, situated 20 
miles (by river) south-east of Satkhirt at the junction of the 
Sobuili and Astsuni rivers. ‘There is an anchorage place hore 
for boats proosoding eastward while waiting for the tide. ‘Tho 
village contains a police station, a Public Works Department 
banga low and a large bazar; an annual fair is held during the 

ata, 

Bagherhat.—Hendquarters of tho subdivision of tho samo 
namo, situated in 22° 40’ N, and 89° 47’ TB, on the Bhairab, 22 
miles (by river) south-cast of Khulna. Population (1901) 1,124, 
‘Tho town was formorly connected with Khulni by a daily stoamor 
service, but this has been disoontinued owing to the silting up of 
tho Alsipur idl, and has been replaced by daily sorvice of bonts, 

‘Thore is a masonry ghat or landing place on the bank of the 
river, and opposite this gia, and within 200 yards from it, is a 
doublo-storied building which contains both the Subdivisional 
Officors? residence and court. To tho right of tho glat is a 
building orvoted a few yours ago for the courts of the threo 
Munsifs stationod Hore, and a little beyond it is the dak 
bungalow. Further on there are a ploaders’ library, charitable 
Aispousary, police buildings, sub-jail, mortuary, and the Munsifs’ 
Tosidential quarters. All thoso buildings, exoopt tho courts of 
tho Munsifs, face motalled road, which runs along the river 
bank and is the principal road of the station. In front of the 
sub-jail is reserved tank, from which the pooplo obtain their 
drinking water, the wator boing said to be #0 good that people 
como from distance of four miles by road or river for it, ‘To 
tho loft of the Innding ghat and close to it is a bazar, both sides 
of which aro lined with shops. ‘Tho bazar is called Miadhabganj, 
aftor a momber of a family of samindérs residing at Karapira, a 
village about 8 miles distant from Bagherhat. Hore a bi-weekly 
market is held on Sundays and Wednesdays, when boats come 
from Morrellganj, Khulna, and other places, and a brisk trado is 
carried on in rice, betel-nuts, coconuts, oto. ‘The chief exports aro 
paddy and betel-nuts, most of which go to Oaloutte, ‘Two largo 
fairs, Insting for month, are held in the wintor, when merchants 
and traders como in large numbers to dispose of their goods. ‘The 
prinoipal educational institution is a High school aided by 
Government, 

Bighorhit was mado the headquarters of the subdivision in 
1863, prior to which dato it was only a picoo of low jungle land 
on tho banks of the Bhairab, entered on the map simply as 

> “3 
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Baghir. Tt was, however, a place of some local importanco at 
the ond of the 18th contwy. ‘There aro somo remains, dating 
back to this period, immediately adjacont to tho subdivisional 
compound, where there is a amall space of ground raised a fow 
Sect above tho lovel of tho surrounding land. “Horo tho remains of 
briok enclosure walls and the foundations of a small brick build- 
ing have beon found, and at tho southern ond of the enclosure 
aro two tanks, the largest of which is known os tho Natklang, or 
all-room tank. In tho samo onclosare is another old {auk, called 
the Mithi-pukur, on’ono side of which an old hat or flight of 
steps wns discovored two foot below the eurfaco, whon it was 
re-oxoavated in 1868, ‘Tho steps wero worn, but tho floor above 
them, which had ornamental briok work, was in good, prosorva- 
tion, ‘These ruins dato buck to tho last half of ‘the 18th 
century and mark the site of the office, troasuxy and court of a 
Muhammadon lady, called the Bahu Begum, who recoived from 
the Nawah of Murshidabad a jagir in this part of the country, 
including @ 7th share (6 onnas) of the Khalifatabad pargana, 
within which Baghorhit lies. At the timo of the Permanent 
Scttloment Government commuted this grant into a money 
allowance, which the Bogum enjoyed till 1794, whon she died 
and the jayir lapsed. 

‘Pho namo of the place js also spelt Bagorhat, Baghishnt and 
Bagh-hat, ‘Tho origin of tho nome is not known and is the 
subjeot of sovoral theories. Ono theory is that it is a corruption 
of Bankerh&t or the market (/d/) at the tum of the river, for the 
lace lies just beyond a bend of the Bhairab, and Jani means tho 
winding or reach of a river. Others say that tho placo was 
formerly surrounded by jungle which was full of tigers (bayh) ; 
‘nd an alternative derivation is that a Muhammaden named Bakar 
established a market here. Another plausible suggestion is that 
tho market was sot up in what was onco the garden of Khan 
Tahin (known locally as Khan Jahan Alt or Khinja Alt) who, as 
related in Chapter IL, sottled and died here in tho 15th oontury. 

Tn tho neighbourhood of Bigherhat there are some buildings 
of considerable archeological interest erected by Khitn Jahén. 
They are approached by an old road, 12 foot wide and partly 
nid with bricks, which runs in a westerly direction from the land- 
ing ghat, ‘This rond is known as Khan Jahin’s sond, as tradition 
olates that it was constructed by him, At a distanco of 2} miles 
along the road aro the remains ofe small mosque, from which a 
narrow sido-road, also constructed by Khin Jahin end partially 
Jaid with bricks, runs southward to his tomb. It passes over an. 
artificial mound, which is believed to have been made from the 
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earth obtained from a tank, oalled the Thakurdight, which ho 
oxedvated. Procooding a little furthor on, the ruins of a gatoway 
aro mot with, passing through which wo come to the dargah or 
mausoloum of Khin Jahan, . 

‘Tho mausoloum is a splendid spocimen of tho solid masonry 
work of the 16th oontury, which oven the influence of the climato 
has not boon ablo to affect, It ia a solid brick building, 42 foot 
8 inches square, oovored by o largo dome with an ornamental’ 
pinnaclo ut tho top ; tho height of tho outside walls to the spring 
of tho domo is 24 foot 2 inchos. In the oontre is the tomb of 
Khin Jahin, a stone saroophagus, rosting on a double stone 
terrace, ‘Tho latter again stands on a briok terrace, which was 
ormamonted with glazod tiles of various pattorus, blue and white 
Doing tho prodominating colours: ‘The floor was also Inid out 
with similor hoxagonal tiles, which formod ono of the most 
attractive fonturos of the building. But most of them have 
boon romoved, and unfortunately they cannot be replaced, as 
rooont experiments at Gaur havo sown that it is impossiblo at 
prosont to produco glazod tiles (o matoh tho old ones, Some well 
Proservol épovimons, howovor, aro in the India Musoum, aud 
thors aro plaood round tho suvophagus. ‘Tho custodians of tho 
tomb allege that tho damage is duo to thioves entaxing the place 
at night, and digging into tho tomb, in tho hope. of finding troa- 
surg, in apito of tho vonoration in which tho saint is held, 

‘Tho sarcophagus is coverod with a black stone, about 6 foot 
in length with a xomded top ; and the terraces below it have 
stono alabs ovor them covered. with insoriptions, all pious sentonoos 
in Arabio and Porsian, On tho xounded stone of the sarcoph- 
agus thore ar 104 squares, the first five squares containing an 
insoription ‘The God, tho only God, who i 
ing 99 squares aro ns many epithets of God, such as the Moroi- 
ful, tho Lvorlasting, tho Bquitable, oto, Within a trinngle on 
the south sido of this stone tho following is insoxibed— his 
tomb is o past of tho garden of Heaven for the groat Khau, 
Khin Jahan, God bo morciful to him. Writon on the 26th 
Zil Hiijjah in the your 863.” ‘his date corresponds to tho 28rd 
of October 1459. In the oantro of the slab on the south of the 
terrace supporting this stone thor is a square enolosing a 
circle, which oontaine tho following insoription :~** A poor slavo 
‘of God, who was old and woak and prayed for meroy, and who 
‘was a friond of tho dogoondants of the ohief of all tho prophets, 
and also of the Jearnod, an enemy of the infidels, 9 helper of the 
‘Mubommadans, ond a dofonder of Talim, passed out of this 
world. His name was Alagh Khan Johiu, God be merciful to 
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him. Ho left this world for a bottor one on the night of 
Wodnosday, 26th Zil Tijjah, and was buried on Thursday; the 
27th of the samo month in the year 863.” Another inscription 
on tho south sido of tho first tormoo is— Wo bogin life in this 
world by crying ; trials and hardships follow, while death ends 
all” ; and thero aro two vorses, of which tho following translation 
has boon givon by Mr. Sundor: 

“Remembor, O frionds, doath is cortain, doath is sur. 

Itis a thon in tho gerdon. =. 

Donth is certain, death is sure. 

Death is tho greatost onemy of all living things, 

‘And is difforont from othor enomios. 

Death is certain, death is sure. 

‘Tho accursed Satan is your enemy ; 

Ho trios to chango your faith. 

‘Bo careful, be watchful. 

Death is certain, death is sure. 

In all communities the great forgivo the faults of tho wook ; 

‘And the poot well says— 

Death is certein, death is sure.” 

To the wost of the mausoloum is a mosque in which tho saint 
is said to havo spont a part of his last yoars in prayer; and 
between the two buildinge is tho tomb of Muhammad Tahir, who 
is said to havo boon tho Diean or Primo Minister of Khin Jahan. 
Some pious sontencos aro insoribed on it, and tho following 
ingoription is in Arabio charactors :— ‘This tomb is a part of tho 
garden of Honvon and of a groat friend, by name Muhammad 
Tahir, 863 Zil Hijjah.” This Muhammnd ‘Tahir was tho 
Brabman Dhodn of Khin Jahin and tho founder of tho soot of 
Pir Alis, of whoso conversion to Isl&m an acount has been given 
in Obaptor III. 

Immodiately to the south of Khan Jabin’s mausoleum there 
is a Insgo tank called tho Thikur-dighf, bocauso an imag of 
tho god Siva is said to havo been found in it. ‘Tho image 
is now at a village called Sivabiri to tho cast of Baghorhit, 
and one of its arms bears the marks of a out from a hodali, 
‘Tho tonk contains a number of cxooodiles, which aro rogularly fed 
by the Hiadims or custodians of tho buildings. They are belioved 
tobe the desoondants of two crocodiles kopt by Khan Jobin, 
which. wore called Kalipar and Dhalapis, ie, black sido and 
white sido, ‘Tradition says that when Khinja Als called thom by 
their names, they would come to him from the xemotest comer of 
the tank, and their descendants hear and obey the same call. 
They ero quito. tame and will take fowls, from the hands cf 
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pilgrims without attacking thom, On the noxth-wost side of the 
‘Whakar-dighi thero is a building, nearly as large as Khan 
‘Tahau's mausoloum, in which a fiir named Ahmad Aly, but also 
called Zinda ‘Fokix, was buried. ‘The lattor name, whioh meons 
tho living fadar, is explained by a slory thet, when his body was 
boing putin the tomb, ho roso snd called out to the mourners to 
bring his Kordn, A mosquo adjoining the tomb hos boon con- 
‘verted into a cow-shed. 

‘Pho logond connestod with thoso buildings of Khin Iahin is 
as follows. Whon Khin Jahan was old and near the and of his 
days, he asked God whore ho should go to dio and be buried. 
God pointed out to him this placo, and so he camo here, erootal a 
‘mosque and tomb for himself, and dug a tank, ashe always did 
beside hie buildings, In exoavating this tank he dug very decp 
indeod, and yet failed to find any water, At last the diggers 
reached a Hindu temple, into which Khanja AM entered. Ho 
found a dovotoo siting inside, whom ho asked for water. ‘Tho 
devotee at once caused tho fountains of tho deop to gush forth in 
such abundance that it was with difficulty that Khanja Ali and 
the diggers escaped in time to tho bak. ‘Tho devoteo’s templo is 
Tbeliovod sill to exist at tho bottom of the tank, but it has boon syen 
only by one man, who was outting tho branches of a troe on tho 
edge of the tank. Suddenly he oriod out “ There is the dovoteo 
walking”; and the momont he snid so, tho branch on which ho 
stood snapped, and ho fell down and died, His body was buried 
closo by, within the prooinots of the mosque, ‘The logond. of the 
tank is a curious ona in ono respect ; it is a Muhemmadun fable, 
though its subjoct i Hindu divinity. Am annual meld or fair is 
held on the grounds near the tomb of Khin Jahin upon the 
supposed anniversary of bis death, the full moon of .Chnitra 
(March-April), On this occasion Muhammadan women assomble 
in largo numbers, and offor fowls to tho crocodiles in the tank, in 
the boliof that this offoring will prooure them offspring. 

At a distanco of 1} miles from the road to chin Jahin’s tomb, 
there is another briok-lnid rond, also asoribed to Khan Jabin, 
leading to the building called Satgumbss, Proooeding along 
ik a short distance, we reach a large gatowsy with a pointed areh, 
which is still porfoot, Botwoon this gateway and the east, side of 
the Sitgumbar, which faces it, axo the remains of what was once 
a courtyard with a masonry floor, where peoplo used to mest and 
poxform their ablutions before eutering the Satgumbax for 
prayers, Tho placo is now nogloctod and covered with jungle. 





# J, Westland, Revoré on the District of Jessore, p> 18, 
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Tho Satgumbar is a laxgo oblong building built of chisolled 
Inicks. It is 159 feet 8 inches long and 105 foot broad, while its 
height from tho ground to the roof is 21 fect 7 inches, Inside, 
the length of the building is 143 feot 3 inches, and its breadth is 
88 foet, tho thioknoss of tho walls on all sides being 8 foot. ‘Tho 
roof is composed of 77 domes (eleven rows of soven) supported by 
arches on sixty pillars below ; no loss than twonty-ono of tho 
domes are moro or less damaged, and there aro croks in tho 
walls, ‘Tho pillars aro builé of grey stono, and soom originally 
to have been enongod in brick, five of thom still having a brick 
casing. At tho four comers of the building aro four minarots, 30 
foot in ciroumferenoo and 13 fect above tho level of tho roof, 
‘The two to the east cnn bo climbed by menus of winding staironses 
from tho inside of the building, ono of thom being called the 
andha kotha ox dork building and the other the rauslan kotha or 
light building. ‘They were obviously intondod for tho uso of tho 
‘Muazzin, who wont up them five times a day to sound the axdn, 
ives; call the people to prayer. 

‘Tho main entrando is to tho east and is flanked by fivo 
smaller archod ontranogs on either side, while the northern ond 
southern walls have cach sovon similar entrances. Looking 
straight west from tho main entrance into the hall of the 
‘building slong its oontral aisle, we fac a large stone milrab, 
or prayer niche in the west wall of the structure, in which 
tho imam or lender used to stend and lead tho prayers. On 
either side of this milrad aro five prayer niches, -but a small 
door bas been let through ono of the latter. ‘The Iooal legend is 
that thieves dug into tho niche and broko it in the hope of finding 
treasure. ‘There aro also twelvo small niches in the north wall 
‘and tvalvo in the south wall. Tho arches of the doorways, and 
‘also those in tho west wall containing the prayer niches, aro 
ornamented with five small ircles or rosettes, ono in the centro 
and four round it (arranged thus ©), which are believed to 
roprosent tho arms of the then reigning king of Bengal, Mahmiid 
Sith o the coins struck by this sovereign bear similar oirales on 

em. 

‘Tho name Sitgumbay, i.., the mosque of 60 domes, may be 
duo to the ordinary Indian prodilection for round numbers, 
or it may bo a corruption of Satitiar-gumbsz, for the build- 
ing has actually 77 domos and is sometimes called by that name, 
{thes boon said that the building was not a mosque, but a darbar 
hall bail by Khan Jahin; but this story deserves as little aredit 
as another tale of his treasure being deposited beneath the floor. 
Tho latter belief is, however, prevalent, and thieves have before 
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now dug into the pillars in tho hopo of finding treasure, ‘Tho 
Duilding was cloarly intended to be amoaque, ‘There are the 
usual prayer niches or mifirdbs in the back wall to the west, 
small door loads through the latter into the interior as in 
all largor mosques in India, and the style is in every respect 
that of a mosque, tho only peculiarity being the lage number 
of domes covoring the roof,’ As a building it is of inferior 
‘workmanship as compared with the tomb of Khin Jabin, Tt has 
also suffered much from the effoots of timo, as well as from tho 
Aampnoss of tho olimato, and is generally in a bed state of repair, 
It is, however, a peculiar structure, and it has been decided to 
provorve it as a partial ruin, 60 as to show what it was like whon 


completo, 

‘No tho north-west of the Satgumbaz there is « very largo 
tank called Ghori-dight, which was excavated by order of Khan 
Johan, Ho-is said to have called it Ghori-dight becauso 
hho mado it of tho longth that hors an without being tired, 
This tank also has a number of black orooodilos, which como 
to bo fod ns soon as called, tho oall boing “Como Kalapar 
(black side),” and “Como Dhaltpar (whito side).” A litle to 
tho north of tho Sitgumbas thoro is a small mosque, now in 
ruins, and alongside it is o tank called the Bis-pakur or poison 
tank, from which no body will take water. It is said that one 
of tho wives of Khin Jahn, called Sont Bibi, took poison on 
his doath, throw horsolf into the tank, and was thero drowned, 
‘Tho other wifo, named Baghi Bibi, was buried on the wost sido 
of tho Ghord-dight; and a small mosque, which stands near hor 
tomb, is named aftor her. ‘Thoro aro numerous other moaquos 
creotod by Khin Jahin and his followers, who aro skid to havo 
oon no loss than 360 in number. Ono of them is of rather 
argo dimensions, with a brond tank facing it, and is said 
to have been built by ono Snidat Khin, a disciple of the 
warrioy saint, ‘Tho ruins of a brick-built bridge remain to show 
that the stream which flows past this place, called the Magri 
Nadi, was a laxgo river four or five hundred yoars ago, when it 
‘wos spanned by o substantial bridge. On tho banks of this 
atroam is a landing-plnco, or rathor the riins of one, designatod 
‘Patharer Ghat.” 

Bagherhit Subdivision—Rastern subdivision of the district 
lying between 21° 44’ and 22° 59’ N., and between 89° 82 and 
89° 68’ B., with an area of 679 squaro miles, excluding tho 
Sundarbans tract. It is bounded on the north by the distriats 


® For much of the above information I am indeblod to ® pamphlet by 
‘Me. D, H. Bs Sunder. z 

















ito KHULNA. 


of Jossore and Fartdpur, on tho cast by tho Madhumati, which 
divides it from Backergango, on tho south by tho Bay of Bongal, 
‘and on the wost by the Khulna subdivision. Its population 
‘was 369,041 in 1901, as against 340,059 in 1801, the density 
deing 535 porsons to the square milo, ‘Cho subdivision contains 
1,045 villagos, but no towns. Its headquarters aro at Daghorhat, 
and tho chiot trade contros aro Morrollganj and Kachus, Vor 

« fadminiatative purpotos itis divided into the thinas of Bigher. 
hit, Morrellganj, Mollahit and Rampal. 

‘Bardal—A ‘villago in tho Khulut subdivision, situatod 
on tho Kabadak opposite OhindKhali. It contains ono of tho 
largest markota in tho Gistriot, a much froquonted fat boiug held 
here evory Sunday. It has now eclipsod Chandkhili on tho 
opposite side of the river, which formerly was tho most important 
murts of the Sandarbans. Tt is common to find vicissitudes of 
this kind in the fortunos of neighbouring /a/s, 

Chandkhali.—A village in Khulna subdivision, situated in 
thin Paikgicht on the Kabadak about 10 miles’ north of tho 
place where that river enters the Sundarbans. Tho place is of 
somo historioal interest as boing ono of the first markets sot up 
in the Sundarbans, and clso tho headquartors of what was 
practically tho first subdivision ostablishod in Bengal, both boing 
‘created by Mr. Monckell, Magistrate of Jossoro, at the oloso of 
tho 18th oontury. ‘Tho routo from tho oastor distriols to 
Caleutta thon a8 now passod by Kachut, Khulnk, Ohindkhali, 
and by tho xivor leading past Knliganj; but this route was 
south of tho oultivated tracts, and for the most part lay through 
uninhabitod forost. In 1785-86, as part of his schomo for tho 
reclamation of tho Sundarbans, Mr. Honokell ostablishod, for 
oats passing through this inhospitable tract, three markets, 
whero travollors might most with tradors and obtain pro- 
visions. Ond of thoso markets was at Ohindkhili, the other 
two being at ‘Kachui and Hoenckellganj. Chandkhali also 
ocame the sot of a subdivision in 1786, when Mr. Henckall 
established what ho called a “catoherry of referenoo” for the 
trial of claims made by zamindérs in respect to their bound- 
aries, ‘This he placed in chargo of Mr. Foster, ono of his 
assistants, who was also directed to take cognizance of civil and 
criminal matters arising within a radius of 30 miles from Ohind- 
Khali, exoopt when they were of importance, when he was to 
rofor thom to Mr. Honokell himself. ‘The briok building erooted 
by Mr. Honokell to sorvo as a kécihéri was in existence till 20 
years ago, when it fell into the river ; and the only memorial 
of Mr, Henckell now left is o tank attributed to him, whose 
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antiquity is attested by largo banyan trees growing along throo 
of ite sides, ‘Thivty yours ago Ohindkhili was still ono of tho 
loading marta of the Sundarbans, but it was gradually oclipsod 
by Suhob’s Hat at Bardal on tho other sido of tho river, ‘ho 
village contains o disponsary opened in 1809, anda outchony 





atod on tho river Madhumati, It has a bamr of considorublo 
importanco, snd a Inxgo trado in onttlo is oariod on. It is tho 
sito of an annual fair hold at tho end of March, which Insts for 
six days and is attonded hy about 2,000 pooplo daily. 

Chuknagar.—A villogo situated in tho Dumria thana of tho 
Khulné subdivision, It contains a District Bonrd Inspootion 
Dungalow, and a largo hat is hold twiow a wook, An annual fair 
takes place hore in November or Dooomber aftor the Dumrit 
fair, 

Damrail.—A villago in tho Satkhira subd i 
tho loft bank of tho river Kalindl, a fow milos noxth-wost. of 
Tawaripur. Itoontains a tomplo oallod tho Navaratna, which must 
‘once havo boon a fino structure. It is now, howover, in ruins, 
and of tho nino otras or pinnnclos which crowned it, eight havo 
fallen down and only tho coutral ono, which was tho biggest, is 
loft, Its top is ovorgrown with jungle, but littlo damage has boon 
dono to tho side walls, which aro of solid masonry. ‘ho building 
has a ciroular room in tho contro, tho vault ovor which oarries tho 
highost pinnacle, On tho four oorners of this room there aro 
four side rooms, whioh aro enclosed within four outer walls, ‘Tho 
four innor walls run paraltol to tho four outer onos and separate 
tho ontral room from tho side rooms, Over each of the four 
corners of tho inner and outer walls thero was a pinnacle, which, 
with tho one over tho contrat vault, mado up the nino chrras. 
‘ho outer walls nro ongravod with Aguros of Hindu gods and 
goddesses, On the western wall there is an insoription, which is 
now ao much effacod that only a few words can bo road with great 
diffioulty. 

‘Pho Navaraina is said to havo ben built by Raja Bikxa- 
midityo, tho father of Pratapfditya, some timo duriug the third 
quarter of tho 16th oontuxy. ‘Thoro is no idol within tho 
‘Navaratnn, and it is bolioved that tho building was novor 
dodioated to a god or goddess and nover contained uny image, 
It is said to havo boon built fora difforont object, vis., as 
samaj-mandir. When Bikraméditya established himeolf in Khuln 
hho induoed many Brahmans end Kayasths of respeoable fami 
to come from various parle of Bengal ond settle neur his capital, 
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He established a samaj or assembly for the guidanos of hig 
subjects in social matters and styled himself its head. Tho 
assembly consisted of nino mon, who, like the nino sagos in the 
‘court of Maharaja Bikramaditya of Ujjain, were called nasaraina, 
or nine goms, ond it was in tho aamdj-mandir that they usod to 
meot for consultation. ‘Tho name Naveraina is said to oommo- 
morato the fact that it was their mooting place ; but the dosigna- 
tion is a common ono for Bengali tomplos with nino towors or 
pinnacles. 

Daulatpur—A village in the Khulna subdivision, situated 
5 miles north of Khulna. Population (1901) 808. It contains a 
station on the Eastern Bengal Stato Railway, a tahell kachhari 
of the Saiyadpur Trust estate, charitable dispensary (opened in 
1866), a High English school, and an Arts college established a 
fow years ago, which is called the Doulatpur Hindu Academy. 
A large trade in betel-nuts, molasses, juto and timber is carried 
on here, 

Debhat®.—A town in the Satkhira subdivision, situated on 
tho Jamuné river, 8 miles north-cast of Kaliganj. Population 
(1901) 5,454. It was constituted a municipality in 1876, and 
the area within municipal limits is 3:3 square miles. The town 
contains a polico outpost and a dispensary opened in 1907, 
‘There is a local trade in sundri wood, and limo is manufactured 
from shells, 

DiimghAt—An old copital of Raj. Prataptitys, the site 
of which is disputed. Tho place now known as Dhiimghat is 
situated in Sundarbans lot No. 165, about 3 miles from Iswaripur. 
Te is 0 big strotch of swampy paddy fields, with groups of cul 
tivators’ hats scattered here and there, and though it contains 
am old tank, there is no trace of any ruins. The general 
consensus of opinion is that this was not the old Dhimghat. 
Acoording to some, the sito of that city is now occupied by the 
village of Bansipur, 2 or 3 miles distant from Iswaripur, where 
there are some remains of old masonry structures. According to 
other, Dhimghit was in Sendarbons lot No. 169, which is 0 
Government reserve forest, known locally as the ‘Tirkiti junglo, 
about 10 or 12 miles from Iswaripur. The remains reported to 
be slill extant at this place are some mold msonry rains, including 
idated math, about 25 fest high, resembling a temple in 
srbilectie, © lank, the reqaius of & pakZ roel, ant vera] 
garden trees, which do not ordinarily grow in the Sundarbans, 
such as bakul, gab, eto.* 

©T am indebted’ to Bibo Obira Chandra Cbatieri, Subdivinional Oficor of 
SitKhIN, for the abovo information, 
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Dumria or Dumuris,—A village in tha Khulni subdivision, 
situated 21 miles (by river) east of Khulna. Population (1901) 
3,847, Tt is the headquarters of  thina, and also contains a sub- 
rogistry office and a disponsary opened in 1904, which is called 
tho Satish Chandra Mukhorji dispensary after a former Collector. 
‘An oxtonsive trade is oamfod on in rico and suger, and also in 
boats, which aro built here, A fair is held during tho Rasjatra 
fostivel in Ootobor or November. 

Faktrhit,—A villogo in the Bigherhat subdivision, situated 
noarly half way betwoo Khulné and Bigherhtt. Tt contains a 
police outpost and inspootion bungalow, but was formorly of 
much mére importanoo than at prosont, Tt has still a largo bazar, 
hhowovor, ani carries on a considerable trado in rioo, botol-nuta, 
coconuts and sugar. ‘Tho land at Fakithat is exceptionally high 
for tho Sundarbans, and grows date trees to a cortain extent. 
Sugar is manafactared from the produce of those trees, and also 
from molnssoa (gur) importod from othor districts, 

Gopiilpur.—A villago in the Sitkhirh subdivision, situated 3 
milos from Iswaxtpur, It contains a tomple said to have boon 
ono of four erected by Pratapaditys, ‘Thoso tomplos stood at right 
angles to cach other, enclosing a reotangular spnoo on tho right 
bank of tho river Jamuni, which has now silted up, ‘Those on 
tho southorn, wostern and northorn sides have fallen down and are 
a hoap of rains, and the ono on tho oastorn sido is tho only 
one now standing, but the uppor storey ovon of this tomple hus 
fallon down, ‘Tho lowor storey is in the form of an oblong, 
with a otairongo inside; and tho walls aro engraved with images of 
Hindu gods and goddessos. ‘Thor wasn Dol-maniir in front of 
tho temple, which has also fallen down, Altogether, tho tomplo 
is in a vory dilapidated condition; it is overgrown with junglo 
and ia tho haunt of bats and wild pig, ‘Tho idol of Gobinda 
said to havo beon brought hy Pratipaditya from Puri, was 
formerly onshrined in tho upper storoy, but it was removed over 
a hundred years ago and is now in tho houso of the adhikart or 
horeditay priest at Raipur. Onoo a year, at tho time of tho 
‘Dol festival in February, itis taken to village Nunnager, which 
‘contains the residenoo of somo desoondants of Pratapaditya, who 
hold a high social position among the Bangej Kayasths of Bengal. 
‘At a short distanoo from the tomple there is a big tank about 
100. Lighds in area, which, sooording to tradition, was dug by 
Pratipiditya, It was apparontly a magnificent sheot of water 
at ono time, but at prosont is overgrown with weeds. 

Iswaripur—A village in the Satkhird subdivision, situated 
12} miles south of Kaliganj on tho Jamun’ river, close to ite 
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junotion with the Iohhamati, Population (1901) 362. Histori- 
‘ally, Iswaxipar is ono of the most intoresting plaoos in tho 
distriot, for it was the capital of Bikraméditya in tho latter 
half of tho 16th oontury, Lt was also known as Yasohara, a 
name which moans eithor supremoly glorious or the depriver of 
glory, the logond boing that tho treasure takon hero from Gaur 
hy Bikraméditya was so great, that; thenooforth that groat city 
was oolipsod by the oity in tho Sundarbans, ‘The lnttor namo, 
abbroviated to Jasor, was extondod to tho adjoining country, 
and was eventually given to tho prosont town of Josoro, 
‘Tho former namo is said to bo duo to tho faot that Prata- 
plditya, tho son of Bikramdityo, built hore a great tomplo 
dodioated to Kali; nud thoro is still a tomple in tho villago, 
called the tomple of Jasoreswari, which oontains an image of 
tho goddess. 

‘Tho most important remains oxtant are an old fort and 
tho buildings known as the Tongn Masjid, HAadrkhind ond 
Biadwist, ‘The fort ia a largo enolosuro surrounded by im= 
monso ombankments, a little south of tho junotion of tho 
Jamun and Ichhimatl. Some say that it was a tank, but this 
thoory is improbable, for ther aro no loss then sixtoon tanks 
round about tho onclosure, and a further supply of water oould 
not havo boon novssaxy. "Whothor tank or fort its formor gloxy 
has departed, for tho oultivator has twmod up tho soil and 
planted it with paddy. Praotionlly tho only romains aro a 
‘mont connestod with tho old channol of tho Jamun river and 
high mud ramparls enclosing a largo quadrangulny spnoo, ‘Tho 
ramparts now gorvo as house sites and gardovs, and tho onolosed 
space as rico ficlds, Stono balls, somotimos covered with iron 
platos, aro found now and then by cultivators in tho folds, and 
in ono part of tho xamparts heaps of rofueo iron nro mot with, 
which indionto that something Ifko an iron foundry may have 
existed and confirm the loonl tradition thot guns wore made 
hore, South of this fort is a largo mosque called ‘Tonga 
Masjid. It is built of soli masonry, and is 140 foot in length 
by 85 feot broad, the hoight of the domes, of which there are 
five, messured on the inside, being 85 foot. ‘I'he building 
appears to have sunk a good doal, and tho domes aro ornoked, 
ut it is still on imposing struoturo and is used rogulatly as a 
mosque by the looal Muhammadans, 

On tho north-east of tho fort are the remains of a building 
called Baradwaxi, which is enid to have boon Pratapaditya’s 
hall of audience, In front of it is a tank which must formorly 
have been afino shest of water, Another building is called 
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the Hafckhina or jail. ‘This also was a fine brick building, and 
the root is still intaot in spite of the noglect of centuries and 
the ravages of the damp climate, ‘Tradition says that it was 
originally three stories high, and that two havo now sunk below 
the surfeos of tho gromd. ‘The name Hafizkhiné appears to be 
a mimmomer, for the building is obviously a hanambbana or bath, 
‘Thore are marks of pipos passing though tho walls, and resexvoixs 
for watox, which clearly show that it could not be mything else 
Duta Turkish bath, South-oast of tho fort are the ruins of what 
is gonorally belioved to havo bon the palace of the Raja, Now 
thore is only a high homestead site, called the Rajiari-blita by 
tho villagers, with romains of old bricks and a long compound 
wall along the village rond. 

Ata little distanoo to the east of Tonga Masjid, the TRaja’s 
tutelary deity, tho goddess Kali, is enshrined in a building that 
has been kept in good ropair. In former times, it ia eaid, sho 
looked southward ond tho londs on tho south were oteared ; but 
tho Rajs offonded hor, and one day when he went to prostrate 
himsolf before hor, sho turned hor faco in displeasure to the 
ost. Henco the Innds on the wost are still leas, but on the 
south they havo boon under junglo over since the goddess turned, 
from Praiapaditya and his glory departed. ‘The shrine is not a 
temple of the usual shape, but a roctangular building, like an 
ordinary pQjé-bari, with a spacious quadrangle in front, enclosed 
by long rows of rooms, ono of which is double-storied, None 
cof these buildings are anciont, having beon erected about 100 
years ago by the adlitarts or priests of Jasoroswari. ‘There aro 
‘evo tablets, ono in Sanskrit and another in the vernncular, to 
this effect. ‘Tho tradition is that tho prosont shrine remained 
without a roof till the pieco of iron that was on the top of the 
original tomple was found among the rains and removed to it, 
Tho sito of tho ancient tomplo of Jasoreswari is pointed out at a 
short distance from the prosent building. Hore remains of old 
masonry work are still visible. 

‘There are a fow minor remaine in and about the village. 
‘At a short distance from the Tenga mosque is » small rectane 
gular bailding now overgrown with jungle, which is said to 
havo been a temple of Siva orectod by Man Singh alter the 
defeat of Pratipaditya, In front of the mosque are some hol-, 
lows covered with ruins, whioh, nooording to some, are the graves 
of Muhammadan generals defeatod by Vratapédityo, while others 
declare that they mark the site of undorgrownd magazines. 
Another high mound, now overgrown with trees and strown 
with brick remains, commands an old channel of the Jamana. 
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‘Pho Tohhimati, which neatly surrounds the old town of Jasor 
Iswaripur, was onoe a largo flowing stream. It is s0 reprosentod 
in Rennoll’s atlas, but it has now silted up towards tho north 
and is impassable for any but small boats. South and cast 
of Iawarfpur aro the dobris of old buildings, and tho plaoo is 
callod Tirkati, On tho opposite sido of tho Ichhamatt a largo 
‘area is strewn over with bricks and the foundations of old build. 
ings. ‘his placo goes by the namo of TorkAti, Those namos 
woro probably given with xoforonco to the rapidity with which 
tho clearings wore effected. ir signifies an arrow, and tex 
md the names would moan out with the spood 
of an orrow and out quickly.” 

Jatrapur.—A village ond market ia tho Baghorhat sub- 
division, situated midway botwoon Fakivhat ond Baghorhat, 
‘Tho village is of considerable size and has an oxtonsive trade in 
betol-nuts and coconuts, It is chiefly notable for a Jargo tomple 
of the Vaishnava soot dedicated to Gopal, which was orootod 
about threo genorations ago, by a Vaishnava Bubaj! named 
Ballabh Dis. The woalth which he employed to raise and 
ondow tho tomple was acquired by begging; but his followers 
attribute to him miraculous powers, booauso after ooming to the 
country a ponniloes beggar, ho managed to build a fine tomplo 
to his god. ‘To this tomple of Gopal, therefore, a now tomple 
has been addod, dedicated to the Babaji, which was built by his 
followers upon the spot where he was buried, ‘Tho templos 
‘are froquontly visited by pilgrims, who make journeya of oven 
threo to four days in order to visit them, 

Kachus.—A village in the Baghorhat subdivision, situated 
at tho junction of tho Bhairab and Madhymatt rivers, about 6 
miles cast of Bigherhat, It contains a police outpost, a sub. 
registry office and a considerable bazar. It owes its foundation 
to Mr. Henokell, being ono'of tho three marketplaces which, ne 
related in Ohaptor IL, wore established in the Sundarbans by him 
towards the close of the 18th century. A oreck or kia? divides 
the village into two parts, and is orossod by a masonry bridge, 
built, according to a rade inscription, by one Banst Kundu, who 
also erected a small tomple close by. Large quantities of kaohu, 

* q kind of yam, aro grown here, from which oiroumstanoo the 
village probably dorives its name. 

Kalaros.—A villago in tho Satkhiré subdivision, situated on 
tho Botn&, 12 miles north of Satkhird. It contains a police 

© Antiguition of the Swndorbane, Statistical Reporter, 1870, T am alia 
fndebted to, Biba Chiru Chandra Ohatterfi, Sabdivisional Officer of Sftkhies, for 

« Sqformtion regaeding the remains at Teyaripur, 
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station, sub-rogistry offs, inspootion bungalow, and a dispen- 
sary, which was established in 1896, It has a fairly large 
‘bazar, tho principal trade being in molassos, sugar end xico, 
Kalaroi was formerly a muniofpality, but ceased to be so before 
tho formation of the disixiot, 

Kaliganj—A village in tho Sitkbir subdivision, situated 
on tho Kénksiali river, 82 miles (by river) south-wost from 
Sitkhird, ‘Cho Jamun usod to flow by tho village, but the 
channel to the south has silted up. It contains a polioo station, 
sub-rogistry offico, inspootion bungalow, and. a disponsxy, whioh 
was opened in 1897 and is known as tho Vinoont dispensary 
after a former Collootor. ‘Tho village lies on the boat route 
‘botwoon Celouita and Baste Bengal, and has a large bazar 
and a considerable local trade. It is also noted for its manu- 
facturo of oarthenwaro pottery, cutlory ond articles made of 
horn, It was formerly tho headquarters of municipal union 
of villagos, 

Kapilmuni—A villogo in the Khulna subdivision, situated 
6 miles south of ‘Pali on tho banks of tho Kabadok xiver 
connected with Jhingergichi railway siation on the astern 
Bongal Stato Railway by steamer service, It has a fainly 
argo bazar, ond a market is hold twioo © week on Sundays and 
‘Thursdays. It in not a plaoo of any considorable trado, bat it 
in the headquarters of throo samindiri ¢a/sils; and a largo fair 
(mela) is annually held here, which Insts for 18 days and is 
attended by 6,000 to 7,000 poople, ‘Tho plaoo derives its namo 
from « Hindu sngo (muni) nomed Kapil, who is said to have 
taken up his abode here in snoiont times, probably when it was 
still a denso forost, and to havo ostablished the worship of the 
goddess Kapiloswari, ‘This sago is not the groat Kapil, who, 
according to Hindu mythology, destroyed the sons of Sagar; 
and beyond the fact that he was a devotee who installed the idol 
of his goddess, nothing is known of him. Hi till 
preserved howover by the annual mela above referred to, which is 
held on Baruni day in March, as thnt, # is said, was the doy on 
which Kapil’s prayers wore aooeptod in heavon. ‘Tho mela is a 
great bathing festival, for, according to looal belief, the Kabadak 
at this place, and for that day, coquires tho sanctity of tho 
Ganges, a result duo to the virtue of Kapilmuni or Kapileswari, 
‘Pho old templo of Kapileswart Zell down long ago, and a now 
‘ono built about 1850 by tho lessee of the place, Mx. Mackenzie of 
Thingergichs, shared tho came fato, being domolished by tho 
cyclone of 1867. The goddess is at present enshrined in a thatched 
but. ‘Tho village algo ontains th tomb of a Muhammadan 
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saint Jafar Al, which is a place of pilgrimage for devout Musal- 
mina, It is covered. 4 thatched roof and is in charge of 
‘somo flars, who havo grants of land for its support. 

‘Ag rogards tho history of tho placo and of othor ruine in tho 
neighbourhood. the following oxtract is quoted from Six Jamos 
Westland’s Report:—“Moro about Kapilmuni is not known, 
and the absonco of tradition is probably duo to tho fact that 
those places havo not boon continuously inhabited, excopt in 
modern times. ‘When, a hundred yonrs ago, advancing civilizae 
tion reached this point, the plaoo and tho eago wory new to the 
new sottlors, and they havo handed down to thoie postovity 
only the little tradition thoy pioked up thomeolvos, 

“Tn somo other ruins noar hore thoro is evidenoo of thia 
want of continuity of habitation, At a plaoo oalled Agri, a 
rile away, there are two or throe mounds, Ono of these has beon 
excavated and found to cover somo ancient brick houses, tho 
walls and windows of which aro ensily soon by desoouding into 
tho oxoavation, ‘Thoro is not a doubt that the other mounds con. 
tain tho seme eort of ruins, Iam informed that those mounds 
exist not only horo, but at intervals all the way betwoon ‘ald on 
tho north and Ohdndkhili on tho south, a distanoo of somo four- 
toon miles. How old theso mounds aro, and whon the houses they 

* cover wore inhabited, it is impossible to aay, ‘Tho houso I saw 
‘was only about tho sizo of a well-to-do husbandman's dwolling ; 
but for all I know, there may bo ome larger, ‘Thoro are somo 
hollows, the apparent remains of tanks thnt onoo existed noar tho 
houses, but thoro is no mark of wall or ditsh round the mounds 
that T examined, Of the inhabitants of the dwollings that onoo 
existed hore, there is at presont not ovon a tradition, ‘Thoy wore 
not unlikely somo anciont settlers in the place, who had 
disappeared with all their work liofore the present raoe came into 
this part of tho land. ‘The present ruce dates from about a 
hundred years back, and tho older race must therafore have dwelt 
in th placo and disappeared long bofore that.” 

Katipara—A villagsjin tho Khuloa subdivision situated 10 
miles north of Ohdndkhili onthe Kabadak, ‘This village appears 
to havo beon one of the early outposts of advancing reclamation, 
‘Tho lending family in it is a Kayasth family of Ghoses, who 
migrated here from Kholishakhali to tho north-west about a 
Inundred yoats ago, or at least at a time when the land was 
mostly jungle. ‘This family brought to the village other Kayasth 
families, with which they intermartied, and thero is now a large 
Kayasth community. ‘The rost of tho inhabitants are engaged 
in oultivation either in the vicinity or in the Sundarbans, “fhe 
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villago is a good specimen of n village, for the housés*are for 
tho most part well kopt, and the villago roads are wide and aro 
maintained in fair order, 

Khulnd.—Hoodquarters of tho distriot, situated nt the point 
whore the Bhairah river moots the Sundarbans in 22° 49” N. 
and 80" 34 TE. Khulni may be dosoribed’ as the capital of 
the Sandarbans and has been for moro than 100 years a place 
of commercial importanco. It was the hoadquartors of the Rai- 
mangal Agenoy of the Salé Department during the poriod of 
tho Kast India Oompany’s salt manufacture in the Sundarbans, 
tho offices being apparently at Bighmixt on the cast of the 
‘Rips opposite the civil station. It is the only place in the distriot 
containing a ‘thina existing from before the Permanent Settlo- 
mont, for it was the site of thina Nawabid (meaning the new 
clearance), which is known to have been in existence in 1781 and 
has continued, with a change of name, up to the present time, 
In 1842 Khulnd was mado the headquarters of a subdivision, 
the first established in Bengal under the prosonteystem. “Its 
chiot object”, aocording to Sir James Westland, “was to hold 
in chook Mr, Reinoy, who hed purchased a sawindari in the 
vioinity and resided at Nihalpur, and who did not soem inokinod 
to acknowledge tho restraints of law.” ‘The first Subdivisional 
Officer was Mr. Shore, whose jurisdiction extended over not 
only the Khulna subdivision, but also over almost the whole of 
the Bagherhat subdivision. Subsequontly, in 1882, it was mado 
the headquarters of the nowly oroated district. 

‘Khulnd js the chiof omntro for the Sundarbans trade, for not 
only is it tho terminus of tho antral section of the Raster 
Bengal Stato Railway, but all the great river routes converge 
on the town. It is connectod by steamer with Narayanganj, 
Baristl, Madaripur, Muhammadpur, Novail and Binodpur, and 
all tho boat trafic from and to the east passes through it, 
Apart, moreover, from this through traffic, Khulné is a large 
forwarding mart ico, suger, botel-nats and coconats, the 
produce of the vicinity, are collected for exportation and the 
trade in solt is also considerable, ‘The railway station is being 
gradually extonded so as to accommodate a large number of 

goods-sheds in order to deal with goods trafic on the Eastem 
Bengal Stato Railway, 

‘Tho town itselt hes few fontures of interest. It contains 
tho usual civil, criminal and xovonue courts and offices found 
in the headquarters of a district, the office of tho Divisional 
Officer of the Sundarbans Forest Division, tho distiot jail, o 
cireuit house, a dak bungalow, and a hospital erected in 1901 
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‘ond called the Woodburn Hospital aftor the thon Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal, Sir John Woodbum, K.0.8.1. A 
ventine, ooltago ward namod aftor Mrs, Collin, tho wife of tho 
Commissioner of tho Division, has also reountly bon oponod, 
‘Among educational institutions may be mentionod a Govorument 
ntranoo school, a gixls’ school, narod aftor Dr. K D, Ghoso, 
formexly Oivil Modioal Offioor of tho distriot, tho Khulnt Corona 
tion ‘Technical school and a Middlo English sohool, ‘hore axo 
also a Coronation Hall, a Town Hall and a publio library looatod 
in tho samo building. In the honrt of the town thoro is a largo 
reserved tank, whioh supplios tho town with drinking wator, ‘Tho 
town is fortunate in having o supply of filtered wator, tho wator 
works providing 16,000 gallons per diom dolivarod into & 
reservoirs, ‘Tho wator is raisod from tho reserved tank into two 
and filters, by mouns of a pulsometor pump, in 6 hours, It thon 
‘goes through pipes to tho distributing rosorvoirs, from which tho 
people draw their water, ‘The works woro oponod in 1906, Close 
to. the railway station, and adjoining the Jossoro roud, thore is 
another largo tank named after the first district Magistrato of 
‘Khulna, Mr, Olay. ‘Tho bazar is onlled tho Sthobor Bazar aftor 
‘a Mr, Challett, who had an indigo factory closo by more than half 
acontury ago. Tho placo was formerly onlled Charliganj aftor 
tho samo gentleman, but tho namo has fallen into disuso, ‘Who 
population of the town, noconling to tho oonsus of 1901, is 
10,426, and tho area within muniofpal limits is 4°64 square miles 
comprising tho villages of Khulnt, Baniakhamér, ‘Tutptrd, Dairt 
and Shibbati, 

Looal tradition states that tho town is oallod aftor Khullant, 
a heroine of Hindu mythology, (o whom an interesting legend, 
attaches, It is said that Ohandi, another form of Durga or Kali, 
was anxious to extend her worsbip on earth, and for this pur- 
pote had a celestial nymph named Ratnamila born as a mortal, 
promising to watch over hor while she devoted herself to the task 
Jaid upon her. Ratnamalé was born as Khullang, and in duo 
time beoame tho second wife of a rich morchant of Ujjain, named 
Dhanapati Saudagar. ‘Tho first wife, Lahana, was somewhat of a 
termagant, and during the absonco of Dhanapati foroed Khullant 
to tond the family goats. ‘This sho did, until Chandi, taking 
pity on her, appeared in vision to Dhonnpati and told him to 
retum, ‘Further trouble followed whon Dhanapati performed 
the annual sraddia of his fathor and his oastomen woro assombled 
together. They refused to take food in his houso hooauso his 
‘wife had been a herdswoman wandering in tho jungle. But Khul- 
Jani got him out of the difficulty by successfully undergoing 
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‘various ordeals to prove her fidelity. Dhunapati after this went 
to Coylon in pursuit of his merchant's ealling, and on the way his 
isvospoot for Ohandi was punishod by a storm in which all his 
ships but ono sunk, and when he reached Ooylon ho was impri- 
soned, In tho movntimo, Khallant gavo birth to son named 
Srimanta, who was roully a oslostial musician, named Malaker, 
born in human form. ‘Tho latter, when he attained manhood, 
‘wont in soarch of his fathor, and rosoued him from captivity, In 
tho ond, the allottod timo of Ratnamilk and Milakar on oazth 
having onded, they ascended to honven in a oolostial eax. 

Looal tradition asserts that Khullant dedicated to Kali a 
shying called tho temple of Thullanoswart on the bank of the 
river Bhairab at Talimpur about a mile to the oast of tho prosont 
town of Khulnd, From this oiroumstence tho town, whioh is 
situated at tho junotion of tho rivers Ripst and Bhairab, derived 
its namo; for it was formerly conneotod with ‘alimpus, the Riipst, 
which now soparates the two plaoos, being ovens oontury ago a 
small kad or orwok which could be easily forded. ‘There is still 
a tomplo of Khullmoswaxt, but tho prosont tomplo is a modem 
ono, built after tho original sito had boon washed away by 
tho siver about the year 1880. ‘Tho original home of Khullank 
is anid to havo beon at Kapilmuni, a village on the xiver Kabadak 
about 37 miles to the south-wost of Khulnd, nour which aro 
a bridgo and a sidd called Khullant bridgo and Khullana 
hai 





, 

Khulnd Subdivision—Howdquarters subdivision of tho 
district, lying bobwoon 21° 41+ and 23° 1/ N, and botween 89° 14’ 
and 89° 45/1, It oxtonds over 649 square miles, excluding the 
Sundorbans tract, and is bounded on tho north by Jossore, on tho 
west of the Sitkhiré subdivision, on the south by the Bay of 
Bengal, and on tho east by the Baghorhat subdivision, from which 
it is separatod by tho Athirabinka, Riipsl, Possur and 
Maxjata rivers, Its population was 401,786 in 1901, as against 
841,103 in 1801, its density being 619 persons. to tho 
square milo, It contains ono town Khulna, its houdquarters, 
and 920 villages. Khulni is tho’ chief contrs of trade, but 
Aliipur, Deulatpar, Dumria, Phultald and Kapilmuni axe also 
important maris, ‘Tho subdivision, which was constituted in 
1842, was tho first established in Bongal and formerly included 
almost tho wholo of tho presont Bighorhat subdivision. or 
administrative puxposos it is divided into four thinas, viz, 
‘Khulnt, Baitaghati, Dumria, and Paikgtchs, and two outposts 
ab Phaltals ond Dakupi; the latter have been declared thinas for 
purposes of investigation, 














is2 KHULNA, 


Labsii—A villago in tho Sitkhirt subdivision, situatod about 
2 miles from Sttkbirt, on tho right bank of the river Botné, ‘Tho 
population is chiefly Muhommaden, and includes somo familios 
hold in grout xespoot by tho Muhammndan community, ‘ho vile 
lage is bottor known for a mausoloum enlled Mai Champa Darya, 
a strong masonry struoturo orownod by a big domo, in tio contxo 
‘of which is tho tomb of Mai Champa or Champa Bibi, ‘ho 
dargah is rogaxdod es a plaoo of much sanotity and is visited by a 
Jango numbor of Muhammadans and Hindus from tho noighbour- 
hood. ‘Thro aro sovornl traditions ousront as to its origin, ‘Tho 
most popular version is that Champa Bibi was a virgin saint 
Jolonging to tho houso of tho Khalifa of Baghdad, who camo to 
India, ovar a contwy ago, to propagato the faith of Islam. Aftor 
visiting difforont paxts of tho oountzy, sho amo to Bengal and 
wos wrecked off Labst, whilo passing in s bont down tho Naukhali 
river, which was thon ono of tho many channols forming tho delta 
of tho Sundarbans, but has now ontirely siltod up. Champa Bibi 
tnd hor disoiplos osoapod, but attoy this unpleasant experionoo, sho 
setilod in this villago, whoro she lived the lifo of a devotee and oven 
‘ually diod, Aftor hor doath hor disciples erooted the mausoleum 
It is somewhat curious that a vingin lady should 
ai,”” and both “Mai” and “Obampa”” aro Hinda 
words which would soarooly be applied to a Indy from Baghdad, 

Another vorsion is that somo hundved yours ago a holy 
fatir, who had groat influonoo with tho Muhammadan rulors of 
tho countay, lived hore. A noighbouring Hindu Raja having 
fallen into disfavour with tho lattor, sought tho’ nssistanoo of tho 
fakir, ond in rotumn Zor bis holp promisod to comply with any 
oqueat he might make, Somo time after this, whon tho Rajm 
oslobrated tho marriago of his only daughtor, a girl of raxo beauty 
and accomplishments, tho fekir appeared and to the horror of tho 
Raj rominded him of his promivo and demanded the hand of tho 
princess, ‘Tho RAjs and his people having failed to dissuade the 
akir, at last-took up asm; and in the fighting that ensued betwean 
tho Hindus and tho disciples of the fukir, the Raj& perished with 
all his family exept the prinooss, ‘The fukir thon took hor and 
marriod her acoording to tho rites of his faith, and diod shoxtly 
after, ‘The princess, who was named Ohampa Bibi, pnssod tho 
romainder of her life a8 9 Mubammadan devoteo; and on her 
doath this tomb was orooted by the largo oixelo of disciples who 
had gathered round her. 

Magura.—A village in tho Satkhixa subdivision, situated on 
the-river Kebadak, 16 miles (by rond) oust of Satkhira, Tt 
contains a police station and a eub-registry offive, 
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‘Mansi—A village in tho Baghorbat eubdivision, situated on 
the Mansi and Alsipur Canal, It was formerly sn important 
‘centro of the trade in rioo and juto, but it is on the doctino owing 
to tho silting up of tho canal, along which largo boats with oargo 
can now only puss at high tide, Tormenly this canal was 
tho shortost and mos} important boat routo botweon Wastom 
Bongal and Caloutia, ond hundrods of big country boats laden 
‘with rico, juto, oto,, uscd to pass daily along it; but now there is 
hardly depth of water enough for big countsy boats, exoopt during 
the rainy sonson and eé flood tide, though it has beon ree 
excavated. ‘Tho villago contains an inspection bungalow of tho 
Public Works Department and a templo of Kali, whioh is visited 
by numbers of pilgrims. 

Masjidkur.—A village in the Khulna subdivision, situated on 
the Kabadak river, 6 miles south of Ohindkhili. ‘The village 
dorives its name from the fact that when the pionoors of oultiva- 
tion in the Sundarbans wore closting jungle here, they came 
‘upon an old mosque olose to tho river bank and thorofore called 
tho plaos Masjidkur, ‘2, tho digging out of tho mosque. “he 
building thus found,” writes Six James Westland, “proclaims at 
tho first glanos that it owes its oxigin to tho samo hand which 
built the Sitgumbaz, Tho principle of structure is the same, 
only instoxd of @ breadth of elevon domes and a depth of 
sovon, wo have here a broadth and depth of three domes only, or 
nine in all. ‘There aro tho same massivo walls, for they are about 
six foot thick; a Inrgo contral doorway is beneath tho middle 
dome on each side, and two smaller doorways on each face, one on 
eoch side of the central one, But tho building itself appoars to 
the eye of go massive a structure, that the doorways seom dwarfed 
out of all proportion to the sizo of the face, As in the Sit- 
gumbaz, 80 hero also there are four towors at the four ooners of the 
buildings, but nono of them appear to be ascendible; and tho 
walls show in soveral places the same little oirclets traoed on tho 
$a00 of tho brick which are used to omament the larger structure 
oar Baghahst.” ‘Thoso cizclets roprosont the arms of Mehmid 
Shah, king of Bengal in the latter half of the 16th oontury, 
‘The roof is supported by four pillars and thore are three mitraée 
or prayer niches on the western wall, Ono of tho pillars has a 
smooth polish about holt way up, which, enquiry shews, is 
due to its boing constantly rubbed from superstitious motives, 
Who pillars are mado of stone and, like the Saigumbss. pillars, 
axe formed by placing two or three long stones perpendicularly 
in line, but they show none of thosemo regularity. Instead of 
rising oub of the ground upon eymmetrioal bases, thoy rest 
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upon one or two similar long stonos laid horizontally upon the 
ground, without regularity, and not even at tho samo height, 
‘Moat of tho stones aro of tho eamo groy stono ns at tho Sitgumba, 
ut there are ono or two of a roddor oolour, and one or two 
spockled stones among thom. It sooms oortain that thoso stones 
woro not brought hero or fashionod for the puxposo they at 
prorent fulfll, ‘Thoy bolongod to somo other straoturo, and thoy 
wore taken from it, ox from its ruins, to form ypillaxe in this 
mosque. ‘Tho moequo ia sill used as a plaoo of worship. 

‘Mollahat.—A village in tho Baghorhat subdivision, situated 
5 miles from tho Minikduha steamer station of tho Khulni- 
Nixtyanganj Mail Servioo, It contains a polioo station, @ aub- 
registry office and a dispensary oponoit in 1808, 

Morreliganj—A villago' in tho Bagherhit subdivision, 
situated on the Pinguchi 2} miles above its confluence with the 
Baleswor or Haringhita, It owos its foundation to Mossrs. 
Morrell, who purchased tho ostate, then » donso forest, in 1849, 
‘Tho neighbourhood was quickly converted from jungle into a 
prosperous rioo-growing tract, and on tho banks of tho rivor they 
established a market town called after themselves Morrellganj. 
Formerly tho village was known as Sssiliya, Hore they built 

good brick house for thomsolves, and as the mart soon ‘became 
tho most important in this part of the country, a police station, 
sub-togistry office and dispensary wero looated toro, On the 
death of Mr. Robert Morrell the management deteriorated, and 
the estate was sold to Maharaja Durga Oharan Law, o.t.2. 

The chango effooted bofore the snlo of the estate is doscribed as 
follows by Siv James Wostland in his Ropoxt on Jessoro (1874) :—~ 
“Where thirty years ago there were miles of imponotrablo jungle 
coming down to tho wator’s odge and forbidding all acooss to 
the land, the country is now covered with rico fields and dotted 
swith prosporous villages, with Morrollganj in tho middlo of all, 
1 busy plaoo of td, and boooming moro snd more important 
covery day. Tho wholo work is duoto tho Mossrs. Morrell, who, 
beginning with small beginnings, have now extondod, atid aro 
still continuing to oxtond, their cultivation over a wido aroa, 
‘Phoir rosidenoo, whioh, in such unsuro foundationless ground, it 
took somo yours of patient labour to ereot, stands on tho bank 
of tho river at Morrollganj, which of courso is namod after thom ; 
and hal « milo north of it, at tho confluonoo of throo xivers and 
a Kha? bosidos, is tho village and buzar of Morrellganj. Morrell- 
‘ganj has thus a gront advantage in its position ; for not only is it 
the uataral contre of all the county round it, but it also lies 
Airectly upon the route by ‘which most of the produce of tho 
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castor districts finds its way to Onloutia, ‘Tho doop channel of 
tho Panguchi river affords a harbour for sea-going vessels, which 
now oan roach it by tho Baloswar xiver, ‘Tho Mosers. Morrell 
Ihave had tho placo declared a port, and moro then one vessel 
thas already token argo from it, So grout are the natural ad- 
‘vantages of the situation, that I feol suro there is a great futuro 
in storo for the plaoo.” 

‘hose hopes havo nob boon fulfilled, for though in 1869 tho 
river hore was doolared a port by tho Govornment of Bengal, 
and buoys wore nid down, tho offorts to make it an entrepét 
for soa-going trado wore not attended with suocess. Still the posi- 
tion of Morollganj on fine navigable river, commanding a rich 
xioo counizy, renders the place a contre of local trado, and it is on 
important stoamer station of tho Ctchar-Sundarbans- sarvioo, 
‘Tho river, which is tidal, is cbout a quarter of mile broad here, 
with deep water from bank to bank. ‘Tho villego has » population, 
aooording to tho consus of 1901, of 972 persons, and contains 
a police station, sub-rogistry offioo nnd a dispensary, which is 
maintained by Maharaj Kumbr Risht Kesh Law. 

‘Nawapari Manighar.—A village in the Kalarot thine of 
tho Satkhirs subdivision, Tt contains tho remains of a mud-built 
fort or rampart and entrenchment, and soveral large and small 
tanks, attributed to a Raja who was originally a fisherman of the 
Piyar onsto. Legend relates that, once upon a time, while he 
waa plying his fishing-boat, a hermit or Sannyasi asked him to 
take him noross a bil or a Inrgo shect of water. ‘The fisherman 
consented, and when they wero in mid-siream, something in the 
holy man’s ola or wallot camo into contact with an ixon 
part of the boat, and at ones tuned it into gold. Tho Tiyar 
fisherman, sesing that tho wollet of tho Saunyasi contained 
the paraspathar, snatched it away from the hermit, end threw him 
overboard into the channel. ‘While the holy man was being cest 
into the water, however, he oursed his murdorer, foreelling that 
he too would dio the samo doath with his whole fomily and that 
his line would become extinct. This was a terrible ourse, for to 
die -without children is the groatest calamity that oun befall a 
Hindu, The Tiyar beoume a gront Rajs. ‘Tho revenus, which 
hhe used to reccive from his tonants, consisted of old ploughs, 
spades, eoythos and siokles, all of iron, which ho used to convert 
into pure gold, Ho had a largo family, and built a, fort and 
entrenchments, and oxoavated 126 tanks. After enjoying his 
power for a short time, ho was summoned by tho Nawab to give 
an account of his conduct. Fearing that he might bo killed 
for his misdoods and his family dishonoured, he took a pair of 
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carrier-pigoons telling his family that, if ho lot tho pigoons fly 
homowards, it would bo a suro sign of his doath and of thoir 
disgrnoo. ‘Tho Raja. was honombly acquitted, but, whilo ho waa 
riding homo, tho pigeons osoaped. His wifo and. childom, on 
sooing thom, rushed into a bont, and having closed the enbin, and 
made hole in the bottom, arownod thomsolves, ‘Sho Raji, who 
arrived goon alter, aleo diownod himsolf, and tho ourso of tho 
hormit was thus fulfilled, ‘Pho tank in whioh they woro drownoé. 
is called bara-pukw is,, tho big tank, 

‘Tho villago is also called” Garhdins, io, an clevatod plaoe 
containing a yarh or fort, dani or déngd moaning an olevated place, 
The particular spot containing tho fort is somotimos oalled Dina- 
Manighar or Dhanpotir Din®, a torm implying buried treasure. 
It is said that until Intely uo two ploaghmon could bo soon 

__-ploughing togethor whore the ‘Tiyar Raja’s fort is situatod, lest 
‘there should be a quarrel about the unearthed treasure which is 
believed to exist there.” 

Paikgaicha.—A villago in tho Khulna subdivision, situated 
‘on tho bont route of the Caloutta and Eastern Canals, 34 miles 
south-west of Khulna, It obntains a polioa station, a sub-registay- 
offica and a dispensary opened in 1907, 

Patkelghata.—A village in tho Satkhira subdivision, situated 
on the river Kabadak, 7 miles north-east of Sitkhira. 1t containg 
 Distriot Board bungalow and has a large market, tho principal 
trado boing in sugar. Opposite Patkelghsta on tho othor sido 
of tho river is a large villago oalled Kumurid, which is at prosont 
in a doserted condition, but was at ono time a great sont of learn 
ing, inhabited by many high casto Brahmans ond Kayasthe, Tt 
is claimed, indood, that it rankod sooond only to Nabadwip in 
this rospeot, 

Phaltala.—A villago and polioo outpost in tho Khulna sub- 
division, situatod 11 milos north of Khulna on tho bank of tho 
Bhairab, Population (1901) 3,911, It has a brisk sugar manue 
facaso and contains & lngo ess, with on exiensive tre a 
ioe, botol leaves, oto, especially in tho form importod 
from Nalohitt in Baokorgunge. Phultalé is a apr tho 
Eastern Bengal Stato Railway, and is also connodtod with Khulna 
and Jossore by a good xond, known as the Joesore road. Noar 
Phultala there aro soveral villages containing families of Pimali 
Brahmans. ‘Thoro is an inspection bungalow at Sikishnt, 3 miles 
from tho railway station, 

© The above wocount le Gvived from an acl The tradition of Whe or 
ais 9 Masi Adal Wal yblhe ts th Sonal of the da ay of 
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Rampl.—A village in the Bagherhat subdivision, situated 
16 miles south of Bugherhat, It contains a police station, a 
sub-rogistxy offioo and a dispensimy opened in 1906. 

Saiyadpur Trust Estate—An ostato oxtending over 262 
square miles in the Khulnn and Sescore distriots, so called because 
it consists chiefly of  foux-nnnos sharo in pargana Saiyadpur, 
Vor the samo reason it is also known as tho “Chirini” estate, 
Anothor namo is tho Mahal-i-Wakt, but tho official namo is the 
Saiyadpur Trust Ustato, 

‘Tho history of this ostato is an interesting one, In the 18th 
contury it formed purt of tho estate of tho Rajas of Jeasoro or 
Obanchra, which was divided into two shares, ono comprising 
throo-fourths (volvo anos) and the other a fourth (four snnas) 
of tho property, ho Initer foll to tho lot of Raja Syam Sundar 
Rai, who diod without heirs in 1768, About this timo tho Kast 
Tndia Company reosived from the Nawab of Morshidibad a grant 
of land noar Calcutta, and ono of the zamindéxs whom ho dispos- 
sowed in order to make the grant was a Mughal of his court 
named Salah-ud-din Khin, ‘Tho Inttor, roprosonting that Syim 
Sundar had lott no hoirs to his property, requested that it might 
bo. mado over to him in roquital for tho loss of his own lend, and 
tho Nawab theroupon granted him tho four-annas estate, ‘When 
tho Permanent Sottlomont was concluded, it was in the possession 
of his widow, Manu Ju Begam, a good business woman who 
Prought it in safety through tho oritioal period succooding that 
sottloment, and saved it from tho dangers which overwhelmed 
other samindiris, On hor doath in 1803, Hajt Muhammad 
‘Mohsin suocoded as hor balf-brother and solo heir, 

Tn 1806 Haji Muhammad Mohsin, who bad no heirs, exooutod 
a lautiatndnd or decd of appropriation of his properties, by whioh 
what is known as tho Mohsin Fund was created. In this doed it, 
is recited that in tho testator’s family from genoration to gener 
tion certain charges had beon incurred and usages observed in 
‘connection with tho oclebration of religious rites and festivals, and 
that, as ho had no children by whom the porformance of these 
pious duties could be performed, he desired to make provision for 
their continued discharge. He therefore made over specified 
property o two managers, with instructions that they should 
divide tho not inoome into nino equal shares, two of which they 
should keop for their own uso, three they should devote to tho 
expenses of celebrating religious festivals and exeouting repairs in 
the Imambix’ and burial-ground, while the remaining four shares 
should be spent in paying salaries and pensions, according to a 
list attached, ‘The bequest included the following proporties :— 
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the somindart of pargana Kismat Saiyndpur ond Sobnali, with 
the Imimbiri building and tho Imimbark bazar and hat at 
‘Hooghly and tho furniture of tho Tmambira. 

It appears from tho procoodings of tho Vioo-Prosident in 
Council, Porsinn Dopartmont, dated tho 8th Dooombor 1826, and 
from the correspondonoo gonerally, that thoso stlarios and pen 
sions were payable to the offcors and sorvants of tho Tmambéra, 
0 that tho whole ondowmont, ns far as its purpose was spoofed, 
was for the support of thnt religious institution, with tho 
coromonios porformod in it, and tho parsons employod in it, ‘Tho 
founder addod tho provision that “the managors after mo will 
exorcise thoir disorotion and guthority ofther to continuo or 
Aiscontinue thom (tho allowances and pansions) as thoy may think 
proper, and I havo made over the mangomont gonorally to 
thom.” No spouifio direotion howovar waa givon as to what uso 
should bo rondo of any savings which might aooruo from tho 
disoontinuanco of salaries or pensions under tho power given by 
this Inst clause, tho matter boing thus loft to the discrotion of tho 
managers. A. yorr bafore tho exooution of this deod «suit had 
oon instituted against Kaji Muhammad Mohsin by Mirch 
Bundeh Ulla, clsiming, under a protended will, tho lands which 
tho former subsequently constituted an ondowment, ‘This suit 
‘was proseouted from oourt to court up to tho Privy Council, 
and lasted somo thirty yours, during the wholo of whioh poriod 
it continued to be unosttain ‘whether tho endowment was valid 
or not. 

‘Hiji Muthommad Mohsin died in 1818, and tho manngors 
whom ho had appointed soom immedintely to havo entored upon 
‘a courve of mismanagemont and embezzlement, According to Lhe 
finding of tho Court of Sadar Diwani Adalat, tho proper objoots 
of the endowment wor nogleoted, the Government revenues fell 
{nto arcears, while tho income was spent on quarrcls botwoo tho 
‘managers, bribes to tho polioo and amin, and gifts to the managers’ 
relatives. Moreover, in oxdar to inorease thei own profits at tho 
expense of tho trust, they forged « perpetual Lease in their own 
favour and that of thoir relatives, purporting to have been 
exoouted by Haji Muhammed Mobsin before tho decd of 
foundation. ‘Tho Buard of Revenue interfered for tho boltor 
government of the ondowment under Regulation XIX of 1810, 
at fret associating a Suporintondont with the managors, then 
laying down rules dor their control, and finally in 1817, as theso 
milder measures had only made matiors worse, dismissing the 
munagers altogether. As their relatives were implicated with them 
in tho frauds committed, « Government servant was appointed 
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to administer the endowment under the orders of the Board 
and Looal Agents. From this timo tho institution has boon 
praotionlly controlled by Government, 

‘Tho Board of Revenue in 1817 founded a madrasa at an 
annual cost of Rs. ¢,000, pnyablo out of tho funds of the endow- 
mont, But the leading fonturo in the first twouty yours of 
Government managomont was tho growth of a considerable fund 
‘yestod in Goveramont seouritios. In 1881 the property was 
sottlod in patnt tenures, that is to say, subject to a quit-ront 
Axod in porpotuity, ond about six lakhs of rupees wore received 
on this aocount, But as the siit questioning the validity 
of the title was then ponding in tho Privy Counoil, it was 
made a condition that if that caso woro lost, and the new 
owner refused to confirm the paénts, the purchase-money should 
bo roturned with interest ‘To moot this possible charge, the 
proceeds of the patnt salo wero invested in Government soouri- 
ties, and, the interest being added as it acomed to tho original 
principal, n capital sum of about 10 lakhs of rapoos was 
‘acournulated, 

In 1835, tho law suits having thon rooontly terminated, it 
‘wos decided by tho Governmont: of India that threo-ninthe of 
tho income from the zamidiri should bo assigned pormanontly 
for the current exponses of Imfmbart, oto. Of the two-ninths 
of the income assigned to the mutwalit, ono-ninth was assigned 
to tho agont or mutwal! appointed by Government, and tho 
romaining oue-ninth was to be available for goneral purposes 
of a benefloont nature. The four-ninths shaxe of the samindaxi 
ingome appropriated by Haji Muhammad Mohsin to ponsions and 
ostablishments was to remain liable to thoso charges, but when they 
Inpsed, the income was to bo added to the suxplus fund appropri- 
ablo to gonoral purposes, ‘Thore thus remained at the disposal of 
Government for general purposes of a benofloont nature, first, ono. 
ninth of the annual income from the samindiri; second, the 
Inpsod pensions, eto.; and, third, tho entire amount nocruing from 
rare ae of the nooumulatod fund invested in Government 
promissory notes. It was decided that, after setting apart from 
this last-montioned fund such amount as might be necessary to 
provide appropriate buildings, including the chargo of rebuilding 
or xepniring the Im&mbira and other religious edifices, if it 
should be found nocossary to ronow these, the remainder should 
bo considered as a Trust Fund, the interest of which, with other 
items specified, might be “approprintod to the purpose af education 
by the formation of a collogiato institution imparting instruction 
of all kinds in the higher departments of education,” 
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After the passing of Act XX of 1863 a Committes was 
appointed under section 7 of that enactment for the supervision 
of the endowment assigned for religious uses. This Committeo 
controls the expenditure of a contribution equal to three-ninths 
Of the income Siredily derived from tho original. etato in. tho 
form of rents and an sllowance of Ts. 60 month in respect 
‘of tho charge for establishment to be borno by tho four-ninths 
share. ‘The manager, who now deals only with tho religious 
‘assignment, having no concern with the property gonorally, 
receives one-ninth, ‘Tho romaindor of the estate, including the 
whole of the interest on the acoumalation, is held to be at the 
Aisposal of Governmont as successor to the managers appointed by 
the founder. This fund was originally applied to tho foundation 
and support of o college at Hooghly, ulflliated to the Caloutta 
Unirenity and open to members of all religious oommunitios, 
‘To this arrangement the objection was raised that an institution 
almost exclusively frequented by Hindus was not tho most suit 
able recipient of tho income of a distinctively Muhammedan 
endowment, and sooordingly the Government of Bengal, by « 
resolution, dated tho 29th July 1873, decided that tho fund 
should bo used exclusively for tho promotion’ of oduoation 
among Mubammadans, the Hooghly College being maintainod 
from othor sourocs. It has sinco thon boon devoted with great 
isoretion, and with tho bost results, to assisting tho progross 
of Muhammadan education throughout Bongal by various means, 
such as tho payment of a past of tho feos of Muhammadan 
students nt the University and at Zils schools, tho appointment 
of Parsian tendhors at tho Inttor, tho foundation of scholarships 
‘and hostels, oto. 

Under the orders of the Boarl of Revonuo tho estate was 

managed by tho Collector of Jossore as az-oficio Looal Agent 
from 1816 4 ‘February 1834, when it was transferred to the new 
istrict cf Khulnd. ‘The arca of the estate is 167,652 acres, i.6., 
about 262 square miles ; and the rental is Rs. 1,80,000, the ooss 
domand Rs. 16,000, and the Government revenue Re, 95,000, 
‘The property consists of threo revenue-paying ostatos borne on 
the revenue-roll of Khulna, viz., (1) Kismut pargava Saiyadpur 
(@)-Kismat pargma Sobnili; and (3) Char Badronadi, Saiyad- 
pur lies in the districts of Khulna and Jessore and contains 446 
mavads ; Sobnili consists of parts of 7 mausas and lies in tho 
Khulnd district; it was originally /akhiraj but was resumed in 
1829. Ohar Badronadi is a small resumed char in thana Dumrid 
in Khalné. The estate consists of 210 lots, of which 158 belong 
to paint tenures, one to a farmed tenure and 47 to kids tenures, 
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Classified according to the amount of the rent demand there aro 
54 tenures under Rs. 500; 50 from Rs. 500 to Rs. 2,000; 18 
from Rs. 2,000 to Rs, 4,000; and one above Rs. 4,000, Those 
tenures were created about 1823 on tho basis of threo yours 
provious collections after a genoral measurement and assessment, 
[Report of the Mubammadan Badweational Endowments Committee, 


Calcutta, 1888.) 
Satkhira, muartors of tho subdivision of tho samo 
namo, situated in 22° 43°N, and 89° 4 E. at a distanco of 8 miles 
from tho Patkelghita steamer station of the Khuln’-Narayanganj 
‘Mail Service. The town lies along the bank of a narrow kid/ 
connecting tho Betni with tho Kushiémor di? or marsh, which 
in its tum, drains through soveral khdls into the Ichhimatt river. 
Tt has a population, aovording to the census of 1901, of 8,356 
porsons, and conteins the usual subdivisions) offices, Munsif's 
const, muniofpal offices, sub-jail, a District Board bungalow and 
‘8 dispensary. ‘Tho educational institutions are a girls’ school 
and an Entrance school, the latter being supported by tho local 
aamindars and also aided by Government. ‘The town contains 
fivo Hindu tomples, dedicated to the following gois and god- 
dossos, Siva, Gobinda Deb, Mahakal Bhairab, Ananda May? and 
Annapiimé ; thoy wore constructed by Baba Prin Nath Chaudhri, 
tho grand-fathor of the present looal zamindtr. Of those temples 
that dedicated to Annapiirna is considered the best specimen of 
architecture, ‘ 
Regarding tho climato of tho town and the possibility of 
improving it, tho Bengal Drainage Oommittoo obsorvod as follows 
in their report on the Presideney Division, published in 1907, 
“Although the figures of mortality only show an average 
annual death-rate from fever of 15 per mille (1901-06) in the 
Sitkhira town, tho looal scoounts are omphatio os to its unheal 
ness, which it is hoped to xemedy by oreating a greater flow in 
tho adjacent hia?, It has been suggested that this might be done 
cithor by throwing an embankment across tho river Botnd just 
‘below the junction of the Kal with it on the north-east, thus 
diverting its waters into the 4dl, or by introducing the water of 
th Tobhimati by a scries of oats from Ohindurié on the north- 
wost, ‘Tho whole schema is very much in the sir and requires 
elaboration. We are not disposed to approve of the sacrifice of 
the present channel of the Betna south-east of Satkhird in the 
interests of that town ; snd as regards the alternative, all that 
sooms known is that @ previous enquiry feared the danger of 
inundation if the water of the Ichhamati was brought in. Itis 
surmised that the risk no longer exists, bat no levels have been 


















192 HULNA, 


taken, and wo are not prepared to aoospt that opinion, ‘The 
simplo deoponing of tho Hla’ stands as a project in tho famine 
‘programme, but it is doubtful if this would have much effect upon 
health.” 

Satkhirs Subdivision—Wostom subdivision of tho distriot 
Iying between 21° 38’ and 22° 67’ N, and botweon 88° 64’ and 
89°23" T, Te hasan aren of 749 square milos, excluding tho 
Sunilarbans troot, and is bounded on_tho noxth by the district of 
Tessore; on tho west by the 24-Parganos, from which it is 
soparated by the Ichhimati, Sona, Jamund and Raimangel xivors ; 
on tho south by the Bay of Bongel; and on the east by tho 
Khulnt subdivision, from which it is soparated hy tho xivor 
Kabadak, ‘The subdivision is an alluvial trnot, out up by largo 
rivers, which are saline up to the point whoro the tides reach, 
‘Those rivers xun from north to south into tho Bay of Bengal, and 
small kidis or crooks run from east to west and communicate with 
tho bils and rivers, ‘The Iand towards tho north is comparatively 
high, the oontral portion is low-lying, and in tho south axe the 
Sundarbans. ‘Tho population of tho subdivision was 488,217 in 
1901, e8 compared with 495,600 in 1801, the density being 662 

8 to tho square milo. Tt contains 1,467 villages and two 

towns, viz, Sitkhird and Debhati, or administeativo purposes 
it is divided into five thins, Sitkhivt, Astsuni, Kairos, Celi 
genj and Magura. 
+ Senhati—A village in the Khulni subdivision, situated 
5 miles north of Khulnt. Tt is tho headquarters of an Union 
Committeo, and contains a dispensary opened in 1907 and a High 
English sohool. Tt also onjoys tho roputation of boing tho homo 
of the Kulin Baidyas ox physicians of Wastorn Bengal, Formor- 
ly thoro wero somo Inrgo sugar factorios, but theso avo dis- 
appoared, and tho plaoo hns lost much of its trade. ‘tho basar is 
called Nimii Rai's Bazar after a law agont (mukitar) of that 
name in the service of Rani Bhawini of Nator, a lady famous 
for her pioty. Looal tradition says that Nimai Rai held a taluk 
here under the Mughal Goverament and established the bazar on 
the land. There isa temple dodioated to Kali, which was built 
by Raja Srikinta Rai, who was propriotor of the land till about 
1797. Along tho banks of tho river thore aro two other sbrinos 
Tooated in thatched huts—ono dodiontod to Sitalé, goddess of 
small-pox, and tho other to Jwara Narayan, tho god of fover, 

‘Tho place is described ns follows by Si James Westland. in 
his Report on the District of Jeesoro. “Tt forms with its suburbs 
tho largest collection of houses in tho district, and I think it 
may claim also to be the most jangly: plaoo in the whole distriot. 
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Old tanks filled with woods and mud, and their sides covered 
with rank jungle, are everywhere scattored over it; and many 
uunocoupied spnocs within its limits, which anywhere clse 
‘would bo oultivated, area mass of underwood. Tho roads and 
paths of tho villago, excopt ono very fair one, which is 
opt in order, wind through passes of brushwood”, It is a 
happy task to record the faot that this description no longer holds 
good, and that tho villago has improved considerably since it was 
vwaitton, 

Sundatbans.—Tho southoramost portion of the Gangetio 
delta, situated between 21° 31’ and 22° 48’ N, and botweon 
88° 6’ and 90° 28’ B., extending over an area of 6,526 square 
miles, of which 2,688 squaro miles lie in Khulng, 941 square 
milos in tho 24-Perganas and 897 square miles in Backergunge. 
‘This tract is bounded on the north by tho peamanently-eottlod 
Tnnds of tho 24-Pasganas, Kbulni and Backergungo; on tho 
oust and wost respectively by the estuaries of tho Meghna and 
Hooghly ; and on the south by the Bay of Bengal. It has a 
length of about 170 miles along tho soa fae and strotshos inland 
for a distanco of from 60 to 80 miles, 

Briefly, tho Sundarbans may bo dosoribed as a low flat alln~ 
vinl plain in which the process of land-making is still going on, 
covered, where not under cultivation, with forests and swamps, 
intersected from north to south by wide tidal rivers or estuaries, 
and from west to cast by narrow tidal rivers or orocks. Al tho 
estuaries, and most of tho rivers, aro salt; there is little or no 
courrent down thom, aad thay are practioally tidal wateroourses. 
They are conneoted with each othor by an intrioato series of 
branches, and the latter in heir turn by innumerable channels; 
so that the whole tract is a tangled network of estuaries, rivers, 
and wateroourses, whioh enclose a large number of islands of 
various shapes and eizes. These flat swampy islands are covered 
with dense forest, the most plentifal and important species being 
sundrt (Heritieva Tittoralis), which thrives most where the water 
in the channels is least brackish. Along the soa face the forost 
is almost oxclusively composed of mangroves, which somtimes 
extend into tidal water, but eleowhere aro soparated from tho sen 
by a line of low sand bills or dunes. Tho felling of trees for 
timber, planks, posts, and fuel, employs a class—not a caste, for 
they are both Hindus and Muhammadans—of professional wood- 
utters termed banlia, They proceed in boats to certain localities in 
the forests called gais, each of which is presided over by a fokir, 
who is supposed to possess the occult power of charming away 
tigers and who has undoubtedly some knowledge of wood~raft, 
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Here the wood-outters work six days in each week, for one 
day in tho week {but mo particular day) is set apart for the 
worship of the sylvan deity prosiding over that partioular forest, 
"The faktr, who is supposed to havo some personal knowledge of 
this supernatural portonago and of his or her dislikes—for suo 
deities are of either sex—aols as high priest on thoso oooasions, 
and is readily remunerated for his servioes. 

Cultivation is confined to the north, where reclamation has 
been effected with considerable difficulty, It is hard for any 
one who has not exporionced the obstacles that must be 
enoountored and ovoroome in an undertaking of this kind, to 
form any adequate idea of thom. First of all the lands have to 
pe embanked. Por this purpose w live is ont through the forest 
along {he banks of the stream, embankments aro thrown along 
it, and strong dems aro constructed noross the mouths of the 
smaller streams to keop salt water out, ‘This being dono, the 
forest has to be cleared, tnks dug and huts constructed. ‘Tigers 
sometimes put a stop to clearing operations, by killing the men 
employed on them aud oases have been Known of tracts of land 
already under cultivation being abandoned, owing to tigers 
onrrying off tho cultivators while at work in thoir fields, and 
breaking into thoir houses at night, Killing mon, women, ond 
children. ‘Tigers are also vory dostruotive to oattle, and great 
damage is done to tho crops by sounders of wild pigs and herds 
of deer. Last, but not least, of the difficulties to be overoome is 
fever. ‘When it provails, numbers oze Jaid up ; their lands romain 
fallow, and before next season aro overrun with reed jungle, 
which springs up directly the forest is cleared, unless the Jands 
are immediately cultivated. ‘This, when once it has established 
itself, is most didioult to eradicate, taking four or five years to 
kill. 








‘Yo the south of the Sundarbans are numerous reefs extending 
from 18- miles to 30 miles out into the sea, with a curious 
doprossion called the “Swatch of no ground,” which is described 
in the next article, Tho reefs consist of very hard ground, 
whilo the channels between thom have a sott bottom with an 
incroos'ng depth of water towards the land. A stiff sloping bank 
extends from the land sea-ward and the channels cut through it 
by the sivere aro more or less deep, according to the volume of 
water conveyed hy them and the rapidity of the ourrent, The 
nearer: the mouth of a river, the deeper is the channel and the 
softer the bottom, Ifa ship is in a channel, the ground will, 
become, very soft, and the depth inorease, as the land is. 
appronctyed; but, if notin one, the ground will become very 
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hard, and the depth decrease, Wherever the ground is quite 
soft, the opening, which is apparently an opening between islands, 
may be steered for in safety, and it will soon be found to be the 
entrance to a river. 

‘Tho general aspect of the Suadarbans gradually changes as one 
travels weet to east from the Hooghly towards the Meghné, and 
tho whole trast may be divided into three portions, viz., (1) the 
land from the Hooghly to the Jamund and Kalinds rivers included 
in the 24-Parganas, (2) the tract between the Jamun and Baleswar 
lying in Khulna, and (8) the tract between the Baleswar or 
‘Horinghata ond the Meghns which is comprised in Backergunge. 
‘Tho and necr the two boundary rivers, the Hooghly and 
‘Moghné, ic, in the 24-Parganas and Backergunge, is com- 
paratively high, but it slopes downwards towards the middle 
portion, iz, Khulna and the south-east of the 24-Parganas, 
‘The middle tract is low and swampy, and st no very distant 
poriod was doubtless one great marsh. Indeed, the maps of the 
old surveys conducted by Major Rentell and others, botwoen 1764 
and 1772, show a large tract of country between the Jamun& 
and the lower part of the Ganges os » morass intersected by 
deep oreeks and watercourses. 

‘The superficial aspect of the three divisions is what might be 

from. their physical character. The belt of cultivated 
Jand from the Hooghly to the Jamuna in the 24-Parganas is eur- 
rounded by large embankments to keep out the salt water; the 
Jand is comparatively high, and dotted with small hamlets, or 
single Inits surrounded by little gardens. In the marshy traot of 
the Khulnd Sunderbans, between the Jamund and Baleswer, 
miles of low-lying half-cleared land extend without a vestige of 
habitation. The cultivators who till this section rarely live on or 
nesr their fields, and the latter are surrounded with low embank- 
ments. The third division, is, the Backergange Sundarbans, 
between the Baleswar and the Meghnd, affords a plessant change 
from the depressing swampy atmosphere of the Khuloa Sundar- 
ans. The land being high, aud the river water comparatively 
sweet, no embankments are necessary to protect the crops. ‘The 
s0il, £06, is richer ; and every well-to-do peasant bes his thatched 
hut and granaries, surrounded by an orcherd of coconut, betel- 
nut and other trees. 

‘There is this marked distinction too that the Ganges and its 
ranches have long ago left the western portion of the Sundar- 
‘bans and now pour their waters further to the cast. Between the 
‘Hooghly and the Jamuna the rivers are for the most part salt 
water rivers. The Baleswar or Haringhata, and the rivers of the 
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Backergunge Sundarbans onstward of it, aro all distributaries of 
the Ganges, and contain ewoet water during most seasons, down 
to within a short distonoo of the Bay of Bengal. In the oontral 
tion the water of tho rivers, though not so saline as those 
further to the wost, is gradually boooming moro brackish as the 
rivers are silting up at tho honds and tho tidos como further up, 

‘Thoso waterways aro of tho fixet importance, as being the chief 
means of communication by water botwoon Caloutta and tho 
astern Bengal. All tho stroams aro tidal, and the boats proceed. 
on the ebb and flow of the tide. Part of tho day’s journey haa 
to be made with the flow, so that the duration of tho voyage 
depends entirely upon the suocess with which each tide is caught, 
Awhole fleet of boats may be soon at the recognized anchorages 
waiting for tho tide, and the distriot from which thoy come can 
be readily distinguished by tho shapo of tho bow and stern. 
Some of these anchorages aro far from any haman habitation, but 
necessaries of all kinds (including water) oan be obtained at a 
sort of floating bazar. Country boats also ply from plaos to place 
slong the oross channels, como of which gre so narrow and 50 
overhung with troos that the rigging of small craft.at times gots 
cought in the branches. 

‘Tho main stroams, during the inundation in tho rainy season, 
have what aro usually tormod “double ourronts,” thnt is, the 
surface down to a oortain depth flows downward or southward, 
while below that dopth the tide advances upward or northward, 
‘This is onused by the freshots sweeping down from a higher level 
and over-topping the flood tide from the sea, Hyon to skilful 
awimmors this treacherous double current or under-ourrent is 
most dangerous, A person falling accidentally or suddenly into 
a stream naturally sinks at first below tho surface, when the 
under-ourrent drags him in ono dirvotion, while the upper 
eurrent, flowing in a contrary dircotion, provonts his rising to the 
surfaco, ‘Tho rosult is that ho is quiokly drowoed, and the body 
is sometmies never recovered, 

‘Tho Sundarbans present several poouliar fostures, which havo 
eon woll desaribed ia an article Ths Gangulie Della published 
in tho Caloutia Reviow, March 1859. “In whatever light we 
regard the Sundarbans—whother as tract of country possessing 
an abnodant pachydermatous fauna, o a flora peouliar (o itself, 
whothor wo look at it as the stronghold of gigantio and destruo- 
tive saurians, voracious sharks and peculiar fish, whother as a 
traot of country of the most beautiful aspect, but af tle samo time 
most fatally pestilential—wo must still viow it 2s curious and: 
an.qnomalous.traet, for here we s92 a surface soil composed of” 
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ack liquid mud eupporting the huge rhinoceros, the sharp-hoofed 
hog, the mud-hating tiger, tho delicate and fastidiously olen 
spotted deor, ond nourishing and upholding lexge timber tree 
we seo fishes climbing trees ; tides ronning in two directions 
in the same crock and at tho samo moment; we se wild hog 

and tigers, animals generally avoiding water, swimming across 

tho broadoast xivers as if for amusement ; in one crock a dead 

calm, in the next a raging sea; in somo orceks tho abundance 

of insect life is overpowering, in others close by not a living 

creature is to bo scons some creeks are deadly to sleop in, others 

perfectly frve from miasmn ; somo are dry at low water, in others, 

and thoso conligaous, no bottom can be found at ten fathoms ; 

in one, all is fog avd doubt, in the next, all is im the brightest 

sunshino; and many other anomalies present themselves, all 

rondering the Sundazbans a spot of much interest, offering as 

they do co many subjects for investigation and xesonrch, Most 

travollors in passing throngh this labyrinth of interminable forest, 

mud and water, become exooedingly wearied with the monotonous 

appearance of the banks of the rivers and orecks, and are only 

too glad when they escape into the open and caltivaied northern 

parts of the delta, whoro all the breadth of the land is ono vast 

shost of xiog cultivation,” 

‘Sinco the above was written the one-horned rhinoceros has 
become rare ond is only found within the southorn portion of the 
roserved forests. Buffaloos are also fast disappearing and at 
‘present oxo found only in tho waste lands of the Backergunge 
Portion of the Sunderbans. ‘Tigers and orocodiles, however, aro 
still as numerous as ever. A number of natives are killed 
covery year by tigers, which broak through the matted walls of 
Awelling-houses at night and carry off their inmates; it is a 
curious fact that they never oarry thoir viotims away through the ~ 
side of the house by which they enter, but break through the 
opposite side to do so. Crocodiles aro equally destructive, It is 
reported that they will enter houses at night, and that during the 
day-time they frequently movo ints the fields, seize cattle, and 
aiag thom into the nearest stream. Among birds more or less 
peculiar to this tract may be mentioned tho gigantic stork or 
adjutant, koown to the natives as Adogilé or the bone swallower, 
on account of its swallowing its food, bone and meat together; 
the feathers of this bird furnish the boautifal plumes known 
as “marabou feathers.” ‘Tho reptile tribe is well ropresentod 
in the Sundarbans, both venomous and non-venomous, Among 
tho former aro included salt water snokes, tho deadly cobra 
(Waia tripudiane), the soaxocly less deadly, carpet. viper (Zchie 
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carinata), and tho large venomous snake-onter (Ophiophagut 
dungarvs), which is remarkable for subsisting on its own kind, 
devouring its smallor brethren without meroy. Of the non- 
‘yenomous snakes may be montioned the huge python, erroneously 
called the Indian boa-constzictor (Python molurua), which attains 
groat longh and is copable of swallowing door or pig whole, and the 
dhamin (Plyas mucosus), both of which ave common. During the 
eold weather months special snake-catchers visit the Sundarbans 
‘and capture numerous snakes, which aro dispose of in Caloutta, 
‘The namo Sundarbans is an inoorroct Bnglish designation, the 
tract being properly known as Sundarban. ‘Various etymologies 
have been proposed in order to explain the name. The word has 
‘been derived from sundar ond Jan, meaning a beautiful forest, 
or from samudra-lan, through its oormnptod and vulgar form 
samunda-ban, the whole meaning the forests near the sea, Others, 
agein, have derived the word from Ohandradwip-ban, i, the 
COhindradwip forest, Ohandzawip being tho namo of an old 
aomindéri oocupying the south and south-east of Backergunge. 
‘The name has also been connected with the Chandabhanda, an 
old forest tribo engaged in making salt, ‘who are mentioned 
in a copper-plato inscription, dated 1186 Sambat or A.D. 1079, 
which was found at Idalpar (Adilpur) in the north of Backer 
gunge, Grant, in his Analysis of the Finances of Bengal (1786) 
derives it from Ohandra bandh meaning the embankments of 
the moon, because, ho says, “the richest and greatest parts of 
the Sundarbaus are still comprised in tho ancient zamindari of 
Ohendradwip (lunar territory)” ond he somewhat fanoifully 
justifies tho dorivation by saying that it means the offspring of 
‘the moon and refers to'the tract being overflowed by the tide. It 
is now generally recognized that the name is derived from sundrt- 
ban or the forest of sundrt trees, for that tree is the commonest in 
the forests, and the word is sometimes pronounced locally as 
Sundarban. The application of the namo Sundarban or Sun- 
darbans to this tract is evidently modern, The Mubammadsn 
historians do not uso the term, bat give the coast-strip from Hijilt 
to the Meghna the name of Bhiti, which significs low-lands 
subject to the influx of the tides; and this name was used at the 
close of the 18th osutury by Mr, Grant, who says that this tract 
is “always included under the local desoription of Bhatty with 
all the neighbouring lowlands overflowed by the tides.” * 
... Swateh of no ground.—A. name given to a great natural 
depression or hole in the Bay of Bongal situated duo south of the 


‘¢¥or much of the information eontinedin,the above account, Tam indebled 
tre note by Mr, D, HB, Bander, : 
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Raimangal ond Malanch® ostuaries. It extends nearly north iy 
east from 21° Lo 21° 22" north latitude, is five leagues in breadth, 
and has its northem oxtromity about fivo leaguos from the land, 
‘The following account of this carious basin is quoted from the 
Manual of the Geology of India (Calontta, 1898):—*In the son out 
sido the middle of the delta there is n singularly deep aroa, known 
and maxkod on charts as the “Swatch of no ground,” in which 
tho soundings, which aro from 5 fo 10 fathoms all round, change 
almost suddenly to 200 and oven 300 fathoms, ‘This remarkable 
doprossion mans north and gouth and has been reforred to local 
sinking ; but it appears more probable, as has been shown by 
‘Mr. Fergusson, that tho sediment is oarriod away from the spot, 
‘and doposition prevented, by the strong ourrents engonderod by a 
meoting of the tides from the east and west coasts of the Bay of 
Bengal, Mx, Fergusson also shows that, so long as the Bay of 
Bongal has prosorvod its prosont form, tho mooting of tho tider 
must havo favoured tho formation of a apit of sand along the 
procont position of tho Sundarbaus, as tho lower portion of the 
Gangos dolta is called, and that uny great deposit of silt to 
ward of tho prosent line is impeded by tho fino sodiment being 
washed away by the tidal ourronts and deposited in the deeper 
parts of tho Bay, 

“In opite of all that has beon written on this subject, the 
origin of tho “Swatch of no ground” has by no means boon 
cloared up, A. very similar depression has boon shown to exit in 
tho bed of the shallow ton off tho Indus dolta, and the causo in 
oth ongos has probably beon the same, a combination of an excess 
of subsidence with a defcienoy of sedimentation, the latter due 
to the action of surface currents in swooping away tho silt-lnden 
waters, Itis not in acoordance with what wo know to suppose 
that, at such dopths os wo aro dealing with, thore can be any 
currents of sufficiont: velocity to acoount for tho depression by 
actual orosion.”” 

Tald.—A village in tho Sitkhird subdivision, situated on tho 
left bank of the Kabadak. It is tho headquarters of a thina, 
and contains a District Board bungalow, an English school, and 
8 Aispeneary; opened in 1896, which is called the Diamond 
Tubiloo dispensary. 
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Abad, 02, 

Abddkari tenuces, 148. 

Abadeatidars, 100, 

‘Administration, of Sundarbasa, 45-48, 
190-144 ; forest, 82-88; land rerenue, 
184148 ; general, 140-166; of justice, 
163, 

‘Administrative charges and staf, 149, 

Adoration of prs, 0485. 

‘Agricoltara, stalistce, 95; Amocation, 
100 Exhibition, 100; elamos, 114. 

Agricoltore, 0-101, J 

Agriculturats, material condition of, 111, 

Altipor, 28; dexeription of, 182, 

‘Atsipar XAdh, 10, 

“Amal, donription of, 162.168, 

Aman vice, cultivation of, 96-96, 

Acnusements, 70-72, 

‘Arakanote raids, 98-80, 

Archwology, 49-62, 

‘Aven nnd rovenue of Sondarbons estates, 








Arta collogo, 189. 

Artisans, wages of, 110, 

Astevat, description of, 168; foativa at, 72, 

Asisunl XAai, 10. 

Ashrit, 05. 

‘Anemment of revence in Sundarbans, 
1804168, 

Aumoclation, agriculturn, 100, 

‘AtbirabSnkK or AthBeabiinki river, 12, 

Abit, 65. 

Axa tice, cultivation of, °6. 

Ausat-havsit, 148. 

Ausat-t8lnk, 18. 





Babulid, High school at, 159. 

‘Badhal, 73. 

Badeha¥ grants, 188, 189. 

Bagat wns, eats of, 108. ‘ 





Bigherbit town, description of, 168-169 5 
rainfall of, 24; early history of, 27-20 5 
Aipenmry at, 60, BL; amb-rogniry 
office at, 1515 mb-jail at, 164; High 
school at, 159; origin of name, 164; 
rae at, 166-160, 

Bigherhit subilvialony description of, 
109.170, 

‘Bagri, 25, 

Baidyus, 68, 

Baisk Bil, 10, 16, 

‘Baitig hats, 126 ; thine at, 158, 

Balenwar river, 22, 

Ball Bit, 9, 

Banagrim, 78 ; dispensary at, 81; High 
‘school at, 169, 

Banga, 26, 

Baogr ever, 18,14, 

Baniaganti, 78. 

Baoakht Aa, 190, 

Baers, 1, 

Baptist Mission, 60, 

‘Bara Ping river, 18, 

‘Bara Poogiat river, 1. 

‘Bara at Iewaripas, 176 

Bieh Diniyta, account ef, 36-86, 

Bart, 12, 

Barayaris, T1. 

Bardal, description of, 170, 

Barjdre ot bargaite, 100, ‘ 

Barisal guns, 28-24, 

Busentpur, 122, 125, 128 

Belpholié, 161, 


‘Bhsdra river, description of, 12, 
Big reat estan, 100. * 
‘Bhairab river, description of, 11-12, 
Bhajondtre, 72. s 
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Bains, 11, 

Bheria, 0. 

Dhol rer, 18. 

Bikramiditys, 29, 90, 81, 22 

Bil, 14,18; cultivation of, 90. 

Birds 21-89, 

Pieth-ato, 76, 
bat ayo, 18, 

Blindness, provalonco of, 70, 

oii, 70, 

Boatbuilding, 122, 

Boatraces, 72. 

Bost Route, 190-181. 

Boro rice, cultivation of, 00.07, 

Bowkbili XAal, 12, 

Botany, 18.19. 

Boundaries of tho detect 1 

Bribmans, 67-68. 

Brith adwiaietration, early, 80-45 ; 
elumation of Suudarbans, 40-41; 
‘wohdivsional administration, 41-42; 
police administration 42-48 xorenue 
Mmialatration, 48 ; Salt Department, 
43.44, 

BoabbRts, festival nh 72 outpost a, 
183, 

Bodhbaté Ging, 10, 

Busts, 87. 
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Calamities, natural, 102-107. 

Coleutts and Eastern Canals, 128-129, 

Calpotua river, 10, 

‘Canals, 128, 129, 180-181 ; tratleot, 128; 
ayigation ov, 190-151. 

Castes and tribor, 65-68. 

Cattle, 100-101. 

Catélo-disonses, 101, 

‘Consus statistics, 53-55. 

Comes, revenue from, 180. 

Chalets, 21, 

Chakran tenures, 148, 

‘Chats, 125, 126, 

Ohinehré Rajae, 97. 

Cbind Khia, 84. 

Chandi, 69, 65-67. 

‘Chandetan, description of, by Jeauits, 
82-85. 











(ChFnak bali, 11; foundation of, 40-41 ; dise 
poveary nt, 805 doseription of, 170-171. 

Chindkhatt KAaz, 11. 

Chindut, 8, 126, 

Channels, 12-18, 128, 129, 180, 

Chae Banta, dlaponenry nt, 80. 

Cherttable dispensaries, 80, 81, 

ChauAdars, 154, 

Chihachaidaha, 72, 








Choa, exitivation of, 97, 
CChitalmis, doseription of, 171, 
hited iver, 28, 

Chora, prevalence of, 79, 
Christiana, 60, 

‘Ohuknagas, desoription of, X72, 
Circles, forest, 85, 80, 

Circulax‘and Eastern Canals, 128-12 
Civil justico, admintetration of, 152, 
Orimate, 28. 
Ctothing, 09, 
Ooeonut trees, 99, 
Coltego nt Daulatpur, 169. 
Cottoginto oduestion, 159. 
Commerce, 128-126, 











Cemtounicaton, menos of, 127-1885 
water, 128-192 lleayy 182 rads 
162.109 pt 188. 

Cengurtion of deh, 12, 

Cenervancy, fort, 8:85, 

Caaperatva Credle Scien, 11, 124 


Cotton, wesving of, 115, 

Country spirit, manufacture a 
sumption of, 160-161, 

Courts, civil and criminal, 182, 

Coxeali iver, 9. 

Chime, 182.168, 

Criminal jostice, administration of, 162, 

Crocus, 22, 

Crops of the district, 95.00. 

Crose-cbannels, 12-18, 

Cuipitavar, 29, 

‘Gulputoos river, 10, 

Ciltivation, 89-100; extension of, 10 5 
{improvements in, 100, 














Coltivators, miterial condition of, 
maiz, 
Cutlery, manufacture of, 122, 


‘Gyclones, 106-107. 
D. 


Dacoitios, 162, 168. 

Dafaddrs, 166, 

Dakatit Bil, 16, 

Dskups, dleponsary at, 60 ;outport a, 188, 

Dalwa suger, manufacture of, 118-117. 

‘Damnrail, doseiption of, 173-172, 

Dandia Kats Xa, 381. 

Danobhinga Bil 8. 

‘Dorgéh of Khin Jahin, description of 
166-107. 

Darpatns taluk, 147. 

Dato.peling, cultivation of, 985 tapping 
of, 16-110, 

and Khim, 29,82. 

Dalatpar, fttival sty 725 diepeneary at, 
80, BL; collage at, 169 5 High achool et, 
160 ; description of, 172. 

Daas, 2. 

‘Deaf-mutiamn, 70. 

Debra, 101, 124, 

Destherate, 7. 

Debhita, aiepensary at, 60; outpost at, 
1168; municipality at, 167 ; description 
of 172 

Decennial Settlement, 186. 

Delati river, 18. 

Dousity of population 68-66. 

Dini Rand, rente of, 108. 

‘Dhimghit, 90, 84 description of, 172. 

Dhuokhain Bi, 16, 

Dinrrhes, 79. 

Dingle, 122. 

‘Diseases, principal, 76-80. 

‘Dispensaries, 80, 81. 

Diatilleries, 161. 

District, formation of, 48 ;alaltof, 149, 
182, 

‘District Boer administration of, 166-166. 

‘Domestic animale, 100-101. 

Dreas of the people, 62. 

Dizebiya ail, Oe 
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Dumrif, dispensncy at, 80; mub-regittry 
‘office at, 151; thine at, 158 ; desoription 
of, 178, i 

Dumurii, See Duma. 

Dwelling-howres, 69-70. 

Dysentery, 79, 

E. 

Barly British administration, 80-45. 

Bostern Bengal Stato Railway, 182, 

Bastern Bengali dialect, 58, 

‘Edvention, 158-161; progress of, 158-160; 

gcondnry, 159-1005 
primary, 160; female, 160; technical 
‘160 ; Mubammadan, 161. 

Embankients, 89, 90, $8. 

Emigration, 67-58, 

Enhancement of rents, 109. 

Eatates, 144-145, 

Restonries, 18-14. 

Exciso administration, 160-181. 

jultural and industrial, 














Esporte, 129, 124, 

BR 

Fairs, 72-78, 

Fakishit, 70, 196 ; postal-telograph offca 
nt, 188; outpost at, 168 doteription of, 
178. 

Fok, 20, 61-60, 

amines, 102-108; of 1807, 102-100 + 
prices in, 11011," 

Foriis, 124, 

Faujdirs, 97-42, 

Fauna, 19-28. 

Female education, 160, 

Rostivals, 72, 

‘Fever, 76-70. 

Finance, 140-151. 

‘Fitinghi pirates, 88-89. 

Fish, 2228, 

Fisheries, 118-121, 

Fish presrving, 120. 

Floods, 108, 

Fontecs, description of Chandocan, by, 

385, 
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eed of the peopl, 69. 

Foruts, 8288; general - deeryton, 
89-83; story, 69-85) management, 
86.87 ; markols, 87-88, 

‘Formation of the diate, 8, 

Fraity, 99, 





@. + 
Aescription of, 10, 


Galghasis sive 
Game bird, 21+ 
@anja, consumption of, 180, 
Gandhi, 148. 

Garden produce, 99-100. 
Gardin, 180, 

Garh Kamttpar, 60, 
Gaurambbs, 128, 

General adininistration, 140-264 
Geology, 16-1 

Gp Kairgin, 7 
Goiteiabat, 72, 
hike Subeb, adoration of, Oi 
Ghortaight, 109, 

Girls aohoott, 100, 

Gobinds Kuek Kai, 181. 
Gobindakathi, 122, 

Gobri, 0, 7. 

‘Godliogs, worship of, 6, 62, 

Gobpatd, 128, 

Golpetut river, 10, 

Gophipar, description of, 178, 

Gram, cultivation of, 07 prices of, 110, 
Grazing grounds, 101, 

Guntialbili river, 10. 

Gur, 118, 117, 18, 


x 

eAekhink ot Towasipur, 176, 
HasladbhingS river, 18, 14, . 
‘Haringhitl river, 19; denription of, 14, 
Hate, dacription of, 125, 
Havwtids, 146, 
Health, public, 7481, 
‘Heinp drugy, consumption of, 160, 
‘Hénckall, administration of, 8945, 
High wehools, 159. 
Hindi language, 68, 
‘Hindu canter, 65.68, 
Wisdhieny60-80; some\ popular belits 

086, : 
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Hinlory of the divticty 25-625 of 
roronvo administration, 184-144, 
‘Hiven Toiang, account of Somatata by, 26° 
Hodges, survey of, 40, 
Honorary Magiatratr, 182, 
Hora racer, 73. 
‘Heapitale, #0, 81. 
Houres, 00-70, 
Tied grant, 180, 
ha 
Tebhimat river, deserption of 0, 
Inmigeathn, 67-58, 
Tnyorts, 124, 
Income tex, 161, 
Indbtednow, 132, 
Industral claesen, 124, 
Tndontsien, 16-188; Jil, 184, 
Tafemities, 70-60, 
Inver Boat Route, 120, 
Insanity, 79, 
Tnstitutions, medic 
‘Inundations, 106, 
Tawar, 90; doverption ef, \78170, 
lL . 
abun river, 8 8 
Fagaron (vowmpapes), 301, 
Tail industeio, 164, 
Tally 1, 
Sal, 126, 
Tamu ver, dovorption of, 8:9, 
Taygalburk envze, 148, 
Tasoreawaxt, 80, 31, 
‘TwteBpur, deveription of, 178, 
TUtris, 70-71, 
Telia dings, 122, 
Teauits, early minvions of, 82.85. 
Fowolary, 328, 
‘Thitudiings, 72, 122, 
Shits, My 
Jobs aail, 05. , 
Jogikhili KA, 182, = 
‘Tole, 65. 
dion stad, 162, . 
Tangle products, 128, 
Tunic, administration of, 162, 
‘Tate, cultivation of, 97-08, sf 
Iware Niriyan, worship of, 60-61, - 
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K Kbule, origin Of mame, 1 
Kabadak river, description of, 10-11, | Khun sadivioton, description of, 181, 
Katirdals, 70. Khulna Surkid (newspaper), 161, 


Kachikits, 73, 
Koch, fountation of, 40; a 





reste 


coflce ut, 161; outpost at, 158; dee 
exiption of, 178, 





Kaint rishi proj, 48, 
Kain, 
Kalas, ealtivaton of, 97. 

Kalirod, dlapenary at, 80; sab-reystry 
fico nt, 1615 tion nt, 153, deserip. 
tion of 3170-177, 

Kitiguns, aiaponmary at 805 sab-regatry 
afleo at, 161; than at 168; desrip- 
tion of, 177. 

Kaling, 72 

Kilindt river, description of, 8, 

Kislatatt 4 

Kaplimeni, 11,3, 126; daveiption of 
ware, 

Keapotslabs river, 32, 

Karapiss, 79, 101,168, 

‘Kuh, High school at, 160, 

Katenga, 72, 

Kivipbe6, 11; deverption of, 178170, 

‘Kijyenths, 07, 

Kisibuche river, 12, 120, 

Keabpar, 32, 

Kaas of water-courses, 7, 8 80, 180.18. 

Khalitatnbid, account of, 28.29, 

KhaliaGiti, High schoo et, 

Kiilishpws, High school at, 189, 

Khin Sahin or Khim Jahn AU. See 
Khinja Ali 

KEhinjo All, lo of, 26-28; adoration of, 
4h, 055 logond of, 68; buildings of, 
164-109, 

Khaofi, 122 

Kiorida ralube, 07. 

Keri, eativation of, 97, 

Kv, 72, 161. 

Kholpotnd river, desciption of, 0-10, 

Khullass, 1. 

‘Whllanorw 























temple, 1. 





Kunlnx tows, description of, 170-1813 
rafal of, 24; tablishment of thifna, 
42; headquarters of Salt Agency, 
445; ealablishment of sobiliatont 
48; eatalishment of district ond 
qouters, 48; hopital and diapeasary, 
815 veterinary boppita +101; sub. 
reghtry fice, 161; district jell, 164) 
rucieipality, 168-187; schosl, 159, 
160; pubic builainge, 180, 181; origin 
of mame, 180-181. 

HBatzit (eorppen 

Kitoiging, 72 

Koriatsi Bi, 16, 

Revie sehen, 161, « 

Korf8 praja, 148. 

Keka, 361, 

Kumari, 188, 

Kandatié Ging, 10, 

Kotabe Di, 15, 

Katirhtt, 128 





L 
Labourers, wages of, 110. 
Taba, deveription of, 182, 
Takes, 16:16, 
Land rerence, admtaistration of, 194-148, 
statins of, 149, 
and tease, 144-148, 
Language, 68, 
‘Large capitalat rales, 141-142, 
Taupile, 72,73. 
Legend of Kbutor, 180, 181, 
Tegislation concerning Sondarbane, 48. 


Leprony, 80. 
Libra, 261. 

Hime, nenatetar of, 128, 
‘Linsecd, cultivation of, 97. 
Literate popaation, 18 

Loan coupanity, 124, 

‘Local Boards, 156. 

eal St-Gorernent, 165.167 
‘Lokpar, 73, 





Mw. 


Mudsripur Bi route, 120, 

‘Midbabgno}, 108, 

Madhoraali vor, deseription of, 12 

Madina, 72. 

Maghit, 78, 

Magh ralds, 98-89, 

Magistrator, 162, 
Migurs, 20,102; aubsrogiatey offee at 
1161; thin at, 163  doseription of, 182° 

Maklabs, 101. 

Milanobit etuarg, 14, 

Matarial fovor, 78-79. 

Malges}, 73. 

Malguzirr, 145. 

Management of forests, 86-87, 

Man-eating tigors, 20.21, 

Mistkdshe, 12. 

‘Mansi, 70, 78, 126; High school at, 1695 
Aecrlption of, 188, 

‘Min Singh, 81, 

‘Manufacturer, 116128, + 

Marichhip Ging, 11. 

Mar}tts ostonry, 14. 

Markets, doseription of, 126, 

Marie, 1416 ;enltivation of, 90. 

Masjidku, description of, 189-184, 

‘Masur’, cativation of, 97, 

Mit-woaving, 128. 

‘Material condition of the peeplo, 111-118, 

Mata wi, 4. 

‘Megns of communication, 127-188. 

‘Medical aupects, 7481; inatitations, 
8081, 

‘Middle English schoo's, 160, 160. 

‘Mille Vernacalar schools, 169, 100. 

‘Migration, 66-58. 

‘Mikel, High school af, 159, 

Millotganj XA2l, 180, 181, 

‘Minions, Christian, 60. 

‘Mobwin endowment, 189-101, 

‘Mota, dieponsary at, 80; eub-regiatry 
‘fle at, 161; thie at, 1685 description 
of, 184. 

‘Mallinehew river, Uh 

Money ordars, 188. 

‘Meatoon rainfall, 26, ‘ 
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‘Morretigan}, foundation and exrly history 
of, 47-48 ; dispensary at, 81; post nod 
telegraph offco af, 198; aub-regiatry 
fee nt, 161; description of, 184-186, 

Morrison, surveys of, 5. 

‘Morechar x 





Mogbal rato, 

‘Mubmmadans, 68, 695 cla 
‘lucation of, 101, 

‘Mulghas, 71, 1185 Tigh school at, 169, 

‘Municipalities, 160.187, 

‘Musical entertainionts, 70-72, 

‘Mustard, cultivation of, 97. 


N, 


Nogorkandi, 72, 78, 
Nalngod river, 12, 
Nakipor, rinfall of, 24) dispensary at, 
81; High school t, 160. 
Noldba, High scbool at, 169, 
‘Nalots, 198, 
‘Namasiidras, 05-67. 
Nanéaapor, school at, 100, 
Nationat achoo!, 100.162, 
‘Natural calawitis, 102-107, 
‘Natoral divisions of distrlet, 28, 
Navaratoa tomple, dovcription of, 171+ 
a. 
Navigation, 128-182, 
taki, 126, 
12, 182 ; dispensary at, 80, 
‘Nanipiri Manighar, doveription of, 
185-188. 
‘Nays Kats KéaI, 191, 
Newspapers, 161, 
Nibalpay, 48, 
Miw-ausat-aw4la, 140, 
Mw-dawata, 148, 
Nimai Rat's Bozar, 192, 
Nishkar-dhoyt, 118, 
Non-oceupancy rots, 148, 
Nannagar, 67, 72,122, 178, 


0. 
Occupancy ryots, 148, 
Occupations of the people, 114.216, 








of, O85 














unpax. 


Oil-seeds, eultvatio 
Opium, consumption of, 161. 
‘Outposts, polies, 160. 

Outer Bont Rotle, 129, 280, 
Ostord Mission, 60, 








Pabla 2, 18, 

PEikgichB, dlsponanry at, 80; sub-rogt 
try office st, 1615 thioa nt, 168 5 
Aoseription of, 188, 

PakA suger, manufacture of, 11718, 

Palen troos, 18, 

Pata Hat Bossr, High school at, 169, 

Pan, exltivation of, 99. 

Pangtst river, 11, 14, 

Panabis, 122, 

PirUhiugi faland, 14, 

Parganas, 184, 

Pasar river, 1,38, 

Pasturage, 101, 

Pasitabads tonures, 145. 

Patkelghits, deveriptlon of, 188. 

Patnt Inland, 14; 

Patot tenes, 147, 

Patras taluk, 187, 

Paygtim, High achoot at, 168, 

Pons, oaltivation of, 97, 

Pooplo, tho, 68:78 ; material condition of, 
111-118 5 oceupatious of, 114-116, 

Permanent Settlomont, 187-188, 

Permanently sottiod estates, 144, 

Phaltal, outpost at, 168 ; High achoo! at, 
189 ; desorition of, 186, 

Puysical aspocts, 1-24. 

Pirilis, 68. 

Pirates, raids of, 98-29, 

Pirs, adoration of, 6485. 

Plantain, cultivation of, 99, 

Pode, 69, 05-67, 

Police administration, 
went, 15 

Population, growth of, 68:64; census 
‘of 1901, 5455; density of, 56:58 ; 
‘urban, 68 5 rural, 68. 

Portuguose pirates, 88.20, 

Post offices, 198, 











ely, 449 5 prow 




















Postat communications, 18 
Potatoes, cultivation of, 99, 
Pottory, manufastare of, 129, 

Poyans, 08. 

Pratipéditye, rule of, 29-88 legendary 
‘account of, 29.81 ; historical rfor- 
ences, 81-82; Jeenlt accounts, 82-85, 
the Birah Bhi, 9 

Pratapnagar, outpost nt, 168 

Prices, 10.11. 

Primary education, 160, 

‘Principal disoase, 76-80. 

Prinsop, aurvey of, 46, 

‘Provlues reuts, 109, 

Professional classes, 114, 

Public health, 7481, 


R, 








Races, 72. 

Radhinager, 8. 

Ratlways, 182, 

Ralmangal estuary, 14) Salb Agency, 
43-45, 

Rainfall, 265 in relatlon to agrientture, 
89,.98-04, 

Raipur, 178. 

RUmpll, rainfall of, 24; aisponeary al, 
80; eub-ogiatry offlce a 261 ; thio 
at, 158 ; description of, 187, 

Rangiis, 78; High school at, 169, 

Rarall, High achool at, 159, 

Rates of rent, 108, 

Reclamation of Sondaebaas 
91.02, 

Refinares, 18. 

‘Rogistration, 161. 

Rogiotry offees, 151. 

‘Reliat works in famino, 106, 108, 











ay 8. 

Rents, 108.109 ; oul rents, 108, 109; 
‘produce ronta, 109, 

Ront-free lands, 148. 

Renumption proceedings, 188-189, 

Rovenua administration, 196-148 ; early, 
48-44; of Sunderbans, 169-144, 

Bovonae from forots, 87, 

, 
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Rovenuactras estates, 14, 

Revenue of the dstelet, 140-162 ; tani 
even, 149 jetaimpr, 160; cone 160) 
‘xcino, 180-161} Inoomestax, 161 ; 
igltetion, 161, 

Rhinoeerar, 19, 

Rice, cultivation of, 05:07; prioos of, 
10, 

Rindorpert, 101, 

River ducts, 163, 168, 

Rivor system, 7 

Roads, 182 

Road and publte works couse, 160. 

Rocke, Collector of Josore, 48, 

Routes, tude, 126-126, 

Routes, boat and steamer, 128.182, 

Riis river, doteiption of, 12. 

Raral population, 68, 

‘Ryots, 148 ; rents pad by, 108, 109, 

. 8. 

Sachitdaho, 126, 

aint, adoration of, 6466, 

Balyadpur Trost Estate, doucrition of, 
187.201, 

Salynas, 6 

Salt Department, admfosteation of, ealy, 
468-46; prevent, 163-164, 

Salt, prices of 110 manatuotoro of, 115, 

Samatats, 26, 

Saumdea reer, 1. 

Sanitation, 74 75. 

Sankerkbil, 72, 

Sanekrt fol 161, 

Serankols,ontpout at, 168, 

Bitgumnbas, 405 doveriotion of, 108-209, 

‘utkhiek Kita KAwH, 181. 

Sukix&, devcription of, 191-103, raine 
fall of, 24 Alapensary at 80,81 pont 
tnd tilegeaph flee at, 1895 eubs 
replay ofleo ab, 161; aubyjall at, 
164s muntolpaity at) 1675 High 
eto at, 16 

SuLkbiek nubalviion, doeripton of, 103, 

Barings Bank trausotions, 108, 
eurity, 102-108, 

‘Shoot, 168-181, 





























Seasons of cultivation, 02-98, 

Secondary eduatin, 169100, 

Sonbiti, dispensary ot, 80; High school 
‘4, 169; doveription of, 108-18 

Service Manda, 148, 

foitlomonts, only, 186 ; Docenaal, 1805 
Pormanont, 2 

Shbhpue 2,26, 

Sharks, 22, 

Sheth, 08. 

Sholabun, 00. 

SIDBRU, dlsponeary 

Sib vivor, 12. 

sikivtt, 180, 

‘Siromani, 72, 

Sitals, worahip of, O1, 

Shull cnpitalist ales 142-164, 

Sultpox, 79, 

Sobndlt vor, dseiption of, 10, 

Social characteristics, 68-78, 

‘Boils, 94-95, 

Selparhit, 72, 

Sensi river, dsoription of, 9 

pint, contuamption of, 160-161, 

Seipar, 122, 161, 

‘Stiriimpur, 122, 

Stampe, revenue from, 160, 

Siatinticn, rainfall, 24; conus, 65 5 
vital, 75-78 ; agrleataral, 96, caus 
cational, 188, 

Steamer Router, 129, 190 

Steamor rervices, 181, 182, 

Subdivisional adminsteaton, early, 

41-49, 

Sobdivistens of the ditsiet, 149, 

Sub-intoudetion, 145, 248, 

Suga, manufacture of, 16-118, 

Sugar ronoie, 138, 

Sogureano, cultivation of, 97.08, 

Sondarbant, doseription of, 1098-108 , 
rivers of, 18 ; botany of, 18-19, wild 
nlmale, 20 21; Joan 'nocouuts of, 
82.85 5 carly reclamation of, 40-41) 
favly ndmiatatrntlon of, 46.48; onnly 
wurvoys, 45; lots, 46; legislation 
concerning, 45.40, 41,48; foundationot 
Moreligen}, 47-48 ; Commissioner of, 
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48, 48, 40 ; former civilization of 
50.52 ; forests of, 82-88; methods of 
roelamnation of, 91-02 ; cultivation of, 
02.93 embankments in, 08; produso 
ronta , 108, 109; rovouv ndzainiee 
tration of, 189-144 ; origin of same, 
198, 

Sande teeor, 82, 84, 86, 

‘Souk, 126, 

Sarvoys of Sundarbans, 45, 

Swatch of uo ground, description of, 
1098-199, 

Syhionoger, outpaat nf, 168, 


Tr. 
‘Tai, dlopeonary st, £0; High schoo! a 
160 decrption of, 100 
Taluks, 187, 146, 
Talukdars, 146, 148, 
‘Technical education, 160, 
Teageapl fer, 38. 
‘omporaly acti etn, 14, 
Toon, 148 
Tenge Masia fvarga, 276 
‘eno-boder, 48-148, 
‘onsto of nd, 361-148, 
‘Porkati, 49, 60, 176. . 
‘kur ver, 1: 
‘has, poli, 158. 
‘Niger 20 
1%, cultivation of, 97. 
Tink, 71. 
‘ira, 40, 60,173,278, 
Tebnce,exltivatin of, 98, 
ely 12. 
‘opogrenty, Ie 
own, 68, 
Trnete of Ceti 0-0. 
‘Training school, 160," 
Trade, 120-126 jects of, 126 route, 
126126, 

















‘Trading castes, 124 
‘Troes, 18-195;83, 83, 


i U 


syots, 148; routs pad by, 108, 209. 
Undor-tonures, 146, 142. . 
‘Union Committees, 185. 

Urban population, 68. 

Uri akan, exitivation of, 97. 


Vv 











‘Yaccination, 80. 

Vogetables, 99. 

‘Vegetation, 18-19. 

‘Veterinary reli, 101. 
Vikramaditya, See Bikramtditya, 
‘Villages, 68, 

Vital statitica, 75-76. 


Ww. 


Wager, 109.110, 

‘Water commonications, 128.181 

Watoroworks at Khoi, 180, 

Wasinpur Kitt X43! 10, 181. 

Weaving, of cotton, 116 ; of mats and 
‘aakets, 128, 

Wild animal, 19-21; exorsinn of, 61-64, 

Women, education of, 160, 

Wood-cutting, 121-122, 


x. 





‘Yasohare, 29,80, 
‘Yusafpur evtste, 184, 187, 188, 


Z 


‘Zamindiry, 145, 148, 
Zila achoo}, 159. 
Doclogy, 19-28, 
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